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goes, our militarists, and our imperialist 





Ti mely ‘Topics 
By Nornman Thomas 


lew York City Needs Investigating—The Politicians and 
Unemployment—Look At Regulation! — 

The Haitian Commission—The 
Naval Conference Sags 








.HOW NOT TO CLEAN HOUSE 
tl ROOSEVELT may have been right enough in refusing 
to approve a law for a general investigation of the gov- 
ernment of New York City. That was a political measure of 
the Rerublicans almost openly designed to put him in the hole. 
But Americans will -be badly mistaken if they 
think that there aren't plenty of things in New 
York City’s government worth investigating. 
Whether New York is better or worse than 
other cities is less important than that it fur- 
nishes conspicuous illustration not only of 
some of the things that are wrong with Amer- 
ican municipalities but also of the ease wit’ 
which authorities think they can throw du 
in the public’s eyes. Let me, therefore, li 
a few things, some of them almost matters 
public knowledge, some of them matters which 
have been brought to my own attention. 
Grover Whalen is still police Commissioner 
He did not solve the Rothstein murder ar 
no one in his senses believes his belated re- 
port blaming the failure simply on slackne 
of certain officers. Mayor Walker has not even 
acknowledged the definite charges against his 
Commissioner in connection with that functionary’s anti-red cru- 
sade. The next stop should be to put them up to Gov. Roosevelt. 
The magistrates’ courts have not been reformed by removing 
Vitale or by a blanket Grand Jury report which, while it confirms 
most of my charges, does not go to the root of the matter which 
is the manner of appointing magistrates and their relation to dis- 
trict leaders. So long as this is disregarded you can set down 
whatever is done as more of a blind for the public than a cure. 
Meanwhile complaints that come to me make me think that 
the municipal courts are about as bad as the magistrates and that 
a certain probation department or its chief which so far both the 
mayor and the judges have refused to investigate may be worse. 
Reputable lawyers who won't be publicly quoted tell me the 
prices at which licenses, garage permits, etc., are sold. The busi- 
ness is so standardized that on occasion applicants have been re- 
turned their illegal payments to politicians with interest if for some 
reason the deal could not go through. About the worst sinner in 
this matter is said to be the Board of Standards and Appeals 
which has authority over zoning laws including garage permits, 
etc. This is the body involved along with other city agencies in 
inexplicable carelessness if nothing worse in enforcing rules that 
might have prevented the tragedy of the Pathe fire.’ It takes more 
then the majority of which Mayor Walker boasts to clean that 
ecord! 
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POLITICAL TRIFLING WITH UNEMPLOYMENT 

7 %ARD times and increased unemployment were as certain as 
Fil cold weather for the winter of 1929-30 from the end of Octo- 
ber or earlier. The sufferings caused by them make more spec- 
tacular disasters like fire, flood and earthquake pale into insignif- 
icance.” Yet it was not until March 25 that Mayor Walker got 
arcund to a discussion of remedies and it was March 31 before 
Gov. Rooscvelt appointed his commission. Pres. Hoover got into 
action earlier but certainly did not follow through. The whole 
business is instructive on the do-nothing-but-bluff policy of the old 
partics. 

Mayor Walker on March 25 tried to tell the Socialists and trade 
unic that the city was doing everything possible. He de- 
nounced their ‘political insincerity.” Yet that very afternoon the 
Board of Estimate voted for one little employment exchange in- 
stead of the municipal system integrated with a state system for 
which Sccialists have asked for years. Two days later his admin- 
istration rushed through some subway contracts which he had pre- 
viously s2id could not be hurried. Faced with proof that a state 
law gave the Board of Estimate power for adequate relief he stoo 
pat on his denial that it had such power! And that’s the way our 
playboy mayor helps the unemployed. 

Gov. Roosevelt on March 31 appointed a commission to look 
into a program for the future. He gave some good advice to em- 
ployers, municipalities, etc., but he did not mention unemployment 
insurance or even discuss the possibility of a 40-hour week law as 
an cmergency measure. A Washington discussion on Senator 
Wagner's bills for keeping track of the number of unemployed, fed- 
eral employment agencies, and more scientific methods of pushing 
public works in dull times still goes on. But again nothing is said, 
save in a demand by Socialists, about unemployment insurance. 
And the newspapers play down the facts and the discussion and big 
business interests deprecate alarmist talk and hint that somehow 
are to blame for this characteristic and heartless impotence 








“reds” 
of capitalism! 


REGULATION BREAKS DOWN 

F you want a good picture of the virtual impossibility of regu- 
I lating public utilities read those able documents, the majority 
and minority reporis of the Knight Commission investigating the 
Public Service law, look over the foriy or more bills, some of them 
conflicting, they have introduced, and then read the statements of 
counsel for the utility companies opposing every half way signifi- 
cant change in the present law! . 

The plain truth is that it is a logical and practical impossi- 
bility to mend the contradiction between turning over a public util- 
ity to private profit makers by setting up a regulatory commission 
to try to watch the men who are doing the work and catch up with 
them. That is why the best bill at Albany is one giving municipal- 
ities permission to buy or establish their own public utilities. It is 
only a step but a forward step—and one which this legislature will 
never take. 

One trouble with regulation is the impossibility of setting up 
really fair basic valuations or fixing a fair basic rate of return. 
Both the majority and the minority bills in New York propose to 
set up as best they can valuations of public utilities which can be 
added to hereafter only in terms of prudent investment. The minor- 
ity would make these valuations compulsory or the basis of manda- 
tory contracts. The majority hopes for voluntary ten year con- 
tracts—a vain hope if the bitter opposition of the spokesman of the 
utilities is any sign. The minority plan may or may not be con- 
stitutional. Only the courts can decide. Buut the decision will of 
itself be salutary and let us know where we are. If the minority 
plan prevails it will give us a cost basis for acquiring utilities: if 
not it leaves us no option but public ownership for perpetuation 
of the present chaos is intolerable and the companies are in no 
mood to end that chaos by satisfactory ten year contracts, 


THE HAITIAN REPORT 

NE at least of President Hoover’s Commissions has done a 

good job. The Haitian Commission should have gone further 
and provided for earlier withdrawal of the Marines. South Amer- 
ican protest on this point has force. But ceriainly the Commis- 
sion’s report and proposals are a genuine step away from impe- 
rialism and toward friendly cooperation between a weak nation and 
a mighty power. 

THE CONSULTATIVE PACT 

S we write the fate of the five power naval pact hangs*in the 

balance. Perhaps no offer of a consultative pact by the 
United States will save it. But whatever happens it is worth while 
to examine the American objections to such a pact as our delega- 
tion has suggested which come not only from jingoes like the 
Hearst papers and the Chicago Tribune but from men like Sen- 
ator Borah and Senator Shipstead. Critics of a consultative pact 
are wrong on two grounds. First a promise to consult in the event 
an aggressor nation breaks the Kellogg Pact is not a promise and 
need not imply a promise to act. And to act is not necessarily to 
go to war. Certainly no same American in the present state of 
the world wants to sign a blank check by a security pact. 

But also no sane American ought to ignore the fact that our 
economic relations and the size of our navy put us into world af- 
fairs willy nilly. Critics of consultation are wrong in thinking we 
can be truly isolated. France has a right to know whether with- 
out even talking things over we shall insist on treating with aggres- 
sors and use our navy to enforce our so-called right. It is just as 
reasonable for us to agree to consult—as we have—on Pacific 
affairs, or with our Pan-American neighbors. To fight such con- 
sultation from whatever motives pmys into the hands of our jin- 
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Socialist Membership Up 6,000; | 
N.E.C. Hears Inspiring Report 








| SOCIALIST PREMIER of 
Germany Resigns Post 
with Refusal to Cut Al- 
lowances to the Unem- 
ployed Workers 


‘3,400,000 





Are Jobless, 








Green Tells 


| U.S.Senate 


A. F. of L. Head Says 
Government Aid or 

Revolt are Alternatives | 
| —— Thomas Demands 
Insurance 





eenbaaiess 
| By Laurence Todd 
ASHINGTON. (F.P.). Wil- 
liam Green, president of the 
American Federation of Labor, 
|eame before the unemployment 
| subcommittee of the Senate Com- 
;merce Committee, April 1, to en- 
|dorse the general principle of the} 
| Wagner bills for securing better | 
junemployment statistics, better 
}employment offices and an emer- | 
|gency reserve for construction of | 
|public works in time of eae | 
[ployment crisis. He began by| 


|showing that unemployment “1 Mackey Census 


| cost American workers $1,000,- | + 
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HERMAN “IUELLER 










| months. He ended by warning the 
;}committee that unless American 
| employers showed a more helpful 
jattitude the government would 
| finally be faced by the alternative 
{of unemployment insurance or 
| “revolution.” Pres. Green esti- 
; mated 3,700,000 workers are now 
|out of work. 

This last ominous expression of 
opinion was not made until Sen. 
Hiram Johnson, presiding, had in- 


|vited it by numerous suggestive | 


| questions as to what ultimate so- 
j lution Green found for the plight 
|of men thrown out of jobs and 
industries. It became evident that 

Johnson had been studying the 
{question of unemployment insur- 
|ance and hoped that Green would 
venture to endorse that social 
policy. Green was not eager to 
suggest solutions. But when John- 
;son had assured him that mere 
|gathering of statistics, or re-dis- 
tributing of work with a shop or 
industry, would not save jobs that 
modern machinery had taken away 

a statement which Green had 
first made—Green declared that it 
was up to the employers or to the 
government. 
| Assails Big Industries 

“Increasing application of scien- 
tific information to industry,” 
Green said,in his opening state- 
ment, “has brought social prog- 
ress, but the changes have been 
installed without consideration for 
what happens to displaced work- 
Unemployed workers have 
been left to pay the costs of so- 
cial progress.” 

Questioned by Johnson, the Fed- 
eration chief said that unemploy- 
ment insurance funds could be es- 
tablished in the various industries 
by agreement between trade un- 
ions and the management—but 
|the “relentless war waged against | 
the American Federation of La- 
bor” by big employers in the} 
manufacturing industries had| 
made such relations impossible. 
Indeed, he asserted, the chief em- 
ployers in mass-production indus-! 
tries in Detroit, Toledo and other 
} centers “hate the A. F. of L. more 
than they hate the Communist or- 
ganizations, seemingly.” 


ers. 


Deplores a “Dole” 
This bitterness of big capital to- 
ward organized labor in its con- 
servative Federation, Green ar- 
sued, piaces the responsibility for 
solving the problem of unemploy- 
ment upon the industries and on 
the government. Since employers 
have not planned their production 
;to avoid seasonal shut-downs and 
consequent dismissal of great 
masses of workers, no progress 
toward stabilizing employment 
has been made. The shocks of 
recurrent industrial depression, he 
; declared, must drive the workers 
toward a condition where the gov- 
ernment will have to provide a 
dole for them or face “revolution.” 
Green frankly deplored the idea of 
putting workers on a dole, but 
said that it was clear that they 
must look to someone for support 
if they were denied jobs. 

His opposition to unemployment 
insurance as a social program was 
foreseen in a statement issued a 
| week earlier by John P. Frey, at- 
tacking the Brookhart proposal 
that Congress appropriate funds 
for temporary unemployment 
benefit payments. But Green ad- 
mitted, as Frey did not, that since 
American industry has failed to 
run its machinery so that we- 

(Continued om Page F--- 
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| 000,000 in loss of wages and pur- | i] 
|chasing power in the past three | On Jo ble Ss Is 


Bared As False 


|Phila. Mayor Says Only 
52,000 Are Idle—Billi- 
kopf and Prof. 
| Loucks Dispute Him 


HILADELPHIA. — With the 
Kensington district in smol- 
dering political revolt and mur- 
murings coming from other quar- 
ters due to the unemployment sit- 
uation and its total neglect by the 
city government, Mayor Mackey 
attempted to ‘pull a fast one” by 
taking a “police census’ of unem- 
ployment and issuing low figures. 
After a supposedly thorough can- 
vass of all parts of the city the 
Maycr announced at a luncheon 
on unemployment given by Jacob 
Billikopf, director of the Jewish 
Welfare Federation, that there 
were only 52,000 unemployed in 
the city and that only half of these 
needed aid. 
| Immediately the Mayor found 
|himself in a jam. Mr. Billikopf 
challenged his figures at the lun- 
cheon, pointing out that he knew 
of one industry normally employ- 
ing 72,000 men with only 52,000 
working today. And then the 
storm did break. Professor Loucks 
of the Wharton School, speaking 
before the Seventh Ward Women’s 
Republican Club, repeated remarks 
he had previously made at a meet- 
ing of the Philadelphia League for 
Industrial Democracy. He said in 
part: “The Mayor’s estimate is 
absolutely inaccurate and compares 
with no other figures. His esti- 
mate of 52,000 is a figure that rep- 
resents normal unemployment in 
Philadelphia in the best years. 
There are at least 150,000 uwnem- 
ployed in the city today and it is 
virtually impossible for any per- 
son to find a job.” 
Miss Helen Hall of the Univer- 
sity Settement Howse testified be- 


fore the Senate Committee that 
there were at least 152,000 out 
of work in this citv. All gso-io] 


|worlers accept that figure as a 


minimum. 

Union leaders have emphasized 
the fact fhat scarcely anyone can 
be found who was interviewed by 
the police during their supposed 
census. All in all it looks as 
though the Mayor has started 
tomething he can’t finish. 

At the same time these low fig- 
(Continued on Page Three) 


War 3 THOMAS, Socialist 
riy I--“er, is the man in 
public or sem!-public life most es- 
2emed by the students of Brook- 
‘yn Hunter College, according to 
a report on the replies to a ques- 
tionnaire made public this week. | 
Alfred E. Smith took second place, 
with Ramsay MacDonald and 
George Bernard Shaw following. 
The questionnaire was circulat- 
ed among 100 representative stu- 
dents, including members of the 
student council, class officers, club 
presidents and several students 
che \n at random. This number 
ented. one fifteenth of the 
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Aid to Jobless 


cialist Ministers Refus- 


Unemployment Relief 





(By a New Leader Corresvondent) 


Chancellor Hermann Mueller, So- 
cialist, which held office since June 
29, 1928, resigned last Thursday, 
terminating a deadlock of three 
weeks over the issue of funding 
Germany’s unemployment debt. 
The determination of the Social- 
ists, the most powerful single unit 
it the government group, to up- 
hold the interests of the party’s 
labor and trade union following 
was directly responsible for the 
overthrow of the Ministry, in which 
| the Socialists held the post of 
|Chancellor along with three other 
|key portfolios, Their 





| 
| 


growing unemployment debt to 
which the other parties in the co- 
alition had agreed convinced 
Chancellor Mueller of the futility 
of further inter-party bickering 
and the Caminet thereupon re- 
quired less than ten minutes to 
| make its mind to quit office. 

Dr. Heinrich Bruening, floor 
leader of the Centrist party, has 
{formed a government with the 
| Socialists in opposition. 

When the Mueller government 
set out after the ratification of 
the Young plan laws by the Reichs- 
tag to tackle the problem of fi- 
nancial reforms, it became evident 
that dealing with the Reich’s un- 
employment insurance fund would 


prove an issue on which the coali- ' 


tion was likely to founder. 

While several solutions held out 
the prospect of keeping the Cab- 
inet united and in office, alternat- 
ng objections by the German's 
People’s party, representing in- 
dustrial interests, and the Social- 
ists, Who also made it an issue of 
party prestige, prevented a defin- 
ite accord in the ranks of the coali- 
tion parties. 

As a last expedient the Centrist 
and Democratic parties proposed 
a solution which left the issue of 
financing unemployment insurance 
to the discretion of the Cabinet 
and the Reichstag in such a man- 
that the Reich's exchequer 
would meet the situation in ac- 
cordance with its current require- 
ments out of incoming revenues 
and such emergency sources as 
were available, in the hope that 
| with the approach of Summer the 
employment situation would im- 
prove. It was also proposed in 
the formula presented by the Dem- 
ocrats and Centrists and which 
received the support of the Peo- 
ple’s arty, that gradual reform 
in the organization of Federal un- 
employment insurance should be 
undertaken along with the govern- 
ment’s other financial policies. 

In this proviso the Socialists 
scented a future danger that un- 
employment allowances would be 
cut down, an eventuality which 
they refused to consider. A So- 
ialist party caucus overwhelming- 
ly voted to reject the compromise, 
whereupon the entire Cabinet de- 
cided to retire from Office. 

Socialist leaders stoutly resent- 
ed the charge that they had over- 
thrown the government, and de- 
fended their action by saying that 
surrender on such a vital matter 
as unemployment doles could not 
be tolerated. 

Mueller relinquished the post of 

(Continued on Page Three) 
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Tunter College Votes Thomas 
Most Popular in Public Life 


The other votes were distributed 

mong scientists, statesmen, jour- 
nalists, composers, playwrights 
and aviators. Pres'dent Hoover, 
Calvin Coolidge and Mayor Walker 
were ignored. 

Mme. Curie was th 
the majority as tl 
admired, while Eva 
came second. 





La Gallienne 






“All Quiet n the Western 
Front” was cited as th < pre- 
ferred, followed by “The Eridge of 


San Luis Rey” and “The Art of 
Thinking.” 

Off the plays now running on 
Broajiwe;7, “Journey's End” was 
voteq most popula: 











Mueller and Other So- 


ed to Accept Cut in 


ERLIN, March 27.—The coali- | 
tion government headed by | 


refusal to, 


accept a formula for funding the | 


| etbook Workers Union; Jos. 


Speakers In 


Socialists Out Thousands Cheer Socialist 14,000 Now 
OfReichGovt. 


LosAngeles; Tn the Party, 


| Hugh Auditorium Jammed Senior Tells 





| 


‘ \“‘Red Letter Day” For Socialism As Throngs 
Caused Break Cheer Hillquit, Hoan, Oneal and Maurer— 
| Many Join Party and Subscribe to Paper—_ hm 


Large Collection Taken Up 


NEC Session 


‘National Committee 





By George H. Shoaf 

OS ANGELES.—Amazing and stimulating as were the at- 

L tendance and enthusiasm associated with the banquet given 
| members of the National Executive Committee two nights before, 
| the rally by the Socialist and labor forces of Los Angeles in Trin- 
ity Auditorium the following Sunday evening, March 30, at which 
| all the members of the visiting committee spoke, proved to be 
} Without a line of advertising in the 
'local press on the morning of the< 


an unprecedented event. 


| rally and inconspicuous notices by 
| just two capitalist papers previous- 
ly, the Auditorium, which seats 
;two thousand people, was jammed 
|to overflowing. In large measure 
| this was due to the effective work 
of a committee of local Socialists 
inder the able supervision of Or- 
ganizer William H. Busick, 
|the popularity given the affair by 
The New Era, newly established 
‘Los Angeles Socialist paper, and 
iThe Citizen, official organ of the 
Los Angeles Labor movement. 
That over tow thousand persons 
paid from fifty cents to one dollar 
'each to hear Socialism discussed 
between election campaigns consti- 
tutes an event which today is caus- 
ing marked comment in the inner 
circles of the Los Angeles busi- 
ness world, among city and county 
officials and by scores of news- 
paper men who are not permitted 
to write about it. 
jority of the audience consisted 
lof labor men and women, and 
young people unfamiliar with tra- 
ditional politics, quite a number 


and | 


Finds Los Angeles 
Most Encouraging City 
| in the Western States 


By James Oneal 

OS ANGELES, Calif.—Not in 

, years has the National Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the Socialist 
Party met in a more encouraging 
and members of the various pro-/ city than Los Angeles. Here is 
fessions was noticeably present, in-| not only a thriving Socialist or- 
cluding the chief of the so-called | sanization with 14 or 15 branches 
“Red Squad” and his band of en-' byt on all sides one sees young 
ergetic sleuths. The presence Of! men and women who give their 
this latter aggregation was uN-| time to party work. 
necessary, however, as no attempt; Oy Saturday night the local ex- 
| was made to provoke disturbance. | ecytive committee met with the 
The significance of this event! members of the National Execu- 
jis too tremendous for words to/ tive Committee. Of about thirty 
| describe. It marks the beginning | members present .at least two- 
of a new era in the City of the thirds were young’ people. These 
| Angels. Without doubt the re- | vente folks take their Socialism 
| sponsible and intelligent working | seriously and find a joy in work- 








While the ma- | 


| people here are rapidly being dis-/ing for it. Within a few days 


| illusioned as to Hoover prosperity, 
|are tiring of empty promises and 
outworn platitudes, are preparing 
to throw over the program of sup- 
| pression which has made civil lib- 
'erties in California a raped God- 


dess of American liberty, and are | 


| determined to organize for politi- 
|cal and economic independence. 

Common sense and practical pro- 
; cedure have characterized the de- 
| velopment of the Los Angeles So- 
|cialist movement since its recru- 
;descenec a year ago. At that 

(Continued on Page Two) 





lof business leaders, office holders 


Chicago sal 
Phila. Plan 
For May Day 


Arrangements for De- 
monstrations in New 
York and Elsewhere 


Are Also Progressing 


(By a New Leader Correspondent) 

CHICAGO.—Plans for four sep- 
arate May Day meetings are under 
way in Chicago. The Socialist 
Party Cook County Office, in co- 
operation with the City chapter of 
the L. I. D. and representatives 
of the Amalgamated Clothing 
Workers, and the I. L. G. W. U., 
is planning a mass meeting to be 
addressed by three speakers. The 
general topics will be: the causes 
of unemploymnt, old age pensions 
and unemployment insurance, and 
the prospects for independent labor 
political action in America. Com- 
plete details.as to speakers, time, 
end place are now being worked 
out. 

The Socialist Club of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago is also plan- 
ning a May Day meeting of some- 
what smaller proportions. It will 
be held on the campus, in Mandel 
Hall, with members of the Univer- 
sity faculty as speakers. 

In addition to these meetings, 
two of the foreign language fed- 
erations—the Polish and the Jugo 
Slav—are planning May Day ral- 
lies for their own groups. 

By holding four different meet- 
ings instead of trying to get all 
of these diverse groups out to one 
larger affair, it is believed that 
more persons will be reached, and 
that more interest will be stimu- 
lated. 

PHII-ADELPHIA.—A _ confer- 
and trade 

has been arranged for 
April 4, at 8 p. m., at 
the Labor Institute, 810 Locust 
street. This conference will lay 
plans for a large mass meeting 
on May 1. The May Day meeting 
will be a protest avainst the use 


ence of Socialists 
unionists 


Friday, 





of the courts, police and govern- 
ment in labor dicputes. De- 
m2nds will be made for legislation 
such as old age pensions, unem- 
ployment insurance, etc. Special 
emphasis will be laid on the need 
for a new social order 
The conference wil 





manent com ttee to i 








|A.F.L. to Fight 


Par':er Before 


U. S. Senators 


Mearing on Proposed 
Supreme Court Justice 


Will Be Held This'| 


| there is fear and’ anxiety by stu- 


Saturday 


| gueeeeengell (FP)—Upon 
application by Edward F. 
McGrady, legislative agent of the 
American Federation of Labor, a 
hearing on the nomination of Judge 
John J. Parker, sponsor of the 
| yellow-dog injunction, to be a jus- 
|tice of the Supreme Court, will be 
held by a Senate judiciary sub- 
committee April 5. The indict- 
ment of Parker being drawn up 
by the A. F. of L. and the Asso- 
ciation of Rail Labor 
will be 
mittee. 

Two possible lines of attack on 


laid before the sub-com- 


Parker's record are under consid- 


eration. One is a statement of 
Parker's atitude toward the rights 
of workers, as shown in his deci- 
sion of April 18, 1927, 
the McClintic injunction protecting 


sustaining 


jthe yellow dog contract in the Red 
| Jacket Consolidated Coal & Coke 
Co, case in West Virginia. In this 
decision Parker showed that he 
stood unequivocally for the social 
theory expressed- by the 7 
jority of the Supreme Cou 
Hitchman Coal Coc 7 
ganized labor shall 
alized for any attempt 
the shackles from the 
workers who have been bul 
starved into signing nont 
tracts of employment. If 
eration follows this line, it 
nore f 















the other features of 1 
junction evil, and impress upon ev- 


ery senator that his vote will sic- 


nify acceptance or rejection of the 
dog contract as 
of the American worker 


the doom 


¥v o] ] ow 












purpose of tl labor movement. oF he co mation s 
The signers of the call include 2 n to the Uni 

Andrew J. Biemiller, L. I. D.; | Suprem Court by the U 
David Braginsky, United Hebrew States Senate _ Telegrams © r 
Trades; M. Domsky, Clo2kmaker: test against the confirmation of 
Union; Charles A. Kennedy, Pock- Judge Parker were also sent to 







Kaz- | 
(Continued en Page Feur) 


Senators Wagner and Copeland of 
New York. 


| the same day. 





| nificant than anything 


| they distributed some 15,000 copies 
lof the party’s local weekly, The 
| New Era, a publicatiton which has 
j already brought an income to the 








{Local although is only a few 
| weeks old. 

If Los Angeles is one of the 
| brightest and most ncouraging 





|cities for Socialism the meetings 
| held by members of the National 





Executive Committee have also 
| proved of great interest. But four 
|members of the committee and 
| National Secretary Senior attend- 
fed this meeting. They are Daniel 
W. Hoan of Milwaukee, James H. 
Maurer of Reading, Morris Hill- 


quit of New York and the writer. 
Warm Response Found 

There were no great mass meet- 
ings held enroute to Los Angeles. 
Many were arranged by clubs and 
forums as well as by party organ- 
izations. In some cases two and 
three groups were addressed on 
The net impression 
of the reports of these meetings 
is a very definite interest in the 
Socialist program. Everywhere 


dents and professional men re- 
garding present trends of Amer- 
ican capitalism. They are eager 
to listen to what the Socialist has 
to say. 

Another impression is that eco- 
nomic distress is much more grave 
and widespread than the politi- 
cians at Washington will admit. 
I have never heard of such poverty 
and misery as I observed at some 


points on this trip. Wages are 
frightfully low, especially in Rieh- 
mond, Indianapolis, and Terre 
Haute. From New York to Cali- 
fornia the army of jobless men 


{stretches in an unbroken line. I 
Executives | 


am convinced from my observa- 
tions that there are great masses 
in this country whose living stan- 
dards do not rise above the level 
of the standards of the nineties. 
Great Possibilities In Cities 

A third impression received is 

x ies Socialists 

rorable oppor- 
n What is 
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it difficult to compute 
hip but even on this 
the minimum num- 

is shown to be 10,627. The 
mal membership is undoubtedly 
een 14,000 and 15,000. 








and several federations have 
ted activity to the national 
} This is an increase of four 
states since the December meet- 
e and of ten states since the 
pmber meeting.” 

In sing demands for litera- 
‘ture tell the same story. More 
“has been distributed the last three 
“months than in any similar period 
“since the 1928 campaign. Within 























- three weeks each of three leaf- 
* iets (25,000 each) have been sold 
out and new supplies have been 
_ ordered. 
At the September meeting Sen- 
’ jor recommended that no pamph- 
' Jets should be ordered printed for 
' the present but since then the sit- 
- wation has changed and new 
_ pampiiets are necessary. They 
will be announced as they are 
’ ready. A leafilet by Oneal on “La- 
bor Politics,” was approved and 
will be printed, and Senior will ob- 
tain material for a pamphlet on 
“Nationalization of Coal Mines.” 
Oscar Ameringer will be asked to 
revise his “Socialism—What It Is 
and How To Get It” pamphlet. 
Lecture Bureau Authorized 
_ The opportunities for placing 
_ speakers before a variety of edu- 
cational groups and forums also 
Warrant establishing a lecture bu- 
reau and Secretary Senior was au- 
thorized to go ahead with it. 
From every point of view the 
Socialist awakening is evident. It 
would be a matter of despair if 
the general distress among the 
working class did not bring this 
awakening. A sort of stupor ap- 
pears among some workers be- 
cause of what is happening. They 
are dazed that the paradise of 
“prosperity” has collapsed like a 
bladder emptied of wind, but as 
their minds clear there is nu rea- 
son why we should not reach them 
with the emancipating message of 



















gressional program 
by Nathan Fine of the Research 


was turned over to Morris Hill- 
quit who will draft the program 
and submit it to the next meet- 
ing. Secretary Senior will also 
survey the country and report the 
most promising districts. 
May Day Rallies Ordered 
The membership drive for 30,000 
new members has brought an in- 
crease in membership even in 
some states where no organized 
drive was undertaken. The in- 
crease was largely due to the im- 
pact of what was being done in 
other states. Because of his other 
duties Marx Lewis of New York 
has not been able to give the time 
required to this national drive. 
Hillquit and Oneal will confer with 
Local New York to obtain part 
time service of Lewis for this 
work. It is certain that with some 
systematic effort the weak states 
can be helped. - 
In accord with the Socialist 
awakening the party organiza- 
tions throughout the country will 
be urged to arrange May Day 
meetings. A May Day message 
will also be issued by the N. E. C. 
in honor of Labor’s International 
Holiday. The committee is anxious 
that locals and. branches imme- 
diately begin to arrange for these 
meetings. 
The committee has not yet de> 
cided the matter of the location 
yof national headquarters. Wash- 
ington has been favored by some 
and Secretary Senior recom- 
mends it because of the publicity 
that can be obtained there and 
other reasons. Joseph Sharts of 
Ohio will be asked to investigate 
and make a recommendation re- 
garding this. 
The members of the National 
Committee have not met since this 
body was created in 1928. The 
members and the state organiza- 
tions will be asked their opinion 
of trying to hold a meeting in 
Pittsburgh on May 25, the N. E. 
C. to meet the day before. It will 
depend upon the answers received 
by Secretary Senior whether the 
National Committee will hold a 
session. It is very desirable to 
hold such a meeting if enough 











Socialism. 
Material suggested for a con- 


members can attend to make it a 
working body. 





Greets Socialist 


Inspiring Los‘Angeles Banquet 


Party N. E. C. 





By George H. Shoaf 
OS ANGELES.—Socialism in 
bay. Los Angeles and Southern Cal- 
; ifornia was given a tremendous 
forward movement as a result of 
the banquet in honor of the Na- 
tional Executive Committee staged 
in the largest banquet hall of the 
famous and exclusive Hotel Alex- 
andria Friday evening, March 28. 
Donthusiasm for the cause of So- 
cialism fully equalled that char- 
acteristic of other gatherings in 
the old days before the world war 
when local Los Angeles had a 
membership of twelve hundred, 
and Job Harriman, the Party’s 
candidate for mayor, polled over 
forty thousand votes, almost cap- 
turing the city. The distinctive 
feature was the liberal attendance | 
of men and women representing | 
the local labor movement. 
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ipated in the affair. 


Welcoming Mayor Daniel 


W. | 


eS 


\ 





of Milwaukee’s chief executive, 
own offices in the city hall during 
the afternoon. This is the first 
time in the history of Los Angeles 
that a mayor has formally greeted 
members and officials of the So- | 
cialist Party, and the first time 
that the staid and stately Hotel 
Alexandria has accorded its hospi- 
tality to Socialism. Even in the 
old days when the Socialist move- 
ment was a threatening power 
such courtesies were unknown. 
Who a year ago dared to dream |} 
that five hundred persons in Los | 
Angeles and vicinity would have | 
paid a dollar and a half per plate 
to hear Socialism discussed or had 


scab-breeding Better America Fed- 
eration, and propaganda habitat 
of The Los Angeles Times. 
Most of 500 In Party 
Virtually all present were eith- 
er members of the Socialist Party 
or were sympathetic with the So- 
cialist cause. Probably half of 
the banqueters were young people, 
itself a matter of outspoken signif- 
jeance. Taking advantage of this 
fact the speakers, avoiding the us- 
wal line of agitation talk, took 
their auditors into their confidence 
and came to immediate grips with 
the policy and purposes of the So- 
cialist Party, the present field of 
Operations and its ripeness for the 
Socialist message, and stressed in 
forceful terms the work which 
must be done if Socialism in Amer- 
fica measures up to its opportun- 
ities and achieves success. 
he keynote was struck by May- 
niel Hoan of Milwaukee when 
d 


| ti 


| ti 
on in Milwaukee because 
d and emphasized im- 
pds. We talked in 4 
to practical-minded 
le, and they respond-. 
votes. 

















your organization and work to de- 


heroic Victor Berger, however, we 
got together and started forward, 
jand today we are united, enthus- 
iastic, accomplishing results, ex- 
| tending our influence and have be- 
}gun that march which shall not | with an appropriate original story. 
;stop until we arrive at the goal 
of 
wealth!” 


More |always doing somethi 


eS than five hundred persons partic- |cialism, Morris Hilliquit, veteran 
| Socialist leader, said in part: 


changing sentiment in this center | Tous 


}other members of the middle and 
| working 
Trinity Auditorium rally, are out-/recently for 
spoken in their declaration that a|their right of free speech. 
great political party of the pro-|police are now permitting the So- 
ducers is imperative to combat |cialists to speak but are suppress- 
| successfully the old parties of cap- 
jitalism, 
| philosophy 
jshould be the chief features of 
|that party. 


|women who toil in immediate de- 
|mands, not losing sight of the ul-|ius of the immortal Debs, Editor | 
| timate objective, there is no doubt |James Oneal, of the New York 
jin the minds of thoughtful obser- 
vers that this metropolis of reac- | 


}ors and given to America as the 
|foremost outpost of Socialism for|jhe Socialist Party is the only 
progress and humanity. Pp 
end such criminal conditions. We 
What we | Organizer Busick as the chairman | were accustomed tp listen to peace, 
ee you can do injof the Trinity Auditorium meet-|and we got war; we have been 


you go about the jing. y 


matter in a sane and sensible way. 
Don’t expect to gain victory by 
sitting on a box and dreaming 
about it. You must distribute lit- 
erature, hold meetings, perfect 


serve the support of the forces of 
labor. Following the World War 
the Socialist Party in Milwaukee, 
as everywhere else, was standing 
still. Under the leadership of the 


the Cooperative Common- 
Hillquit Predicts Progress 

Introduced as the man who is 

for So- 





Department of the Rand School 


- 








and we got the worst conditions 












Party Leaders 


NATIONAL SECRETARY 
of the Socialist Party who 
Planned and Directed 
Western Trip of Socialist 


since the panic of ’98. Those who 
own and control the means of life 
have no problems to solve; they 
are satisfied with the status quo. 
When the owning class is in charge 
only those who write or speak the 








CLARENCE SENIOR 





opinions of the controlling cliques 
are permitted to free expression.” 

Refering to the Doheny acquit- 
tal, the speaker said: 

“Tt is characteristic of our coun- 
try at the present time that one 
rich man is freed on precisely the 
same evidence which convicts an- 
other man.” 

Oneal’s speech while brief was 
effective, and scored a decided hit. 
It was well organized, and a cred- 
it to the famous editor. 

Morris Hillquit was next intro- 
duced. His trenchant analysis of 
capitalism, his forceful presenta- 
tion of the social process, and the 
unanswerable logic of his argu- 
ment greatly impressed his audi- 
tors. 

He paid a tribute to the Brit- 
ish Labor Party and urged his 
hearers to emulate the example 
of their British brothers. Names 
mean nothing, he said, provided 
the party you join is controlled by 
the workers and represents the in- 
terests of the workers. The labor 
parties of the world over, whether 
they be called Socialist or other- 





many municipalities. 


but had we done so we 


What would have occurred? 


that fact. 


Maurer, Oneal Speak 
James Maurer, 


ies of reminiscence. 


ence Senior, national 


lated. 


acting as toastmaster. 





“We recognize that only slow, 


| Trades Council, 


made amidst 


On behalf of the Los Angeles 
Harvey Gorman, 
“Before the World War our |editor of The Citizen, official labor 
|Party in the United States num- /paper, extended the heartiest greet- 
|bered a membership of one hun-|ings of organized labor to the vis- 
dred thousand. Nearly every state iting committee 





‘Thousands Cheer Socialist 
Speakers In Los Angeles 





p (Continued from Page 1 
| time only one small branch of the 


the temerity to visualize the aus- |Socialist Party, with few mem-/bers of the National Executive 
pices under which this banquet was | bers, tried to function now and |Committee of the Socialist Party 
held? And who would have thought | then. 
that more than $2,100 could have | Busick and the injection of fresh | jails,” 
been raised to help carry on the | blood with a more agreeable at-/our local district attorne 
work of the Socialist movement? |titude toward organized labor, |the pentitentiary and many of our | 
These events speak volumes for |however, have produced a wond- | most prominent bankers and busi- 
twelve |ness men are under indictment as 
of capitalist reaction, this home |branches of the Party have been/a result of their joint efforts in 
of the open shop, birthplace of the |Organized, and Socialist agitation |successfully pilfering 
jis not frowned upon in the vicinity 
jof Labor Temple. 


The arrival of Organizer |t 


change. Today 





Prominent labor men as well as 


classes, following the 


and that the Socialist 
and Socialist tactics 


The word Socialism 


}a 
If the Los Angeles So- 


ve lines to interest the men and 


on and capitalistic domination 


Upton Sinclair was presented by 





ing the Communists. 
}member in the late war when the 
| Socialists and all liberals and rad- 
icals were denied their constitu- | 
tional rights; and I want to say | 
}seems to have lost its terrifying |that in all probability we will 
jimplication for the workers here- 
| abouts. 
|cialists continue their policy of 
}sanity, and work along construc- 


jin the next war. 
|greater headway in the future | 
|than we have done in the past.” 


propagandized 


“IT wish 


o the land of orange groves and 
~ lg “Most of j want victory that will be perman- |, 


” 
ys are in jent and complete. 


began Sinclair. 


from the 


pockets of suckers more than one 
hundred million dollars in a swind- 
ling oil transaction. 


“Numerous American citizens 


me. been imprisoned in this city 


exercise 
The 


daring to 


I can re- 


gain be given similar treatment 
If we don’t make 


Introduced as a native of Terre 


Haute and an jnheritor of the gen- 


|New Leader, exclaimed: 


tumultuous 


) 
to welcome the mem- 


was organized and we held office in 
During the 
war we could have retained our 
popularity and our strength had 
we succumbed to war hysteria, 
would 
have lost our soul. Suppose we had 
acted other than we did, taking 
a tangent to the left, and tried to 
bring about premature revolution. 
Civil 
war, suppression, dictatorship and 
extermination of every Socialist. 
“Never has the Socialist Party 
confronted a greater opportunity 
than right now. With the break- 
down of prosperity, the presence of 
an army of unemployed and a 
black industrial future staring us 
in the face, the old parties are 
totally inadequate, and the work- 
ers are beginning to appreciate 
They are realizing and 
now admitting that the Socialist 
Party was right all along, that it 
embodies the correct philosophy, 
offers the only solution, and is the 
Party of hope and of the future.” 


the grand old 
man of the Pennsylvania labor 
movement, entertained with stor- 
James Oneal, 
popular editor of The New Leader, 
captivated his hearers by announc- 
ing that present prospects indi- 
cate that within ten years, if ev- 
ery party member does his and 
her duty, the United States will 
witness the growth of Socialism 
to an unprecedented degree. Clar- 
secretary, 
presented statistics of recent Party 
growth that cheered and stimu- 


A large part of the life of the 
proceedings was Upton Sinclair's 
In his own 
inimitable way he ac@smpanied 
the introduction of each speaker 


Too much credit cannot be ac- 
corded William W. Busick, local 
organizer, and the committee of 
arrangements for the preliminary 
work done which made the ban- 
quet such an amazing success. 
In recognition of the merit and 
splendid services of Comrade Bu- 
sick, Kate Crane Gartz, friend of 
Hoan and other members of the |laborious, constructive effort on|}man and supporter of every wor- 
Committee, John C. Porter, mayor | the part of each one of us will|thy humanitarian cause, agreed, 
of Los Angeles, won the hearts of | Wi? permanent results. The So-j|as her contribution to Socialism, 
his hearers when he testified to the cialist Party is not a Party of di-|to pay one hundred dollars a 
ability and sincerity of purpose | rect action in that it would ac-|month for the next twelve months 

jcomplish its ends through violence. |toward defraying Comrade Bu- 
with whom he had visited in his | We shall succeed only as we agi-/sick’s salary. This announcement 

| tate, educate and organize in con- | was 
|formity with American procedure | cheering. 
| both on the industrial and political | 
| fields. 


| 
;meeting and others came in the 


| 


|$400 in a collection. | 


| 


| Sunday night. 


“I was shocked at Sinclair's re- | 


: |cita] of the crimes committed by 
will be wrested from her oppress- |prominent men of Los Angeles. | 
|In this utterly impractical world 


ractical movement which can 


ith prosperity, 





wise, are committed to the col- 
lective ownership and operation of 
the means of production and ex- 
change. They stand for immedi- 
ate demands and the ultimate re- 
alization of the Cooperative Com- 
monwealth. They are pledged to 
end war because the men and wo- 
men who vote labor know war and 
hate it with all the fervor of their 
souls. In European countries the 
workers are organizing and pre- 
paring to serve notice on their 
masters that economic injustice, 
social degradation and war shall 
cease. In an eloquent appeal 
which brought his hearers to their 
feet, Hillquit besought the Ameri- 
can working classes to unite with 
the world-wide organization of la- 
bor and International Socialism for 
universal peace. 
James Maurer, of Pennsylvania, 
addressed his remarks to the trade 
unionists present. With wit and 
burlesque he punctured the pre- 
tensions of the Democratic and Re- 
publican Parties, disclosed the shal- 
lowness of slogans, and empha- 
sized the factors of the class strug- 
gle as they found expression in our 
social, economic and political life. 
Among other things he said: 
“This country produced in 1923 
wealth aggregating thirteen bil- 
lion dollars; in 1928 the wealth 
produced mounted to ninety bil- 
lion. Today American finance has 
fifty billion dollars invested abroad. 
I wapt to say to you that when 
the workers abroad rise against 
industrial oppression, as they will, 
our dollar plutocraty will expect 
you workers to go abroad and fight 
those struggling foreign workers 
in order to protect the wealth you 
American workers created and did 
not get. Are you going to do it?” 
From the sensation that state- 
ment made it was quite evident 
that the workers present had no 
idea of fighting and dying for the 
master classes. 

As the last speaker of the eve- 
ning Mayor Daniel Hoan of Mil- 
waukee told a graphic story of 
efforts made by Mayor Dever of 
Chicago to clean that city of cor- 
ruption. His story illustrates the 
folly of electing a good man to of- 
fice and expecting that man, with 
his hands tied to a capitalist pro- 
gram, to accomplish worth while 
results. 

“When I was inducted into the 
mayor’s office in Milwaukee,”’ Hoan 
said, “‘so corrupt had the politi- 
cians become that they had for 
their private convenience a house 
of prostitution close by. We have 
had an uphill fight in Milwaukee 
battling for good government and 
honesty in public life, but the peo- 
ple in increasing numbers are ap- 
preciating what we are trying to 
do and they are coming to our 
help. My final word to you Los 
Angeles workers is to get into 
the Socialist Party, build it into 
a mighty power, take charge of 
your government, municipal and 
state, and stand foursquare against 
all the crimes of capitalism. That 
is the only way you will ever stop 
the indictment of crooked and cor- 
rupt public officials. Organize and 
vote to destroy the conditions of 
corruption at their source if you 























|following days. 


| disposed of. Application for mem- 


| Council Chamber of the City Hall | 


| people of this section are most 


At this big demonstration 130 
subscriptions were taken for “The 
New Era” and more came in the 
All literature was 
sold and more could have been 


bership cards were handed out, 
36 were signed and returned at the 


mails. The door receipts for ad- 
mission were over a thousand dol- 
lars and the audience added over 


It was a great night for Social- 
ism in Los Angeles. 








Role of United States 
At London Conference 





President, Socialist a 
T= bourgeois agencies have 


tions of the world should have 


ments the British Government is 
for it, the unanimous opinion of 


done. 
No Excessive Confidence 


ried out. 


rnent to contract more extended 


Britain at Geneva, 
Paris. 


certainly not strengthen us. 


an excess of confidence in the re- 
sults which can be expected from 
official pacifism could only expose 
the working-class to the worst 
deceptions. 

The truth is that the infinitely 
modest results which can be hoped 
for in the matter of the reduction 


ture will be in direct proportion 
to the influence which the Labor 
and Socialist Movement exercises 
upon governmental policies. And, 
from this point of view, the Lon- 
don Conference, coming after the 
lamentable failures of the prepar- 
atory meetings at Geneva, will 
bring only too instructive lessons 
to the working class. 

Five powers, indeed, are repre- 
sented there, alongside of which 
the other navies are quite second- 
ary. These five powers signed the 
Pact of Paris in 1928. They have 
undertaken never to make war 
again, and in a general manner 
never to have recourse to war 
again as an instrument of national 
policy. If they really had confi- 
dence in themselves, if they had 
the respect for their own signa- 


ments between individuals, noth- 
ing would prevent them from pro- 
ceeding without risk to a great 
reduction in their 
The “pocket battle-ship” of Ger- 
many or the few vessels of Soviet 
Russia would not be an obstacle 
to this. 
The London Spectacle 

But what spectacle, interrupted 
by ministerial crises and palavers 


between technicians, has the whole | 


world been looking at for long 


weeks past? 
In the quintette of great naval 
powers the only government upon 
which the vill to peace of the} 
workers exercises a very strong | 
influence shows the sincere desire | 
to draw the logical consequences 
from agreements against war. The 
British Labor Government accepts | 
parity with the United States. It | 
positively renounces, even for Eu- 


of the two 
Although the 


the principle 
standard. 


rope, 





Dallas, Texas, Likes 
Tak Given by Oneal | 


(By a New Leader Correspondent) i 


powers 
British fleet has already’ been re- 
duced from 2,438,000 tons in 1914} 


to 1,889,000 in 1929, it is ready | 


James Oneal gave a splendid | for new and perceptible reductions. 


and searching talk on present day | 
problems to a fair audience in the | 


On the other hand, 


the people were gathering a vio-| preoccupations of prestige or by 
lent thunder storm was much in} mental reservations of reciprocal 


evidence and thus hindered at-/| mistrust. 
| reduction, or even a limitation of 


tendance. 


In order to oppose a 


Literature was sold and splen-| their present armaments or of 


did interest was manifest. Tae} 


their programs of construction, 
they bring forward the most di-| 
heavily hit by the unemployment | verse reasons, of which one does | 


Whatever may be the case, how-Y 
ever, the meeting of the two bodies 
will have had the result of making 
the workers more attentive to 
what is being done or what is not 
being done in London, of making 
them see more clearly through 
the fog of technical discussions 
the consequences which a com- 
plete failure of the Naval Confer- 
ence would have from the point 
of view of the general problem of 
disarmament, of convincing them 
above all that on this question, as 
on all others, they must not count 
upon the bourgeois governments 
in order that something may be 


We are not among those who 
regard as valueless the efforts of 
men of good-will who have been 
fighting for ten years past at 
Geneva and elsewhere, in order 
that war should be outlawed oth- 
erwise than verbally, in order that 
Article 8 of the Covenant of the 
League of Nations should cease to 
be an empty promise never car- 
Our British comrades 
were right when they said in 
Paris that it is playing the game 
of the militarist and nationalist 
reaction to represent for example 
the Kellogg Pact as a mere scrap 
of paper, to undervalue, in Mac- 
Donald’s words, the effectiveness 
of the moral ramparts without | 
bayonets or tomahawks behind | 
them, to refuse to see in the very 
hesitation of the Labor Govern- 


engagements the passionately ser- 
ious character of those which 


have been contracted by Great 
Locarno and 


it is proper to add at once that 


of armaments at the present junc- | 


4 ment. 


naval forces. | 


the four} 
other governments in which ee 
working-class is not represented 
At about the time | remain completely dominated by 


By Basile Veniervelile 


nd Labor International 
maintained a complete silence re- 


garding the joint meeting of the Bureau of the Labour and 
Socialist International and the Executive of the International Fede- 
ration of Trade Unions which was held on March 7th. 
be thought, however, that they have regarded it as indifferent and 
negligible that the two most powerful politico-economic organiza- 


It cannot 


defined their attitude with regard 


to the London Conference. The truth is, no doubt, that they desired 
as far as possible to leave the public in ignorance of the fact that 
in its loyal and sincere effort for a perceptible reduction in arma- 


not alone; that it has with it, and 
the Socialists of all countries. 


France and Italy Also Contributing to Failure of 
Conference, Head of Socialist and Labor Inter- 
national Asserts — Urges Workers Bring Pres- 
sure on Their Governments 





selves, after a more or less short 
interval. 


speak of Japan at aH. Japan oc- 
cupies a situation apart, and more- 
over, in the absence of resources 
seems only to have defensive pre- 
occupations on sea. 
Attacks U. S. Policy 

But the others, those which 
concern us most closely, the Uni- 
ted States, Italy and France, or 
more exactly (for it is absurd to 
consider the peoples divided by 
class antagonisms as moral en- 
tities having only one and the 
same will) fhe others, the Fascist 
government, the Tardieu govern- 
ment and the Hoover government. 

First of all, the Hoover govern- 
ment, Give honor where honor is 
due. The United States had gone 
from 228,000 tons in 1900 to near- 
ly 900,000 tons in 1914. Today 
they have 1,200,000, and in order 
to realize parity with Great Brit- 
ian in all categories, they desire 
to construct at least 80,000 tons 
of light cruisers for which they 
have no use. Why? In order to 
carry out the big stick policy in 
Nicaragua? To defend coasts 
which no one is threatening? No. 
But the imperialism of the dollar 
can not admit that there should 
be a larger fleet on the oceans 
than its own, and, what is more 
real, in the hypothesis of a new 
world war the Americans want 
to be able to defend with gunfire 
the right of doing business with all 
the belligerents, even with the vi- 
olators of the Kellogg Pact! 

Then the Fascist Government. 





An excess of mistrust —= | Signor Mussolini is posing in Lon- 
But | 


| don as @ man of peace. He de- 
| clares himself ready, while feign- 
|ing the greatest seriousness, to 
| reduce his navy to the minimum 
| and even to zero, provided that 
| the other continental countries do 
the same. But in insisting upon 
|} a parity with France which does 
not exist and never has existed, 
| which could not exist without giv- 
| ing the Fascist fleet an undoubted 
| superiority in the Mediterranean, 
| he has provided his French part- 
| ners with the best of pretexts 
for rol abating their own claims. 
Then comes the government of 

| M. Tardieu, which is after all sup- 
| ported—there is no need whatever 
| to dissimuJate this—by the great 
| majority of the French Parlia- 
France had 755,000 tons on 

| sea in 1914. It possesses today, 
| for the support of the mest pow- 
| erful army on the continent, 661,- 
| 000 (a disputed figure, however). 
| It desires under the color of ab- 
|; solute need, not to reduce its 
| navy but to increase it still fur- 
| ther up to 717,000 tons. It subor- 
| dinates every reduction in its de- 
| mands to conditions of a political 
| order which it knows have no 
chance of being accepted by Great 


| that, after all, one can hardly 
count upon enything but the cour- 
| ageous effort of our comrades of 
the French section of the Interna- 
| tional to bring French opinion to 
|@ more correct conception of the 


| value of non-military guarantees | 
| of international security. Will they | 
One would like | 


| succeed in this? 
to hope so, but at the moment of 


| Writing it seems that their chances | : 
“4 tas | Money spent on battleships would 


are small. 


| A Socialist Program 


are all resolutely gambling for 
war, and for war between them- 


To simplify matters, let us not 


tures which is customary in agree-| Britain or the United States. So | W@nis club was addressed by May- | 


| 


engagements, to deny the signa- 
tures which they place at the 
foot of Pacts or Treaties, to find, 
when they think it opportune, the 
pretexts which are always found 
for leading the people anew to 
the abattoirs of war. 

As long indeed as the govern- 
ments remain what they are, it 
would be idle to nourish great 
hopes. It is certainly not upon a 
Tardieu or Mussolini, to say noth- 
ing of the pious pacifists from 
across the sea with their cruisers 
of 10,000 tons, that we can count 
for reducing, we do not even say 
abolishing, the burden of arma- 
ments, by putting an end by sin- 
cere agreements to competition 
in military preparations, the inev- 
itable result of which is seen only 
too well. And as a consequence 
the best work which one can do 
for peace is to work and fight to 
wrest the power from those who 
compromise peace for aims of 
prestige and imperialism. If there 
were five MacDonalds in London 
instead of one, the question of the 
fleets would be virtually solved. 
After all, the progress of democ- 
racy, of real democracy, of Social- 
ist democracy, will be the meas- 
ure of the progress possible for 
international security through ar- 
bitration and disarmament. On 
the day, but only on the day, 
when the masses understand this, 
will the mortal peril of war be 
averted. 





Communists Fail to 
Wreck ’Frisco Meeting 





(By a New Leader Correspondent) 

SAN FRANCISCO.— Commu- 
nist gangsters were foiled in an 
attempt to break up the meeting 
of San Francisco Socialists ad- 
dressed by Morris Hillquit, May- 
or Dan Hoan and James Maurer, 
on Tuesday night, March 25. 

Lena Morrow Lewis, Califor- 
nia State Secretary, had just in- 
troduced Mayor Hoan, when a 
Communist yelled, “What have 
you done for the workingman?” 
Without waiting for an answer he 
leaped on the platform in an ef- 
fort to prevent Hoan’s speaking. 
Hillquit suggested that he might 
be allowed time later but he re- 
jected this offer with a curse. 
Meanwhile Cameron King ran up 
on the platform to eject the dis- 
turber who was quickly aided by 
seven other gangsters. Com- 
rades Mackus and Aberle immedi- 


soon had the chair and fist swing- 
ing rioters under control. 


fracas and the meeting went on 
after that peacefully and success- 
fully. 

King was hit on the nose and 
lip and bled rather freely, but was 
able to preside at the banquet the 
next evening. A policeman had 
his teeth driven through his lip 


wound. 


Hillquit and Hoan 
Speak in Kansas City 





They were led off the platform. | ¢ 
The audience sat still during the | ™eeting of the Parliamentary La- 





British 
Proposes Bill 
To End Slums 


100,000 Persons Would 
Be Rehoused Yearly 
— Labor M.P.’s De- 
mand Action on Un- 
employment 


 "aalgn .—Announcing plans to 
sweep away London’s slum. 
areas, build skyscraper apartment 
houses and relieve housing conges- 
tion by spreading the populace 
over rural areas with small houses 
for aged persons, the Labor Gov- 
ernment revealed this week its 
biggest piece of proposed legisla- 
tion. 

The new plans which are con- 
tained in a "housing bill’ for pres- 
entation to Parliament, will cost 
many hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars and take forty years to com- 
plete, if approved. Instead of sub- 
sidizing the building of houses, as 
at present, the government pro- 
poses to make a money grant for 
each person rehoused. This figures 
out at about $11.25 in most places 
but in London might reach $18, In 
rural areas it would be $12.50. 

The bill was drafted on the as- 
sumption that if an ordered attack 
is to be made cn slum conditions, 
local administrative bodies must 
direct their attention against three 
broad groups — clearance areas, 
overcrowded semi-slum areas and 
individual insanitary houses. The 
country’s Minister of Health would 
be empowered to compel local au- 
thorities to carry out big clear- 
ance sc§$2mes where necessary. 
Landlords, by way of compensa- 
tion, would receive the full site 
value of their property and noth- 
ing more. 

The bill is to be piloted in Par- 
|liament by Arthur Greenwood, the 
| Minister of Health. 
| On a basis of 100,000 persons 
|being rehoused every year, the 
j cost of the scheme annually would 
|" $1,250,000. 

MacDonald Told to Hurry 

The MacDonald Cabinet has re- 
| ceived an ultimatum from its par- 
| liamentary supporters and a four- 
| teen-day time limit was fixed for 








ately came to King’s assistance |e government to reveal new 
and a squad of plain clothes men | plans to relieve the unemployment 


| Situation, now the worst in the 
last eight years. 
The decision was reached at a 


bor party, which is the backbone 
of the Labor movement here, and 
in spite of Ministerial remon- 
strances. The government will also 
be obliged at the end of the stipu- 
lated period to give reasons for 
rejecting any items of suggested 
policy contained in a secret mem- 


necessitating four stitches in the | orandum submitted to the Cabinet 


by Sir Oswald Mosely and George 
Lansbury, colleagues of J. H. 
Thomas, Lord Privy Seal. That 
memorandum was shelved by the 
government. 








(By a New Leader Correspondent) 


KANSAS CITY.—A highly suc- | 


Kansas City Socialist Party on} 
Friday evening, March 21, in the 
Unitarian Church, 
Hillquit as the main speaker. The | 
subject was “Shall We Have a 
Labor Party.” 


hundred 
ent. 


and fifty people pres- 
The chairman of the eve- 


State Chairman of the Socialist | 
Party, assisted by Rev. L. M.| 
Birkhead, pastor of the Unitarian 
Church. 
The lecture made a great im-| 
pression on those present and the 
local feels that the meeting will 
make possible increased activity 
in Kansas City. 
A luncheon meeting of the Ki- 





|or Hoan of Milwaukee in the 
| President Hotel Thursday noon, 
| March 20, at which there were | 


| about 60 people. | 


leneieeteencme: 


400 Hear Maurer | 
In Miles City, Mont. | 


} 
(By a New Leader Correspondent) | 
| 


MILES CITY, Montana.— 





| be converted for the ensuing 20 | 


years in helping the farmers of 


In these conditions, what can/the country, James Maurer told 
* e | = 
and should the two Internationals | 490 persons in the Wibaux hall 


do to follow up the Manifesto of here. 


March 7th. 

power and till the very end, the 
British Labo> Government, which 
alone represents in London the 
peaceful aspirations of the work- 
ers of all countries; neglect noth- 
ing that can depend upon them 
in order that the 


‘ 
Support, naturally, with all their 


Nave ‘onfer- | , p 
ui Confer |lyze labor gituations, entertained 


} 
| 
| 


| 
| 


For two: hours, the one-time 
candidate for governor of Penn- 
sylvania, for 17 years head of the 
State Federation of Labor, eco- 
nomic student of labor problems, | 
for he has championed the cause 


| for many years, committeeman on 


;}ence shall not be an _ absolute | 
check, a complete failure. But 
also fill themselves, and fill the 


the conviction that in the matter 
of disarmament: nothing of value 
will be done, or nothing of great 
value, as long as the present polit- 
ical constelation of the world con- 
tinues. 

Ramsay MacDonald quite right- 
ly said at the opening meeting on 
January 21st that all the difficul- 
ties met with on the road to dis- | 
armament come from the same 
source, lack of confidence. 

What confidence can we have 


| situation, and they can hardly give | not know whether to admire most; for a really effective policy of 


attention to anything save the/| the 
possibility of securing some kind | ocrisy. 
The winter has; come back to this, knowing onety 


of employment. 


been an exceedingly hard one on/| another well, in the frtricidal gam: 


the workers 


ble between peace and war, th . 


‘ 


taper ar or ns sina 


a 


international working-class with | - : 
_ § | the consistent applause was his | 


several trips to Europe to ana- 
his auditors, frequently spicing 
his talk with humor and wit that 
made the evening enjoyable, and 


| reward. 


ingeniousness or the hyp-/ disarmament and peace in men| chants, 
But after all, they all| and in governments whose every | union members and a group of 
+titude demonstrates that they | women, were seen in the audience. 
-sider themselves as per-|L. S. Schermerhorn 

+o. be false to their| the speaker, 


TT eee seem cen mw oe eo. 


For 15 minutes at the conclu- 
sion of his address Maurer 
humorous stories, relating to two 
worlds, the labor world and the 
rich world. Although J2cob Kruse, 
who helped arrange the address 
here, contemplated a fair group 
of followers being present, the} 
attendance of 400 made it nec-| 
essary for labor officials to secure 
more chairs from the Auditorium. 


told 


cessful meeting was held by the} 


with Morris; ; 


There were approximately two | H 


ning was J. G. Hodges, Missouri | 


Eyes carefully examined and glasses 
scientifically fitted—Moderate Prices 
Office open 9 a. m. to 9 p. m. 
OPTOMETRISTS — OPTICIANS 
1690 Lexington Ave., cor 106th St. 
Formerly Polin-Miller Optical Co. 


















White Lilae 


TEA 


Finest Tea you ever tasted 
--Sixty Cups for 10 cents. 
At All Grocers. 10c. a Package. 











When your 

doctor sends 

you to a truss 

maker for a 
i truss bandage 
or stocking, go there and see what 
you can buy for your money. 


Then go to P. WOLF & CO., Inc 


COMPARE GOODS AND PRICES 
1499 Third Ave. 70 Avenue A 
Bet. 84 & 85 Sts. Bet. 4 & 5 Sts. 


(1st floor) 
New York City New York City 
Open Eves., 3 p.m. Open Eves., 9 p.m. 
SUNDAYS CLOSED 
Special Ladies’ Attendant 





Fred Spitz, Ine. 
Florist 


Now at 
31 SECOND AVENUE 
NEW YORK CITY 
Telephone Dry Dock 8880-881 
Not connected with any 
other store in New York 





























~ HERZOG Patent Attorney, 
. 116 Nassau Street 
Evenings and Sundays, 1436 Glover &t., 
Bronx. Take Lexington Ave. Subways, 
Pelham Bay extension, to Zerega Ave. 
Station. 








DR. SIMON BERLIN 
DENTIST 
aes "Teter 


New York City 
Trafalgar 6962 


1 1) WOLF 


OPTOMETRIST & OPTICIAN 
828 W._125 St., Bet. 8th & St. Nicholas 
Ce A aD 




















City and county officials, mer- 
business men, farmers, 


introduced 





PARK PLACE 
8-5 WEST 110TH STREET 
Elegant Ball Rooms for Balls, Wed- 
ings, Banquets and Meetings 
ROSENBERG a HERTZ, Props. 


3 Cathedral 5071 
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(Phforced Idleness An Inevitable By-product 


Of A Profit-Taking Economic System 





By DR. HARRY W. LAIDLER 
oo is today the richest country in the world. Its natural 


resources are vast. 


is beyond the imagination of former generations. 


Its mechanical and technical equipment 


The electrical 


power at the disposal of its industries is of priceless value. The 
skill, the adaptability and the energy of its labor is equal to, if 
not better than, that of the workers of any other country, of any 


other age. 

With these marvelous resources, 
human and technical, there is no 
sound reason why poverty should 
not now be a thing of the past; 
no sound reason why every Amer- 
ican willing to apply his efforts 
to industry should not be able to 
live a life of comfort, of security 
and of beauty. 

And yet, if you were to follow 
me today in the city of New York 
through the Bowery, along Sixth 
Avenue, along the other thorough- 
fares where jobs are advertised 
or relief is to be secured, you 
would find masses of men and wo- 
men, honest, intelligent men and 
women, penniless, discouraged and 
uttefly weary from days of fruit- 
less job hinting, reduced to beg- 
ging for a morsel of bread and a 
bowl of soup and a charity bed 
to continue their existence dur- 
ing this period of depression. 

* * * 

Today in the wealthiest city in 
the world, relief organizations are 
taxed far beyond their capacity to 
give. The New York City Char- 
ity Organization Society reports 
that calls for relief during Feb- 
ruary due to unemployment were 
78 per cent. greater than last 
year. The Brooklyn Charity head 
states that as far as he is able to 
estir:ate pressure for relief is now 
more intense than in any period 
since 1914. In Chicago in Febru- 
ary reports received by the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor showed 
that the building trades were 51 
per cent. idle. In Philadelphia, 
Boston, Washington, Schenectady, 
where I recently visited, the situ- 
ation is similar. 

In all these cities the physical 
suffering today is intense. But 
beyond the suffering of body is 
the mental anguish and the per- 
manent deterioration — physical, 
mental and moral—of tens of 
thousands of its victims. 

* * * 

The unemployment from which 
we are now primarily suffering is 
often described as cyclical unem- 


ployment. Since 1885, we have had | 


thirteen or fourteen business cy- 
cles, with their periods of so-called 
prosperity and depression. 
cycle has lasted on the average 
about forty months, with its up- 
ward curve taking about twenty 
to twenty-two months, and its 
downward curve lasting about six- 
teen or seventeen months. Since 
the world war we have had de- 
pressions in 1921, 1924, 1927 and 
the present one. The present de- 
pression is worse than any since 
the early twenties. During the 
years 1920-1927, the minimum 


nmount of unemployment has var- | 


ied, according to the National Bu- 
reau of Economic Research, from 
a minimum of 4,200,000 in the 
crisis of 21-22 to a minimum of 
1,400,000 in 1920, the most pros- 
perous year of that period. 





Each | 


When the present slump is over, 
a million or more unemployed will 
still be with us. For every year 
hundreds of thousands are vic- 
tims of seasonal unemployr ent. 
Every year workers in the build- 
ing trades, in the needle trades, 
in other industries, between sea- 
sons pull in their belts and get 
ready for several weeks or months 
of idleness, with their attendant 
suffering. Despite small advances 
here and there, the solution of 
seasonal unemployment is not in 
sight, 

+ * s 

Since the industrial revoiution 
there have been quick and drastic 
changes in our technical equip- 
ment. Machines have constantly 
been displacing human labor. 
Since the World War shifts both 
in machinery and in the technique 
of management have been increas- 
ingly rapid, resulting in what has 
sometimes been called technologi- 
cal unemployment. Thousands of 
men and women leaving their jobs 
on Saturday, have been confronted 
on Monday morning with men of 
iron and steel, which have been 
installed to take their places. Mus- 
cles of flesh become quickly ex- 
hausted. They have hungry 
mouths to feed at home. They are 
no equal for the new machines. 

Between 1919 and 1927, while 
the output of our manufacturing 
industries increased over 53 per 
cent., the number of workers em- 
ployed in these industries, as a 
result of the installation of labor- 
saving devices and improved sci- 
entific methods, decreased by 
three-quarters of a million. Many 
discharged men found jobs in new 
occupations—a large number af- 
ter weeks and months of job 
hunting. The ranks of high pres- 
sure salesmen absorbed some, for 
induce the public to buy the goods 
no stone could be left unturned to 
that were being turned out with 
such lightning rapidity by our men 
of iron and steel, harnessed as 
they were to the new magic of 
electricity. Despite this increase 
of jobs in the selling end, and the 
developments in the automobile, 
radio, cosmetics and other indus- 
tries, however, only a part of the 
displaced workers could be reab- 
| sorbed and the minimum number 
| of workers out of employment in- 
| creased during these years, ac- 
| cording to the National Bureau of 
| Economic Research, by some 650,- 
000. 

The greatly accelerated merger 
and combine movement, which re- 
sulted in the wiping out of whole 
| battalions of workers, from fac- 
tory sweepers to vice-presidents, 
| augmented the gaunt army of the 





| unemployed during these years, as | 


did likewise the swift shifting of 
| styles and the widespread prac- 
| tice of corporations to refuse to 
take on new applicants who had 
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; committed the inexcusable crime 
of reaching middle age and per- 


Last year from January to 
April, before the present crisis, I 
travelled on a lecture trip through 
nearly a score of states from New 
York to California and from the 
tobacco workers in Virginia to the 
out-of-work “extras” in Holly- 
wood, I heard the same story of 
the tragic effects of this growing 
insecurity in American life. But 
the myth of universal good times 
still persisted until the Wall Street 
collapse of October. 

In addition to these types—cy- 
clical, seasonal and technological 
unemployment,—many thousands 
suffer from joblessness due to lack 
of effective machinery to bring to 
the unemployed jobs that might be 
had for the asking. Many are 
unemployed for lack of training 
for the positions which need to be 
filled; some on account of physi- 
cal or mental incapacity and, fi- 
nally, many thousands because 
they possess an unearned income, 
which enables them to live in idle- 
ness, while others carry the bur- 
dens of our industrial order. 

* * * 

What measure should we take 
to uproot this evil? The present 
crisis calls for emergency meas- 
ures. We,should insist that the city, 
state and national governments 
immediately appropriate what- 
ever money it is in their power 
to spend to push with the utmost 
speed useful public works. New 
York City-has entered on a pro- 
gram of improvements, scheduled 
for completion in the fifteen years 
following 1927, improvements, it 
is estimated, that will cost nearly 
three billion dollars. The program 
includes subway and bridge con- 
struction, additional water supyly 
in the Delaware River, sewerage 
disposal, highway traffic improve- 
ments, the purchase of land for 
parks and parkways. In addition 
there are the educational and oth- 
er public buildings that need to 
be built, parks and highways and 
tunnels that need to be construct- 
ed and improved, and the elimina- 
tion of railroad tracks, etc. To 
what extent are these projects 
being pushed? Wherein is the city 
abreast of the schedule, wherein is 
it behind schedule? The citizens 
of New York have a right to 
know. The Mayor wasn’t able fo 
give that information when a del- 
egation of trade unionists and So- 
cialists called upon him the other 
day. Why not at this time speed 
work ahead of schedule, with the 
view of thinning those long lines 
of unemployed on our city streets? 





a@ comprehensive system of slum 
clearance and the erection of mu- 
nicipal housing as a means of ab- 
sorbing the unemployed, providing 
decent homes for the workers and 
converting the city into a place 
of beauty? The poor city of Vi- 
enna is doing just this. No one 
can read the report of the State 
Housing Commission filed on 
March 20 with the lcgtslature, and 
read of the old law tenements in 





| the lower East Side that, in the} 


| words of the Commission, “still 


And why not make a start on} 


f 


| meaning of progress in public 


mitting their hair to turn white. health and sanitation,” or of the| 


| “almost universal dilapidation and 

disrepair” of the Harlem old-law 
| tenements, or of the frame houses 
| in Queens that, according to the 
| Commission, “threaten to become 
| slum areas worse than our pres- 
ent congested sections,” without 
realizing the value of such a pro- 
gram. 

* * ” 

Of course the working out of 
such plans might cause our city 
officials to lose some enticing so- 
cial engagements and prevent our 
Police Commissioner from playing 
the role of the hero of Union 
Square, but sooner or later such 
plans must be made. Similar plans 
should be pushed in other cities, 
in other states, in the nation. We 
should push forward with far 
greater vigor than at present fed- 
eral projects for highway con- 
struction, for flood prevention, for 
the utilization of water power, for 
reforestration, for reclamation. 

Immediately our governments 
should extend temporary relief to 
the unemployed. Relief organiza- 
tions after relief organization is 
now complaining that, in this 
crisis, when more money should 
be available than in more prosper- 
ous times, many people are cut- 
ting off their gifts to charity. Pri- 
vate charity is unable to cope with 
the demands for relief. Free 
lunches should be ‘given to the 
children of the unemployed in the 
public schools; the cities of the 
country should subsidize or run 
relief kitchens; and should enlarge 
their municipal lodging accommo- 
dations for the jobless. 

Governmental units should as- 
sist materially in the movement 
toward the shorter work-day and 


of states should appoint Commis- 
sions consisting of representatives 
of the three largest political par- 
ties and of trade unions to out- 
line comprehensive plans for the 


future alleviation of this problem. 
+ * & 


when business begins to pick up. 
When the present depression is 


utmost vigor. After every other 


nightmare, 
crisis approached, have been as 


as ever. We have rooted for our 
favorite baseball heroes and have 
paid homage to our movie stars 


drift. 

We should, 
years, work for the following spec- 
ific measures: 

1. We should demand the com- 


and frequent intervals of the num- 
ber of workers out of employment 
in the United States. We have 
| plenty of figures on the produc- 
tions of pigs and of pig iron. Why 
not on the length of the nation’s 
| bread line? 





stand in bold defiance to every | g 


should enforce with strictness ‘‘the | 
prevailing rate of wages” rule on | 
public work. And the governors | 


Nor should our efforts cease | 
over, we should pledge ourselves | 
to tackle the problem with the) 
depression, we have dropped the 
subject, as if it were a hideous | 


and, when the next) 


utterly unprepared to cope with it | 


and practiced the philosophy of | 


in the next few | 


pilation and publication at regular | 
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des of Street. 





2. We should fight for the de- 
velopment of the long-ranged 
planning of public works to be un- 
dertaken during periods of depres- 
sion. In times of comparative 
prosperity Congress, the State leg- 
islatures and city councils should 
vote appropriations for public 
| works, part of it to be released 
| only when the index of employ- 
| ment showed that we’ were head- 
| ing toward hard times. The em- 
| ployment of workers on these pub- 
| lic projects would indirectly stim- 
| ulate the employment of many 
others in allied industries. 

3. We should strive for the es- 
tablishment of comprehensive and 
efficient systems of public employ- 
nent agencies. Time does not 
here permit even a catalogue of 
abuses to which very large num- 
bers of private fee-charging agen- 
cies have been subject. Inherent- 
ly private agencies cannot serve 
as clearing houses for jobs on any 
large scale. Each private ex- 
change keeps to itself any knowl- 
edge it might acquire regarding | 
available men and available jobs. | 
| Only a system of public agencies 
can fill the needs of the times, 

4. We should work for a sys- 
tem of unemployment insurance. 
England began jts unemployment 
insurance plan in 1911. Twelve 
million workers now come under 
the provision of this measure. Un- 
employment insurance is not a 
dole. The British so-called “dole” 
refers to the system begun after 
the war of giving away tempora- 
ry relief to returned soldiers and | 
former war workers unable to get | 
| work. Unemployment insurance in 
England is contributed to by the 
worker, the employer, the state. | 
|In Germany, where the plan in} 
1927$ was made to cover 17,000,- | 
000 workers, the insurance fund | 
is provided by two parties—em- 
| ployee and employer. 
| * KR: + 

In the United States, a score of | 
| bills have been introduced into! 
our legislatures, the latest of them | 
| suggesting contributing entirely | 








One of Many Breadlines in New York City Crowds Both Si 


by the employers, as a means of 
inducing them to put their houses 
in order. The more rapid the 
shifts in industry, the larger the 
number of men and women, month 
by month, temporarily out of jobs, 
and the greater necessity of some 
form of insurance during the in- 
evitable periods of readjustment. 
Society, which benefits so greatly 
from these changes, should assume 
the burden of unemployment; it 


you found long lines of poorly 
fed, poorly clothed workers beg- 
ging for the privilege of work to 
keep them and their family from 
starvation, While in the beautiful 
hills overlooking the city you ob- 
served a small, much smaller 
group, the owners of the factor- 
ies and shops, rich beyond the 
dreams of a Croesus, busy at en- 
joying life and at the art of spend- 
| ing what money they desired on 





should not place that burden on | the comforts and luxuries that 
the narrow shoulders of the indi- | appealed to them, yet able to dis- 
vidual worker, | pose of but a part of their income 

In addition, we should work for l on these personal comforts. The 
the shorter work-day, for the five | Test of their surplus, a small part 
day week, for the elimination of | Of it, you found going to chari- 
child labor, for higher wages, for | table organizations to relieve the 
the use of an increasing share of | Worse distress of those on the 
the social product of social pur- bread line. The remainder of that | 
poses and for intelligent systems | Surplus they were reinvesting in 
of vocational direction and edu-| industry and building other fac- 
cation. Trade unionists should| tories to turn out more products 





follow the lead of the needle| that the people didn’t have the 
trades in inaugurating unemploy- | Money to buy. 


ment funds. Business men should * 8 # 
do their part to regularize em- | Observing these phenomena, | 


ployment while the movement for | suppose you, with absolute power, 
money and credit stabilization | issued the following orders: 
should be given its share of at-| “Put the unemployed and the} 
tention. | semi-employed back to work. | 
Finally, the whole relation be-/ State instustrial machinery full | 
tween unemployment and an in-| tilt. Give the workers enough to 
dustrial system based on produc-| make it possible for them to buy 
tion for profit rather than for use,/ back the products of industry, 
should be considered. Suppose | withholding from their pay only 
that you were asked to go to a| enough to pay for depreciation of 
far city and to carry through a.| machinery, for future industrial 
plan for the abolition of the in-| improvements, and for various 
security of its workers. | needed community services. See 
Suppose that} on approaching | that the idle rich are given em- 
the city, you found graneries| ployment and the spiritual satis- 
bursting with grain, fruit and| faction that comes from honest, 
vegetables rotting in the fields, | productive work. .Organize an 
farmers on the verge of bank- | economic council of exports to de- | 
ruptcy because of lack of market. | termine scientifically the needs of 
In the industrial portion of the} future industry as a whole, in 
city, you found factories—clothing | what industries new capital should 
factories, shoe factories, furniture | be invested, from what industries 
factories—closed down or running | capital should be withdrawn. 
on part time because those who| “Should the full-time employ- 
needed their product didn’t have; ment of certain industrial ma- 
the money to buy them and those | chines produce a greater amount 
who had the money were already | of any necessity than is needed to 
over-supplied. supply the real wants of the com- 
Outside of the factory’s doors| munity, reduce the number of 





| scientific, 


hours of the workers, or see that 
they find employment in other in- 
dustries where supply has not as 
yet caught up with labor’s needs. 
But be sure of one thing: don’t 
let a single worker go unemployed 
so long as there is one man, wo- 
man or child without life’s neces- 
sities. For the great crime of 
the new order is the crime of in- 
voluntary idleness, with all its ac- 
companying evils.” 
u * = 

Of course these orders would 
necessitate the little matter of a 
shift of ownership from private 
hands to those of the community, 
but this would be but incidental 
to the solution of the problem. 


Of course, no industrial problem 
can, in the nature of the case, be 
settled in so simple a manner, but 
we in America cannot hope to 
deal finally with the problem of 
insecurity u>_1 we see to it that 


| the consumin;; power of the mass- 


es is able to absorb the goods 
which our modern machines pro- 
duce, and until we work out a 
coordinated national— 
and ultimately an international 
plan—for the investment of sur- 
plus capital, with a view to pro- 
ducing for the needs of the com- 
munity rather than for private 
profit. And this will involve the 
ultim4te substitution of a coop- 
erative, social order for the plan- 
less and chaotic industrial and fi- 
nancial disorder of our present 
day. 


But whether or not we believe 
that this larger step should ulti- 
mately be taken, we must agree 
that immediate work and relief 
should now be given to the tens 
of thousands who are now suffer- 
igg and that no effort should be 
spared during the next decade to 


apply those concrete ameliorative . 


measures which are now being 
urged by increasing numbers of 
thoughtful men and women who 
are determined that this wastage 
and destruction of human life an 
energy must not go on, 











“Big 6” Joins 
With Union 


Health Center. 


Steam and Operating, 


Engineers Also Join 


— Dental Department | 


Invites Workers 


By Pauline M. Newman 
YPOGRAPHICAL UNION No. 
T 6, N. Y. C., as well as Local 
20 of the Steam and Operating En- 


gineers’ Union, have joined the | 


growing family of Unions that are 
affiliated with the Union Health 
Center. These Unions are health- 
conscious. Their members are 


aware of the great need for an in- | 
give wage- | 


stitution which will 
earners the best advice and the 
best possible service for the most 
reasonable rates—rates which are 
within their reach. For, next to 
the job of earning a livelihocd, the 
problem of health is of the great- 
est importance to them. It cer- 
tainly is the most vexing of all 
problems which wage-earners have 
to face. It is also the most ex- 
pensive one, and in nine cases out 
of ten, there is no provision made 
for illness, let alone for periodic 
examinations. It is then that the 
Union turns to the Union Health 
Center for advice, consultations, 
examinations and treatment for 
its members and their families. 
That is why the sessions of the 
various departments have been 
growing at such a pace that ad- 
ditional evening sessions for the 
eye and other departments have 
been established—in order to ac- 
commodate the growing number 
of patients. 

Those who suffer from hay fever 
and asthma fear the approach of 
spring and summer. But a check 
of these uncomfortable ailments 
is now possible. Relief received 


‘Rand School 


to Celebrate 


25th Birthday Next Year 


OUNDED in 1906, the Rand 
F School of Social Science, 7 
East 15th street, pioneer in the 
field of workers’ education, is plan- 
ning to celebrate the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of its existence with 
a very comprehensive program 
|during the school year of 1930-31. 

Cooperating with the Rand 
School in its endeavor to make this 
event an outstanding affair for the 
vear 1930-31 in workers’ educa- 
tion, are the following organiza- 
tions: 

The forward Association, 
New Leader, the Workmen's Cir- 
cle, League for Industrial Dem- 
ocracy, the Socialist Party, Rand 
{School Fellowship, United Hebrew 
Trades, Amalgamated Clothing 
|Workers, Women’s Committee of 
the Rand School, Women’s Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Party, 
Young People’s Socialist League, 
International Ladies’ Garment 
Workers’ Union, Joint Board, In- 
ternational Ladies’ Garment Work- 
ers’ Union, Joint Board, Amalga- 
|mated Clothing Workers’ Union, 
International Pocketbook Workers’ 
|Union, International Furriers’ 
|Union, Joint Board, International 
| Furriers’ Union, People’s Educa- 
{tional Camp Society and the So- 
| ciety of the Commonwealth Cen- 
| ter. 


| 
| 
| 


The work of the Rand School | 


has been progressing so favorably 
that the demands are way beyond 
| the possibility of meeting them. In 
order to be able to meet the in- 
| creased needs the school together 
| with the committee which is plan- 
ning the celebration is considering 





tion concerning the whole course 
of treatment. 

In spite of the general industrial 
depression, the dental department 
jis growing as the number of pa- 
tients increase. Letters have come 
in from various labor organiza- 
tions expressing satisfaction with 


through injections, etc., is most/services rendered. Readers of The 


isfactory. This department is now 
apen for registration and informa- 


New Leader are welcome at the 
Union Health Center at all times. 


The | 


}a drive for an endowment fund to 
|place the school on a substantial 
basis. Among other plans being 
considered are a pageant, bazaar, 
international exhibit of workers’ 
education, founders’ and friends’ 
dinner. Complete plans for the ac- 
| tivities which will run throughout 
the school yeare are to be formu- 


lated later this spring. 
The school can count among its 
former students, numerous leaders 


in the trade union movement and 
labor press and the political field. 
| John Erskine, professor of Eng- 
lish at Columbia University and 
director of the Juilliard School of 
Music, who became _ popularly 
known as a result of his use of 
myths in fiction—he is the author 
of “Helen of Troy,” “Adam and 
Eve,” and “Galahad”—will speak 
on ‘The Use of Myths in Fiction,” 
Thursday, April 10, at 8:30 at the 
Rand School of Social Science, 
7 East Fifteenth street. Dr. 
skine is a witty, subtle, brilliant 
and dynamic speaker. The Rand 


School is particularly fortunate in | 
} 
| 


having Professor Erskine, 


Polish Socialists to Aid 
N. Y. May Day Really 
The Polish Socialists of Greater 


New York have decided to cele- 
brate May first together with the 


Sotialist Party at the Bronx Col- | 


iseum. Zygmunt Piotrowski, mem- 
ber of the Polish Deet-Sejm, now 
in this country for a lecture tour 
under the auspices of the Polish 
Socialist Alliance, will deliver 
greetings from Poland’s workers 
for the Polish toilers of this coun- 
try. Piotrowski is no stranger; 
he has been here many years. He 
is a brilliant speaker, editor of 
Dziennik-Ludowy, a Socialist daily; 
| general secretary of the strong 
Polish Alliance and many other 
organizations in the Polish move- 
jment. He will speak in English 
land Polish. 


Er- | 


May 1 Rally 
In New Yorkto 
Be Historie 


Coliseum to Be Scene of 
Great Demonstration 
of Workers’ Solidarity 


Ys ow DAY will witness a series 
“ of demonstrations through- 
}out the nation to demand the es- 
1 six-hour 





tablishment of a univei 

|work day, and to protest against 
| the refusal of public officials to 
take vigorous measures to meet 
jthe unemployment emergency. 

The largest of these demonstra- 
| tions will take place in New York 
|City, where between 15,000 and 
ier at the 
New York Coliseum to celebrate 
May Day and inaugurate the na- 
tion-wide fight for a six-hour day 
as the only effective method of 
dealing with an unemployment 
condition which improved machin- 
ery has made chronic. 

The New York meeting now has 
|the official backing of more than 
300,000 trade unionists, Socialists, 
Workmen’s Circle members, and 
other liberal and _ progressive 
groups. The emergency conference 
;}on unemployment, which these 
groups have organized, and of 
which A. I. Shiplacoff, manager of 
the Pocketbook Makers Union, is 
the chairman, M. Feinstone, A. 
Miller, and Samuel Beardsley are 
the vice-chairmen, and Julius Ger- 





ber is the secretary, will make the 
meeting a gigantic demonstration 
against the attitude of the New 
York City administration and 


Mayor Walker. 
Speaking, Pageant Planned 

| Labor leaders and Socialists of 
national prominence are being in- 
vited to address the meeting. Ef- 
forts have also been made to se- 
cure a Socialist prominent in the 
international Socialist movement 











come from Europe to take part in | 


jthe demonstration, and help give 


it the international character of a 


May Day meeting. Emile Vander- 
velde, president, and Frederich 
Adler, secretary, of the Socialist 
and Labor {Internationale were 
among those invited, but a meet- 
ing of the executive committee of 
the Internationale to be held short- 
jly after May Day prevented either 
from accepting the invitation. 
| Negotiations are being continued | 
|to secure some other speaker of 
{the Internationale for the New 

ie May Day meeting. 
In addition to the speaking pro- 
jgram, an elaborate plan has been 
worked out for a pageant which | 
will depict the age long struggle 
of the workers to secure a larger | 
share of the product their labor 
s. A special committee, con- 





creat 
sisting of Elizabeth Stuyvesant, 
Louis Stanley, Jack Afros, and | 
others has been appointed to make 
arrangements for the pageant. 

A musical program will be of- 
fered, in which will appear noted 
stars who are now being engaged. 
| Last year’s May Day meeting, 
held in Madison Square Garden, 
| brought out close to 50,000 people. 
¥olice reports showed that 20,000 
jwere turned away while 27,000 
|others filled every inch of avail- 
|able space in the Garden before 
|the fire department ordered the 
doors closed. 
| With the problem of unemploy- 
}ment now the dominant issue, and 
with 300,000 workers official be- 
hind the movement that is intend- | 
ed to Maugurate at the May Day | 
meeting a drive for a universal 
six-hour day in industry, it is ex- 
pected that this year’s affair will 





bring out as large a crowd, al- 
though not all will be able to gain | 
admittance to the Coliseum. The; 
committee in charge of arrange- | 
ments is also considering the ad- 
visability of a Brooklyn meeting 
provided a hall large enough can | 
be obtained. : 


| ee 
| Chicago and Phila. 
Plan for May Day 


| 
| (Continued from Page 1) 

marck, Socialist Party; M. Levin- | 
son, Workmen's Circle; Joseph 
Schwartz, C. P. L. A., and P. Zo- 
| lotnitsky, Newscarriers Ynion, 








000 A | other discussion of the unemploy- 
3,700, re oo situation at a meeting of 
|the Newark City Commission, it 
; |was disclosed by Commissioner 
Jobless, Green |Murray that the Health Depart- 
|ment was making a survey of the 
Tells Senate | Third Ward with a view to mak- 
ing property owners there 

_—_ up, paint up or make whatever | 
(Continued from Page 1) | repairs are necessary.” 

ers may eat, the taxing machinery : 
of government may have to be ap- | Mayor Congleton disclosed that | 
plied to compel the employers to | during the next few days the Pru-| 
meet their responsibilities to dis- | dential Insurance Company would | 
missed workers. make an announcement about | 
Green advocated the universal | Plans for the erection of a full | 
five-day week as one measure of | block of model tenements in the! 
temporary adjustment to a de- Third Ward to house colored peo- 

pressed job market, but said that | Ple- 

he considered the problem of tech- The discussion, which finally led | 
nological unemployment—such as/|to arraignment of conditions in the | 
that of the musicians and the bot-| Third Ward, was precipitated by 
tle-blowers displaced by machin-| Henry J. Sutton and Henry Green, | 
ery—“almost insoluble, and grave-| representing the Socialist Party | 
ly perplexing.” |of Essex County. | 
Thomas Urges Govt. Insurance They wanted the commission to | 
President Green’s hesitancy in/order a police check-up on” the 
urging unemployment allowances | extent of unemployment in New- | 
was in contrast with the views of| ark, and to call in business aon | 
Norman Thomas, whose letter! with a view to working out some | 
written on behalf of the Socialist lprogram for aiding those out of | 
Party, was read into the record. | work. | 
In the absence of Mr. Thomas,/ No action was taken on any of 
who had been expected to testify,|/the Socialists’ suggestions as to 
the committee inserted in its hear-| unemployment. Commission Gil- 
ing record a letter from him stat-| len told Green and Sutton that the 
ing that “unemployment insurance | commission was ready to confer 
is by no means a matter of|with business men of the city or| 
charity, but one of justice. It is} anyone else who has ways and| 
the recognized duty of society to} means of relieving the distress. 
provide for workers when for no/ 4 jetter urging action on the| 
fault of their own they are not/ unemployment problem was re- 
needed.” ceived by the commission. It was 
Pointing out that the Federal signed by Sutton, Green, Dr. 
Reserve System protects the|rouis Reiss and Maurice Rosen- 
money market, that the tariff Pro-|/kranz and urged that the city 
tects industry and that the relief | payor presentation of a bill to the 
of agriculture is a matter of Con- Legislation providing for imposi- 
gressional consideration, Mr. | tion of a graduated super-tax on 
Taomas continued: jall large property holders to 
‘But nothing has been done for! gnance large-scale public improve- 


the unemployed. It is & MOM-| ments “recommended by the In- 
strous evil that the under dog) qustrial Relations Commission for 
should continually pay for the 


such times as this.” 


progress in machines and the use 
of the machines. Each mechanical 
improvement should divide the 
toil and increase the leisure of 
the masses. It is of the utmost 
importance that the Federal Gov- 
ernment take the lead and estab- | YOUr paper prominently and 
lish the five-day week.” that in turn means more sales, 


NEWARK, N. J.—During an-| | 





Purchasing THE NEW LEAD- 
ER regularly from your news- 
lealer encourages him to display 














| Adelphia. 


Polish Socialist Deputy 
Speaks in N. Y. Sunday 
Sunday, April 6, at 2 o'clock, 


Comrade Z. Piotrowski, Socialist 
member of the Polish Parliament, 





“clean | will speak at the Polish National \ 


Home, 19-23 St. Marks place, 
New York City. Comrade Piot- 
rowski was for years the editor 
of the “Polish Worker” in Chi- 
cago and secretary of the “Pol- 
ish Workers Organization® in 
America. When Poland became 
independent, Piotrowski left the 
United States and has since be- 


; come one of the leaders of the 


Polish Socialist Party and a 
member of Parliament. He is 
here now on a lecture tour under 


the auspices of the Polish So- , 


cialist Club. 





Prof. Paul Douglas to 
Speak In Philadelphia 


(By a New Leader Correspondent) 
PHILA. — The Philadelphia 


Chapter of the League for Indus- 
trial Democracy has arranged & 
most timely dinner for the even- 
ing of April 11th at the Hotel 
Professor Paul Doug- 
las of the University of Chicago 
will address a large audience on 
“The Need For a New Political 
Realignment.” The political un- 
rest in the Kensington textile dis- 
trict will focus more than the 
usual attention on Dr. Douglas’ 
remarks. Reservations may be 
made at the Philadelphia office of 
the League, 318 S. Juniper street. 





Crosswaith To Speak 
In New Haven May Day 


(By ; 

NEW HAVEN, Conn Local 
New Haven will hold a big May 
Day celebration at Hermanson’s 
Hall, 158 Crown street. We have 
been fortunate in being able to se- 
cure Frank R. Crosswaith for the 
main speaker at this meeting. The 
Workmen Circle branches of the 
city will cooperate with the So- 
cialist Party in helping to make 
this meeting a big success, 
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Spring In The 


hime Fields 











° Springfield, Mlinois. 
TILL out here boys and girls, watching this re- 
S organization movement of the United Mine 
Workers march along. And that’s about all that 
does march along in this town. Like almost every 
capitol city, Albany included, when the legislature 
isn’t meeting, the town is dead and when it is,meet- 
ing, the natives wish they were. 


1 suppose there’s nothing more unedifying in 
American life than the sight of pudgy, old-line poli- 
ticians stuffing food into themselves in small-town 
restaurants and yawning around hotel lobbies until 
bed-time. They sit for hours gazing blankly over 
their cigar-butts and occasionally uttering swine- 
like noises which they take to be conversation. Of 
course with the legislature not in session there are 
not so many of this breed in evidence. But there 
are a lot of pay-rollers from the State House over 
in my lobby. 





Even salesmen, in my opinion, are to be preferred 
to politicians, though the choice is not a large one. 
Salesmen just grunt less. Now and then their lips 
move and apparently some sort of process is going 
on upstairs. I suspect that they are rehearsing their 
selling-talk for the next day’s victimization of an 
innocent community. 


There is compensation, no doubt, for the starva- 
tion mental diet on which these people exist, in 
their enormous feeding capacity. As Paul Anderson 
said recently of an eminent statesman if ‘“‘an idea 
ever entered his head, it would die of loneliness” 
and the folks to whom I refer so feelingly are not 


_ even good idea-tombs. 


It may be because I haven’t been out here for 
some time but it does seem to me that the reading 
matter of the small towns gets worse instead of 
better. Before the days of the pulp paper maga- 
zines, you could occasionally get a half-way intelli- 
gent book or magazine on a hotel newsstand. That 
is if you put up a struggle for it. Usually they had 
them hid away under copies of “The Argosy” or 
something. But today, it’s no use even trying. ‘‘The 
Red Book” and “The Cosmopolitan” are regarded 
as real high-brow reading hereabouts. The pulps 
are victorious over every other form of reading mat- 
ter with the exception of the comic strips in “The 
Chicago Tribune,” easily the world’s worst news- 
paper. 

Norman Thomas in a recent column referred to 
the intellectual deserts which too much reading of 
this sort of tripe creates. Just what you can do 
about newspapers which print practically no foreign 
news, whose editorials compete with one another in 
utter spinelessness, who do not even hint at the 
existence of the real economic problems which con- 
front every one of their readers, but rather feed 
them up on side-shows and pretty bad side-shows at 
that, I am not prepared to say. But I know it’s one 
reason why our politics are conducted in baby-talk, 
our moving-pictures are of, by and for morons and 
our democracy becomes a tragic sham. 


However as Gilbert K. Chesterton once sang, “I 
think I shall not kill myself today.” From the top 
floor of the miners’ building here, looking out be- 
yond the State House there are hints of green amid 
the browns of the trees on the city’s fringes. And 
in spite of the fact that last week we had a he- 
man’s blizzard that held up all traffic, maybe the 
coy, vernal lady will consent to get off the lap of the 
old man winter where she has lingered far too long 
and drop in on us. And there’s always hope in 
that prospect and a strange mystic thrill in the 
thought of coming of great beauty that will hide 
under a green grandeur the whole awakening coun- 
try-side. 

To most workers the coming of Spring means 
steadier employment. But to the coaldiggers, it 
means one of two things, a long strike or a long 
lay-off and neither prospect is very gay. Down in 
the southern part of the State they will be closing 
the mines very shortly, not to open up again until 
September. It’s always a mystery to outsiders how 
the mine workers keep alive during these long 
strotches of Spring and Summer idleness which seem 
inevitable so long as the coal-system is run as stup- 
idly as it is today. 





Well, the miners themselves are not very definite. 
For some there is a little road-work and many of 
them have their garden-patches, and some can find 
odd jobs around the camps and others go boot- 
legzing. But from now on, there will be plenty of 
bett-tightening here in Illinois where they have been 
Sitting reetty in comparison with the other fields. 
Just how miners who have been getting 38 cents in 
Ohio for a ton which mined under the union scafe 
would bring 74, are going to make out, the Lord 
only knows and He has a way of not listening very 
hard to the complaints of the mine-workers. Cer- 
tainly those in charge of the conduct of an industry 
which pays its men as low wages as possible and 
gives them as little work as possible should be sit- 
ting up nights worrying over some way of stabiliz- 
ing the whole business. But certainly none of the 
non-union operators in Kentucky, West Virginia and 
Pennsylvania are doing anything of the sort. Rather 
they are looking on with unconcealed glee as John 
L. Lewis goes right on with his job of attempting 
to finish the wrecking job he has started on his 
once powerful union. 

I don’t think now that he will get away with it. 
The reports that are coming into the headquarters 
of the reorganization group from all the fields are 
most encouraging. If the new men like Howat and 
Germer and Hapgood and Bill Daech and Cal Bell- 
aver and others who are active in this movement to 
get rid of Lewis and get on with the job of organ- 
izing the unorganized fields can inspire the rank and 
file with some of their fighting spirit, the old, bad 
reactionary Lewis regime is over. It may take 
months, it may take a year, but I have seen these 


‘ Jeaders in action and I’ve just got a hunch that 


here is the most hopeful enterprise launched by any 
group of militants in recent years. 

You'll hear plenty of stories in the East and out 
here too about the attempts of “Reds” to break up 
“the glorious U. M. W. of A.” That’s the bunk, boys 
and girls. It comes from Lewis headquarters where 
the old gang seem to be in a first-rate state of panic. 

If by “Reds” one means a group who stand for 
honest elections, conventions dominated by the men 
from the picks and not the brief-bag pushers and 
the pay-roll robbers, a constitution that gives mem- 
bership control of its affairs, then sure this is a 
“Red” bunch. But as far as any attempts to break 
up the union, start a dual organization and the ltke, 
this crowd is far, far from “Red” in the sense in 
which that word is ordinarily used. 

McAlister Coleman. 








Agitation is the method that plants the school by 
the side of the ballot box.—Wendell Phillips. 
c = os 
Compromise is virtual death; it is the pact be- 
tween cowardice and comfort, under the title of ex- 
pediency.—George Meredith. 





| ness—Big Business. 


| their slapsticks on the subject of | 


; be : : : 





: Those Old-Time Saloons 


The Literature of Modern Boozology Paints 
Enchanting Picture of Sordidness 


By Ben Blumenberg 
HAT may be termed the 
literature of boozology is 

being overworked these days. The 
fact is in a measure due to the 
Mencken school of history. The 
glories of the saloon, P. V., are 
painted in the glowing colors of 
a Dickens Christmas card by the 
tilters of windmills, Methodist, 
Baptist, Spiritualist, Rotary, etc. 
(Jewish and Catholic excepted), 
so that readers take something 
in the nature of a Cabellian joy- 
ride when perusing history of the 
schoo] mentioned. 

To point out the evils of boot- 
leggery is one thing; to romanti- 
cize over the delights and attrac- 
tions of the old time saloon, is 
wine of a different vintage. There 
is no safer occupation today than 
attacking prohibition. A journa- 
listic tilt with it brings forth no 
scars of battle, not even in the 
advertising columns. The few ex- 
ceptions are in the corn belt sec- 
tions. In the smaller communi- 
ties a large part of the popula- 
tion is “off prohibition in the- 
ory as well as fact, though they 
do not always find it politic to 
make the admission. 

e ¢ 8 

We may never have prohibition 
in this country, but if we may 
join the ranks of the “spiritual 
heirs” of Nietzsche, the Mencken- 
ites, long enough to make a proph- 
ecy, neither will we have the sa- | 
loon. Bock beer and “drawn | 
from the wood” signs as emblems | 
of personal liberty will never | 
again allure the jaded in spirit | 
and parched of throat. The rea- 
son is one which windmill-tilters | 
and wise-cracking columnists have | 
overlooked. The reason is busi-} 
When the| 
vaudevillians of the press use} 





prohibition, even when they ad- | 


|mit that the strongest argument 


| against it 


| 


is that good liquor | 
costs $10 a quart, they are often | 
amusing; but when they expect 


jto be taken seriously—that is/| 
fusel oil of another color. Their | 
pronouncements on the subject 


| Cause 


} 


are not to be taken seriously be- 
an understanding of the 
forces underlying social phenome- 
na is outside their ken. However, 
what they lack in this respect is} 
more than balanced by their gul- 


\libility in always being able to 


| of 
; stupider than those lower in the 


| 


obtain some 
stuff. What 
innocence 


honest-to-goodness 
a strange mixture 
and sophistication: 


financial scale who do not kid} 


2 














Old Barney Flynn’s, once on the corner of P ell Street and the Bowery, New York City, show- 
ing the famous or infamous Chuck Conners (with cap). 





you like, inflicted prohibition on | 
this country. A sober worker | 
is a reliable worker or at least | 
is more likely to be on the job, 
when needed than he who spends | 
his spare time in saloons. The} 
tippling wage-earner with a blue! 
Monday katzenjammer was a sort | 
of hangover from the days of! 
the journeyman craftsman. His | 
skill and habits failed to fit into | 
the regimentation of large scale, | 
disciplined factory production. | 
Social investigators maintained | 
that the drinking worker set a/| 
bad example to his more sober} 
fellows and constituted a detri- | 
ment to factory morale. 
© « . 

A large part of the funds gath- 
ered by the Anti-Saloon League | 
was contributed by Big Business. 
To the argument that workers 
who spent a large part of their 
wages in saloons were poor pay- | 
ers, if not dead-beaters, the antis | 
found ready listeners among the | 
shopkeepers an d_ professional | 
classes, groups by the way, who 


gods, especially, the god of war, | 


were on the winning side. 

Now, as to the unconscious ro- 
mancers who dwell upon the glor- 
ies of the saloon and saloon days. 
The writers who have sentimen- 
talized upon the subject are of 
two kinds—those who had first 
hand experience and those whose 


youth did not permit a closer ac- | 


quaintance with Bacchus than 
acting as receivers general for a 
swat with a bar towel; the bar- 





| 
| 
| 


| 
} 


tenders had an expressive Rabe- | 
laisian phrase to describe the) 


antics of the flaming youth of the 
period. Regula: roistering dev- 
ils they were, whose naughtiness 


| was in inverse proportion to the 
The | 


amount of alcohol] inbibed. 
second class of writers are tak- 
ing their inspiration from those 
whose memories Time 


with wildcat booze, in remember- 
ing happier days. 

The writers of the 
school of history picture the sa- 
loon as temples of merrymaking, 


where jolly wights frequented 
who drank like the good he-men 
they were (strangely enough, a 


| mould public opinion even if they | 
do not entirely supply the mate- | 
When the agi-! rials from which the molds are 
| tator for personal liberty whose| made. The according-to-statistics 
| means are limited lays in his sup- | agitator won over to his side those | 
| plies, he is less apt to be a vic- | who believed in the connection 
| tim of the delusion that creosote,| between the saloon, political 
j fusel oil and prune juice is im-! graft, crime and those who be-| 
; ported Scotch or that a little | lieved and had it impressed upon 
cochineal, ether and potato alco- | them that the saloon was a first 
|! hol by a mysterious process be-| aid to commercialized vice. The | 
|comes chianti, than is the self- | “demand” for nation-wide prohibi- 
styled sophisticated boozer. The} tion which followed county and 
| former knows that by any other! state experiments in that direc- 
| names the concoctions would have! tion, was well timed and well fi-| felt sympathy. The saloon was 
as potent a kick. nanced by Big Business. It got,|} 2 club where surcease from the 


|themseleves that the bootlegger | 
is more dependable than say, the | 
| prohibition agent. 


tion). 
nectar and 


Light, 
ambrosia of hail-fel- 
lows-well-met, were inevitable 
accompaniments. Ruddy barten- 
ders looking like jolly monks in 
spotless, starched white,  dis- 
pensed good cheer, verbal and 
otherwise, and on whose chests 
the sick in spirit could lay their 
heads for sage counsel and heart- 


where eternal friendships were | 


pledged and kept, where there was 
@ perpetual banquet of soul, wit 
and reason, where weddings, 
birth and good fortune were cel- 
ebrated, melancholy routed, grief 
assuaged and the blows of fate 
combatted by a bucking-up, phys- 
ical and spiritual. The saloon 
was our one democratic institu- 


tion, the poor man's club, the cor- | 
nerstone, as it were, of equality, | 


fraternity and liberty, etc. etc. 
> * & 


The writer knows something 
about the saloon and saloon days 


and his brief account is not going | 


to be of the slept-in-the-gutter- 
with-the-curb-for-a-pillow confes- 


sion, a stunt that always goes big | 
with saw-dust trail performances | 


| if one is dressed for the part and 


has mel- | 
| lowed, though painfully scratched | 


pulls the tremolo stop. For 
many years the writer was a ci- 


garmaker—a trade that had in| 


| its ranks thousands of hoboes and 


Mencken | 


| of the country. 
term that came in with prohibi- | 
laughter and the! 
| cigar shops or 


it was as a member of the travel- 
ling fraternity that he became 
acquainted, from boyhood appren- 
ticeship days onward, with sa- 
loons of various types in all parts 
Twenty-five years 
ago and even less, every town 
and even village, had one or more 
“buckeyes,” as the 
smaller establishments were 
known. These shops depended on 
saloon trade and the hobo cigar- 
maker depended upon the saloon 





as a gathering place, 23 inised 
did the travelling craftcmen gen- 
erally. It was in these wet { 

emporiums and in those of tne 


superficial 
certain def- 
bouts 


that even the 
could draw 
as to the 


citics 
observer 
inite conclusions 


chus, and the pictures he has of 


| 
| 
| them are painted in colors more 


between homo sapiens and Bac- | 


| somber than those of the romanc- 


| ers of pre-Volstead saloon days. 
A chronic thirst, a constant 
craving to escape the 1#onotony 


whose sole incentive was the 
profit-making one, was a combi- 
| mation that brought qut all that 
was worst in the liquor traffic. 
As a class, the saloonkeepers did 
everything possible to encourage 
drinking, not moderate drinking, 
but drunkenness. Being “a man 
of property” (as a matter of fact, 
he often was but the agent of the 
brewers), his standards of con- 
duct, his code, were the ones that 
prevailed among those who for 
| the most part were less fortunate 
than he, economically speaking, 
| his patrons. The lowest in the 


and sordidness of life and a group! 


' scale according to the code of the} 
| liquor dispensers, was the teeto-' 


He was a “tightwad,” a 
But little better 
who went on 


| taler. 
| “no good stiff.” 
; was the drinker 


| short sprees and long water wa- | 


| gon jaunts. He was a “drab” and 


| between occasional lapses was as | 


“tight as a drum.” As a “sport” 
| he stood no better according to 
the standards of bar-room eti- 
| quette than a ‘“Dicksmither,” as 
| the solitary drinker was contemp- 
| tuously known. 

Let the romancers paint saloon 
| days in the mellowest of colors— 
| the saloon keepers as a class did 
| everything possible to encourage 
| the habit of drinking and in so 


| Side of temperance. There was 


doing they did not lean on the; 


| every incentive for them to en-'! 


| courage the habit of drinking and 
| they, together with the powerful 
brewery and liquor distilling in- 
terests were strong enough to 


build up a standard that conduct- 


ed to that end. 
* 7 7 


It may be said that all the 
evils of the saloon are found in 


of prohibition. There are, how- 
ever some marked contrasts that 
make some of us “prefer the ills 
We have than fly to others we 
know of.” We are left unim- 
pressed by statistical juggling and 
ranting of the wets and drys. The 
former’s conception of personal 
liberty is booze. The latter's idea 
| is to hang the verboten sign upon 
everything they do not approve 
|}of. What we wish would happen 
| to both, can only be expressed by 
| the Elizabethan word of three 
letters. Especially do we wish it 
| during these days when the plight 
of millions of unemployed is si- 
lenced by the 
emitted by the armies of the wets 
and the drys. 

Among the gains of “prohibi- 
| tion” is the recognition that the 
evils of the liquor traffic are in- 


' 


dissolub’y bound up with. the 
| business of politics. That the in- 
centive profit conquers all laws 


and law enforcement, and, above 
| all, that those of us who have 
survived saloon days are not in- 


these bootlegging, speakeasy days , 


thunderous noise | 


flicted with the stupid phrase 
that “the cause of poverty is! 
drink.” 
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| Big Business presented to, if! as usual, what it wanted. The! buffetings of life were to be had, 
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Italian Socialists 
Take a First Step 
Towards United Action 


Blum Denounces Tardieu Policy 
At London Naval Conference 


Leon Blum has contributed a/ sciousness of Security,” Blum | 


series of leading articles to the| writes: “I have had occasion to | cialist Party (Maximalists) met 
| “Populaire” on the Naval Disarm- j}at Grenoble March 16th and 17th. 


‘ 
|} ament Manifesto drawn up by the | define the position of the Party as | The Congress had been called to 
| Bureau of the Labor and Social- | against the French demands of |decide the question of Socialist 
ist International and the Execu-| ™ Tardieu. Far from supporting /unity, which still presents diffi- 


tive of the International Federa- 
tion of Trade Unions, In an ar- 


ticle entitled “Close Solidarity” a m os poner ee ee 
he writes that the four capitalist | oes allow of any reduction in our|the Socialist Party in Italy. 


governments represented in Lon-| present SERRE, but which in| During the discussion which pre- 
don have not accepted the propo- | five years’ time would represent |ceded the Congress, the majority 


sals of the British Labor Govern- 


ment in re : , - . ‘ 
spirit in which i c’ more. We do not admit /| Executive, presided over by Ange- 


they we re| that either on the land question lica Balabanoff, ordered the expul- 
made. “The ;or on the naval question any power | sion on the eve of the Congress 
resolution does whatever may take its needs, of |of two federations and a hundred 
not mention which it will necessarily be the | Members. There is a constant So- 
fany power in sole judge, as the measure ¢? its | Cialist tradition that when a con- 
R particular. But |2™maments. We do not admit that | gress has ben called it should be 
we French So-/| further progress must be accom-|the only judge of any eventual ex- 
cialists have no| Plished in the sphere of security| Pulsion to be made. This prin- 
reason to be so| before the powers are in a posi-|Ciple would have been confirmed 
tion to envisage effective reduc-|>y the Congress without a doubt. 


| able and untenable.. We do not/|which has already been realized 








® discrete with | But h : hy 
P veoutiv j 2 + 
regard to our tions’ |But as t e Executive wished to 
own govers-| “Doubtless we must not oppose close the doors of the Congress 
. to the delegates which it had arbi- 


the attitude in London of nations zs 
other than France, and especially rw exctuded, ane whose ¢x- 
of the United States or Italy. It pulsion the sections had declined 
is beyond doubt that the principle aa gerd the R. a rer _ 
dementia oom | = parity, which will mean for | ‘* A cougetioe -_ appetntes hall. 
| Great Britain a considerable re- | The mnagoesty pages — ype 

duction of its naval strength and Cafe Riviera. wae hy onpemone tive 
the abandonment of a hegemony the votes established the complete 
which has lasted for centuries, failure of the tr A de force which 
would on the contrary mean for nad heen attempted by the Exec- 
the United States a perceptible utive. After a long discussion of 
: ; percepti the report which Pietro Nenni pre- 

growth in relation to its present P eer ae 


sented, the Congress g ously 
Strength, an almost immeasurable passed (except for = hp arene 
growth in relation its pre-war ¢raction which announced that it 
pega and the acquisition Of was leaving the party and joining 
new prestige. All the assurances | the Third International) the fol 
| ais . < - | a a ake “ af 
given by M. Stimson cannot pre- | lowing resolution: 
vail against these obvious facts| «socialist Unity. That the pres- 
pays potions mae So heavily up-|ent division benefits Fascism and 
| only necessary to continue along | nel “ Det —— cane Mew begin- | the bourgeoisie exclusively; that 
| the road which M. Tardieu is fol- | anes p oat utnes wming the unity is the first duty of the So- 
lowing. If not, it is time to change | — “ a © United States with |cialists; that reformism and maxi- 
it” | wel founded and vigorous criti-|malism only represent two equally 
cism we shall not however have |lapsed aspects of the class-strug- 
justified our own attitude 





ment. Its attitude interests us 
jabove all; it alone is responsible | 
ito us, and we must speak clearly 
| with regard to it. 
| “If the tonnage 
| tained in the last French mem- 
{orandum were to be maintained, 
they would lead either to a tri-| 
| angular arramgement between the 
| United States, Great Britain and 
| Japan, which would bring back 
| the particularly dangerous regime 
of special agreements, or a per- 
ceptible increase in the British de- 
mands, whith would signify the 
abandonment of every kind of re- 
| duction and the return to the arm- 
aments race. Is that what is} 
| wanted in France? If it is, it is 





| it. 
| In anothe- orticle on “The Con- 


The Congress of the Italian So- | 


of public liberties and in the per- | 
for power | 


iod of the struggle 
which has followed the war; that 
the “Partito Socialista Italiano” 
and the 
Lavoratori Italiani’ which have 
in common the immediate aim of 
the conquest of political democ- 
racy and the final aim of the cre- 


lation of the Socialist order of so- 


| them, we regard them as inaccept-| culties among the deportees, but | 


admit a program which not only | within the illegal organization of | 


| an increase of two hundred to two|of the members expressed them- | 
cha hundred and “fty thousand tons, | selves in favor of unity. Then the | 


ciety, must unite in order to make | 


the Socialist party once more the 
guide of the working class. 
“The anti-fascist 


That in the present phase 


in Italy, which is characterized by 
the necessity for the revolutionary 
conquest of political democracy, 
the working class must extract the 
maximum of possible advantages 
from the internal dissensions of 
the bourgeois, and must ally it- 
self with all the elements, even if 
they are not Socialist, which un- 
dertake to fight for the overthrow 
of the dictatorship and which 
avoid every solution by way 
compromise with the political cir- 
cles and social classes (monarchy, 
banking and industrial plutocracy, 
agrarian capitalism) of which Fas- 
cism has been and is the instru- 
ment, and which recognize the ne- 
cessity for the new State to grant 
the economic, moral and political 
claims of the workers, peasants 
and employees; that the anti-fas- 
cist concentration in Paris is the 


embryo organ of the alliance; 
that it must be reinforced so as to 
be able to fulfill its mission of 


propaganda abroad and agitation 
inside the country; that the centre 
of the activity 
ferred from the exteri 
terior of the country. 

“The Italian Socialist Party, at 
the ‘moment when it renews its 
adhesion to the principle of an al- 





ust now be trans- 


or to tne in- 









liance of the Italian Left for the 
conquest of political democracy, 
considers it its duty to reaffirm 


its characteristics as a party of 
the class struggie and of the so- 
cial revolution, and in consequence 


igle in the phase of the conquest | the limite and precise aim of this 


“Partito Socialista dei | 


concentration | 
and the anti-fascist struggle in It- | 
| aly. 
of the political and class struggle | 


of | 


Million Socialists Now 
| Organized in Germany 

Tne 1929 Year Book of the 
German Social Democratic Par- 
ty announces that the German 
Social Democratic Party in- 
cluded 1,021,777 members at 
| the end of 1929, 803,442 men 
and 218,335 women. The num- 
ber of local organizations in- 
creased from 8,916 in 1928 to 
9,544 in 1929. The receipts of 
the party are more than 11! 
million marks. The number of 
meetings held—72,500 mem- 
bers’ meetings and 27,500 
public meetings—and the dis- 
tribution of more than 72 mil- 
lion leaflets and propaganda 
pamphlets show the powerful 
| propaganda work of the mem- 
bers. The membership week for 
1929 was intended to produce 
a million members. The fig- 
ures given by the German 
Party show that this aim was 
not only achieved, but even ex- 
ceeded. 


| 





alliance, after which, and once the 
objectives which it aims at are at- 
tained, the working class will go 
on with the struggle for the con- 
quest of economic democracy and 
the building up of the Socialist 
order of society, which alone offers 
an effective guarantee of individu- 
al and collective liberty.” 

The consequences of this resolu- 
tion will be the formation of an 
Italian Socialist Party which will 
be open to all those who ac 
the principles of Socialism. 
ten years past the Italian Social- 
ist Movement has been the 
of splits. The historical character 
of the Congress of Grenoble will 
clearly be seen. It is that 
a minority remains attached to the 
Maximalist Party, but it is now 


ep 
For 


nreyv 


true 


cut off at the same time from tra-| 


dition and from the working class 
and cannot exercise any serious 
influence in the anti-fascist strug- 
gle and in the certain renaissance 
of the Italian Socialist movement. 
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No one will ever call me “cock-eyed”, and 
away with it. No, not even if President Hoover @ 
the Queen of Roumania ever spilled that horrid: 
name in my direction, would my age-old self-re- 
straint avail against immediate retaliation. : 
do you really understand what it means to be 
2 ae ee q 

Now just imagine how m&ny other picturesque 
and obscene things the language of Tammany Hall | 
contains ... and how adept His Honor Jimmie the —— 
Mayor and Joey McKee . . . the Aldermanic Presi- ~ 
dent are in those juicy slangonyms . . . and yet is 
fiercest, the ugliest, the most diabolical thing 
could say to Norman Thomas and Louis Wal 
last week over the unemployment hearing at 
Hall was “Gentleman... you're cock-eyed .. . 
Lucky indeed are those forty and twenty-five 
sand dollar a year liabilities of the city pay-roll 
I wasn’t there. Maybe I wouldn’t have scraped 
all the olden gutter dung from Columbia Street 
plastered their sartorial elegances with gleeful 
tion. Well, Norman and Louis ought to be 
tically relieved that they got away with just 
mild-mannered vituperation from our City Fathers. 
And then what does a little name or so matter in 
the good fight ...? Heaven knows, we're in the 
same plight as a certain young writer found him- — 
self while working for a boss who could swear in a — 
manner as might delight any Tammany gathering. 


* 


ELT: 


ia temeainaaieye A tiaiiat if 


; 


ee Mias 


EE 


FE 


i 


5 Nala ep IRC Rays Rene OTE. 0 Dale pbieceiy AEDS eee idea, 


He came to me for a job to earn enough for 
fare to Woodstock, N. Y. I referred him to a 
Greenberg who was moving his shop into a 
loft. He was hired to help load the trucks. 
a week he labored as only a soft-fingered 
might with heavy tool and part. Here he 
something, there he tripped, once he almost 
his boss... and all the time, through all 
misadventures a cataract of abuse and vile 
tumbled down upon his gentle ears. Saturday . «« 
pay day came... .Mr. Greenberg, between cusses 
and damns was making up the payroll «s« 
pS ee eee of a poet, what in....-.ecs 
your name anyway...” he called to my friend . . 

With all the gentleness of the mighty meek, the 
poet turned on his fuming boss and inquired "Why 
should you want to know my name, Mr. Greenberg, 
... you've called me enough names already . 

And no doubt that is’ exactly how we oughi 
feel toward those intellectual Titans who run 
city in so upright a fashion that they may look 
Socialist in the eye and call him “cockeyed”. 

od al “ 

This isn’t exactly the sort of column I had in- 
tended for the week. There is too much brutal suff- 
ering in the nation... and entirely too obvious a 4 
desperate situation in the city under our very eyes ; 
for levity. Yet I must laugh out loud lest I break t 
down in useless emotion. Here we are faced with 
long shivering lines of men and women lost to self- 4 
respect, taking their meal tickets from “a scrimped é 
and iced” charity. Here we know how millions of 
homes are dark with dread against to-morrow... 
and there in nice fat jobs sit feather-brained, jig- 
ging jokesmiths, glittering cold with insolence, offi- 
cials elected by these same sufferers in an hour of 
re ge security ... And how quick they are to 
mouth Cain's cowardly... “Am I my brother's 
keeper. . .?” 1 

Even before they had looked into the law for ( 
which they are the paid keepers, they shrugged ; 
their nicely tailored shoulders and crooned. . .“The 
law does not allow us to do anything about relieving 
unemployment...” And all the time there has 
been a State law enacted while Jimmie the Jigger 
was in the State Senate that gives each city a free 
hand toward unemployment relief, and takes the 
sting of charity from every meal given to the hun- 
gry. 

a J = 


Oh, Jimmie and you Joey, if you had played square 
with your jobs you wouldn’t have drawn a cent of 
your self-padded salaries, yes you and that whole 
overfed bunch of glorified rubberstamps would have 
given to the out-of-works all the swollen moneys you 
take from the city treasury ... so utterly unearn- 
ed... Thousands of families would have food and 
clothing, and rent and warmth for a spell at least. 

Maybe, this will shame you into following my sug- 
gestion. Maybe. Even as you were forced into 
adopting a few of our other “cock-eyed” suggestions 
immediately after you chased the Socialist delega- 
tian and go without meat yourself so that your ; 
gratulate you...? ye 

We have learned with the persecuted Jews of old j 
Russia. . .“It may even come from a drunken Cog 
sack, as long.as good comes out of it...” r 
original is too delicious for verbatim in transl 

But alas, I'll wager you'll empty the tax-payers” 
pockets first before the thought enters into your 
jazz-jigging domes that you might play the Chris- 
tian and go without mea tyourself so that your 


poor neighbor have bread. 
~ ~ 


PA 


eigenen: 


Es’: 


» 
ve aay me pe 


When I contemplate the indecency of your be- 
havior in this desperate situation, when I stare ; 
upon your unbelievable insolence as public officers j 
in a democratic government, when I analyze the 
vulgar greed that actuated your self-voting of sal- 
ary increases in the face of a national industrial 
calamity, it becomes clear why crime increases, why 
men become hopeless and kill themselves, and why 
violence boils like living craters in the minds of 
desperate reasonless fools, as the only way out. 

There is a road for repentance and absolution for 
the sins of omission that now crown your official 











doings. Forget squeamy politics... forget the : 
wardheeling realestaters who wait upon your deci- } 
sions of where the city plans to build... forget ; 
the boodling contractors and pet receivers of con- 
struction handouts... Get about the business of 


removing slums, dig the subways, build the 
bridges, pave the streets, lay the deConnolly-ized 


the 








sewers and build the public buildings so vitally 
needed. 

The ten per-cent or whatever per-cent that fat- 
tens the Kennys, the Mahoneys, and the Murphys 
into millionaires as contractors could go a long 


the breadline, and giving self- 
thousands who are shivere 
ler between concealed poy- 
shame of the breadline. ... 

S. A. de Witt. 
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training does not raise any 
: only tends to make all pub- 
to authority.—Ramsay MacDom- » 





rialism (Capitalism) has dome 
has made them parts of some 
ead of ingenious and handy men.— 


; what indus 





ath it be without 
will be your heita.— 


eise the lawyers 
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Wi n what a man knows, but what he is. 
The imortant thing 10t what.ave drill into our 
children, but that w lt them into.—A Bates. 





Militarism, with all its bogus victories, leads us 
nowhere. It is like the squirrel in the cage—the 
faster you go the more quickly you go nowhere. 
J. H. G. Chapple, in “A Rebel’s Vision 
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“THE WEEK ON THE STAGE 


By Joseph T. Shipley 





Maduro-Levenson In 
Composers’ Concert 


The elite of the music world as- 
sembled in large numbers at Town 





THE FAMILY HEAD 


*THE MATRIARCH.” 
Stern. Longacre Theatre. 





' 4s a Shubert season. 
‘beris have had a good share of the 


have been even more prominent. 
“Bird In Hand,” “Death Takes A 


_ Holiday,” “The Infinite Shoeblack,” 
*Topaze,” the season of Victor Her- 


bert and other revivals at Jolsons, 


the visit of Fritz Leiber with his 


repertory: this 


Shakespearean 


group alone provides enough mem- 
ories to make the season worth- 
while; and they are all from the 


House of Shubert. 

A valid addition to this good 
company of dramas is that made 
from G. B. Stern’s novel, “The 
Matriarch,” in which Constance 


' Collier is starring at the Longacre. 


The aspirations, the heights, the 
climatic fall, and the slow but 
proud re-ascent of the Rakonitz 
family, provide both an entertain- 
‘ing story (in which the stage im- 
probability of the father’s return 
may be overlooked) and a series 
of excellent portraits, character 
sketches of various types in which 
a central continuity may be dis- 
cerned—as, especially, in the rise 
of the new “Matriarch” Toni to 
earry on after the aged Anastasia 
ean no longer head the family. 
Beyond the particular tale of the 
Rakonitz family, however, there 
grows from the play a friendly rec- 
ognition of the spirit that through 
ages of wandering from land to 
land has sustained the Jewish 
people, of the continuing faith and 
pride that poverty and evil cir- 
cumstance cannot hold under, of 
the indomitable will that has car- 
ried the Jew to the fore in every 
land and—despite hatred and per- 
secution—has enabled him in ev- 
ery field, religion, politics, science, 
art, to stand high in the records 
of human history. Not that re- 
ligion or breath of prejudice or 
propaganda enters the play; but 
the frank and sympathetic pres- 
entation of the Rakonitz family 
fives to “The Matriarch” a uni- 
v-"sol significance and contrib- 
* + es much as art can to the 
-~ of understanding and con- 

“t iustice and peace. ‘The 

rch” is a vividly e=ztertain- 

-- it is also a summons to 


* thought. 

RUE SHAKES SPEARE 
@#U1Z LIEBER in Shakespearean 
Repertoire. Shubert Theatre. 
The visit of the Chicago Civic 


Shakzsepeare Society, sponsored by 
the Shuberts, makes it possible 
for New York to enjoy two pleas- 
ures long denied it: a repertoire 
of Shakespearean plays; and these 
dramas produced for their own 
Sake, not trimmed to fit the spe- 
cialties‘of a star. For, although 
Fritz Leiber, heading the company, 
gives excellently varied perform- 


roles, the main effect of each of 
these plays is of its unified growth 
and whole dramatic purpose. 
Seen thus as units, the plays 
of Shakespeare (and in two weeks 
lwe’ve been shown nine of them) 


stand astonishingly alive, valid 
and moving theatrical fare. Even 
the rarely given plays, “Richard 


Ili,” “King Lear,’ wake deep emo- 
tions, are accepted unquestioning- 
ly at their own estimate, and con- 
stantly hold. I have heard few 
moments of sobbing among audi- 
ences such ag came when the 
tragic horror of Lear in the storm 
melted to the pity of Cordelia's 
bending over him. And those who 
deem Shakespeare not ‘for all 
time,” ponder but these words: 

Through tattereds clothes small 

vices do appear; 


By G. B. 


LTHOUGH two of the seas- 
on’s biggest hits are not 

_ theirs, there is no doubt that this 
The Shu- 


financial successes of the theatri- 
eal year, but from the point of 
view of quality their presentations 


Leew Houses 


Making a Tour of the 


Hall last Thursday evening, March 
20th. The occasion was a joint pre- 
sentation of the compositions of 
Charles Maduro and Boris Leven- 








This elfin like creature is Easter 
Carol doing the light fantastic 


in color rhythm, She is mak- 

ing a tour of the Loew Houses 

and is appearing this week at 
Loew’s Pitkin. 





deed.” Among his supporting cast, 
all competent to carry the mood, 
a few stand out; Lawrence H. Ce- | 
cil as Kent in “King Lear;” Rob- 


the gate scene in “Macbeth;” Vir- 
ginia Bronson as Lady Macbeth, 


rie Carroll as Ophelia, Jessica, 
Phebe, and Cordelia. The settings 
are a combination of curtains and 
deft suggestions of place and mood, 
building well into the total effect 
of this city’s best and fullest taste | 
of Shakespeare in many seasons. 


S OF FREEDOM 


By Lula Vollmer, from 
igarian of Imre Fazekas. 
Theatre. 

“To be free is nothing; the hard 
thing is to know what to do with 
one’s freedom.” These words of 
;Andre Gide might be motto to 
“Troyka,” which, though set in 
a prison camp in Siberia, might 
have been given any place any 
where in the world. For the re- 
lease of the prisoners at the out- 
break of the Revolution drives 
jhome the thought that “stone 
walls do not a prison make,” that 
our hareshest jailer is our own 
spirit, passion our most galling 
chain. It is when he is free that 
Ivan can no longer contain him- 
self, but must turn upon his com- 


WALLS 
TROV KA. 
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* | well received. Mr. Charles Maduro, 
who gained inspiration for many 


‘|}a joyful picture of revelry. The 


ert Strauss for the knocking at | 


Nerissa, and Kate the Shrew; Mar 


son played by forty members of 
the Manhattan Symphony Orches- 
tra. Each composer conducted his 
own works. Both composers are to 
be congratulated upon the quality 
of their work, representing two 
distinct schools of music. The com- 
bre hued Russian and Jewish har- 
monies of Levenson, in sharp and 
distinct contrast to the lively lilt- 
ing rhythm and melody of Ma- 
duro’s Spanish numbers, lent di- 
versification and sustained interest 
in the program, throughout the 
concert. Levenson’s tone poem 
“Volga” was given its first public 
performance and proved to be a 
scholarly and well worked out 
composition, based on folk themes 
of Russian peasants. His “Frei- 
lichz,” a jolly dance on a Jewish 
wedding was also played for the 
first time in manuscript, and was 


of his compositions on his travels 
in foreign lands conducted his 
Scherzo Espagnole, a tone poem on 
a carnival in Madrid. It sparkles 
with gaiety, hilarity, and clowning, 


harp cadenza was well played by 
Miss Verlye Mills. This composi- 
tion was first performed in its 
jpresent form by the Manhattan 
|Symphony Orchestra, conducted by 
|Henry Hadley at Mecca Audtori- 
'um on February 23, 1930. Another 
| composition by Maduro worthy of 
a than passing notice was the 
Rhapsody Espagnole, a work of 
jmuch orchestral coloring, well 
| rendered by the orchestra. 








| 
| First Anniversary Festival 
Of New History Society 





The Caravan, a section of the 
| New History Society, will present 
| Alexandre Kourganoff, Russian 
jtenor, in a concert at their First 
| Anniversary Festival tonight (Sat- 
| urday). The concert will be at 
the Persian Garden of the Ritz- 
Carlton, 48th street and Madison 
avenue, at nine o’clock. Alexan- 
dre Kourganoff has sung in op- 
eratic roles in Moscow, Petrograd, 
Kiev, Odessa, Milan, Florence, 
Naples and Rome, and has also 
given concerts in Paris. The pro- 
gram tonight will include short 
| talks on the “Ideals of the New 
pocaggs Society,” by Syud Hos- 
sain, Anne Pinneo, Count Ilya 
Tolstoy, Basanta Koomar Roy 
and Solon Fieldman. Mirza Ahmad 
Sokrab will act as chairman. 

At the regular Sunday evening 
lecture at nine o’clock in the 
ballrom of the Park Lane, Basanta 
Koomar Roy will speak on “The 
Challenge of the Orient.’ 





from this outstanding picture. 








**Journey’s End’’ 
Film at Gaiety 


“The first screen big special 
without a woman in it” is what 
they call the all-talking screen 
version of Tiffany’s ‘Journey’s 
End,” which has its world premiere 
at the Gaiety Theatre next Tues- 
day evening. The screen version of 
R. C. Sherriff’s play follows the 
stage play in this respect. On 
Wednesday evening, April 9th, the 
77th Division Association (New 
York’s own) have bought out the 
house for this occasion. 

The all-talking screen version of 
“Journey’s End,” produced by Tif- 
fany in conjunction with Gains- 
borough Productions and Welsh- 
Pearson-Elder, of England, will 
later be produced in German, with 
German actors, in French, with 
French actors, and in Italian, with 
Italian actors. 


Double Bill at Beacon 


“The Manhunter,” an all-talk- | 
ing drama of the African ivory | 
smugglers, is the attraction at! 
Warner Bros. Beacon Theatre. | 
On the same program, as an ad- 

ded feature, is “Lilac Time,” 2 | 
musical romance starring Colleen 
Moore and featuring Gary Coo- | 
per. 

In the cast of “The Manhunt- 
er” are Nora Lane, who played 
the role of ‘Marcia,” the society 
girl, in ‘Sally’; John Loder, who 
featured in “Lilies of the Field,” 

with Corinne Griffith, and Charles | 
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rade for the woman. 

“Troyka” would be a better play 
if this idea were permitted to come 
to us through our own mental ac- 
tivity, while we watched a stir- 
ring story—instead of hearing 
fine phrases fling it forth at us. 
But it is perhaps characteristic, 
at least of stage Russians, to 
ruminate even as they act. 

There is much, however, to make 
the play of interest; indeed, one 
wishes the various moods of the 
prisoners, while in suspense and 
after their release, were more fully 
developed. The drunkard’s mo- 
ment in the last act, and the} 
thief’s, are excellent. Natascha, 
the one woman in the play, is 
well drawn; and the surprise of 
her final step surges to recogni- 
tion. Zita Johann, in the role, is 
more than reminiscent of Eva Le 
Gallienne. Most of the large cast 
strengthen the drama’s effect; and 








Robes and furr’d gowns hide all. 
Plate sin with gold, 
And the strong lance of justice | 
hurtless breaks; 
Arm it in rags, a pigmy’s straw 
doth pierce it. 
. Get thee glass eyes 
And like a scurvy politician, seem | 
To see the things thou dost not 
Fritz Leiber gives not only 
sound, intelligent, but deeply felt 
interpretations of his roles; per- 
haps, in ensuring the clarity of 
his enunciation, he pauses at times 
too markedly, 
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Interlocutor for Minstrels 
Thomas 
that the interlo 


coming old-tim 


Kilpatrick announces 
utor of his forth- 
minstrel show 
Troy, noted straight 
many a Cole and Johnson 
ical production. Troy has 
30 performed as “interlocutor” 
1rgia Minstrels” 
the south. 
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The Comedy Hit from the French 


with FRANK MORGAN 
PHOEBE FOSTER 
CLARENCE DERWENT 


MUSIC BOX THEATRE 


45th STREET, WEST of BROADWAY 


Evgs. 8:40, Mats. Thurs. & Sat. 2:30 


THE THEATRE GUILD PRESENTS 


A MONTH 


THE 


COUNTRY 


By IVAN TURGENEV 


GUILD THEATRE 


52nd STREET WEST of BROADWAY 
Evgs., $:50—Mats., Thurs. - Sat. 2:40 











ARTHUR HOPKINS Presents 


REBOUND 


A New Comedy 
by DONALD OGDEN STEWART 


with 


THE THEATRE GUILD Presents 


Tommy 


| record work, and for the past six 


From the Film Version of i a s End” | 





| 


mene ee Se 
To the Gaiety Theatre next week comes the film version of an 
international success “Journey’s End”—pictured above—is a scene 





Music Students and 
Singers, Take Note, 
Word comes from Maestro Emi- 
lio A, Roxas, vocal teacher and 
coach, of Steinway Hall, of his im- 
pending trip to Italy, ana his plan 
to take a musical party on a four 
months tour of its principal cities, 
including Naples, Rome, Florence, 
and Milan; with headquarters at | 
one of the most picturesque wat- 
ering spots of all Europe, Lake 
Ccmo. Maestro Roxas hopes to or- | 
ganize only a limited number of 
singers, which will also include pu- 
pils of other teachers. The} 
party will sail from New York on 
or about June Ist, to linger in the 
permeating musical atmosphere of 
Itely. Those who are interested in | 
this musical party, will find com- 
plete information when they in- 
quire of Maestro Roxas. 


{ 
| 
| 
| 


Christian at 
The Paramount Grill 


Tommy Christian and his Para- 
mount Grill Orchestra heve b2en | 
installed in the Paramout Hotel 
Grill since Monday, and the asso- 
ciation has been pleasing every- 
body, so the rumor goes. Tommy 
Christian is weil known in New 
York for his vaudeville, radio and 
months has created somewhat of 
a furore in the Middle West. 
comes to the Paramount Grill di- 


clusive Mounds Country Club 


| Leather Kid.” 
| was directed by Frank Lloyd, is 
| entirely 
| technicolored, and has an unusual- 


| Chang. 


|-feature the only midget band in 
| the world. Naomi Ray and Har- 


' Boris Petroff to Be 


| previous attendance and run rec- 


trade paper, reports in one of its 
lates tissues, that the Aafa Com- 
| pany, producers of “Dich Hab Ich 
| Geliebt,” 
| tions, star of the picture, on a long 
|term contract for talking pictures. 


ture, 
He Tobis in Germany, will be shown 
for the first time at the 55th Street 
|rect from engagements at the ex- Playhouse following the run of 


Barthelmess and 
Rose’s Midgets at 
The Hippodrome 


The Hippodrome this week of 
April 5th is presenting Richard 
Barthelmess in “Son of the 
Gods” with Constance Bennett. 
This story from the pen of Rex 
Beach provides Dick with his best 
picture since he did “The Patent 
“Son of the Gods” 
in dialogue, is partly 
ly large east including Mildred 
Van Durn, E. Allyn Warren, Ge- 
neva Mitchell and King Hou 


Thirty-eight performers are on 
the vaudeville bill, which is 
topped by Rose’s Lilliputians who 


rison, George Shelton in a com- 
edy military episode by Alex Ger- 


In Shubert Operetta 





Harry Puck comes to the Shu- 
bert Theatre next Monday in 





“Three Little Girls,” an oper- 


atta from the German of Her- 
man Feiner and Bruno Hardt- 
Warden. 





ber, W. H. Groh and his untrained 
dogs; Zelda Brothers, in a unique 
aerial frolic and the Three Capps, 
versatile dancers. 


Guest of Honor At 
Russian Kretchma 


In celebration of his fifth year 
as a producer and director for the 
Publix Theatres, Boris Petroff, 
who began his American produc- 
ing career with that organization, 
will be guest of honor at a party 
at the Russian Kretchma Restau- 
rant, No. 224 East 14th street, on 
Tuesday evening. 

Before the party, Petroff and | 
some of his stage finds will at- 
tend the second Broadway per- 
formance of “House Afire,’’ the 
new comedy at the Little Thea- | 
tre. 








“Dich Hab Ich Geliebt” 
Sixth Week at 55th 

The first ‘Gorman- made 100% 
talking and singing picture, “Dich 
Hab Ich Geliebt,” (‘Because I 
Loved You”) enters the sixth week 
of its popular priced run at the 
55th Street Playhouse beginning 
next Saturday, having broken all 


ords of the history of the Play- 
house. 
“Filmkorrier,” the German film 


at $2, 


Disraeli Popular- 
Priced at Strands’ 


Its popularity little dimmed by 
a six months’ run on Broadway | 
starring George | 
Arliss, is the current attraction at 
the New York and Brooklyn 
Strand Theatres. 
has been voted the 
year’s finest screen production. It | 
is an all-talking romantic dra- | 
ma, dealing with the career of 
the statesman—ruler of men and} 
; women—who made Victoria Em- | 
| press of India. 


“Disraeli,” 


“Disraeli” 


This Warner Bros, 


Florence Arliss, 
Anthony Bushell, 





Palestine Opera Gala 


phone production is based on the 
| story of Louis N. Parker. 
| directed by Alfred E. Green, Fea- 
| tured in the large cast are Joan | 
Bennett, 

| Torrence, 
- Ivan Simpson. 


It was | 


David 
and | 
' 


Concert Benefit 


A gala concert will be given in 
Carnegie Hall 
April 14, by Ossip Gabriiowitch, 
pianist, conductor of the Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra, and Mischa 
Elman, violinist. 
sored by 
Palestine Opera and proceeds will | 
form the nucleus of a fund to be 
raised to establish the National 


Monday 


the of 


Society 


evening, ' 


It will be spon- 
the 





have signed Mady Chris- 


Conrad Veidt’s first talking pic- 
“Bride 68,” produced by 


“Dich Hab Ich Geliebt.” 
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ORIGINAL CHARACTER SKETCHES 


Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Sunday, 8:50 


Evening: 
Friday 


Management Actor-Managers, Inc. 
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After playing for six months on 


Broadway at $2 top, George 

Arjis comes to the Strand Thea- 

tre this week with the reputa- 

tion of having given one of the 

finest performances of the year 

in his old stage favorite “Dis- 
raeli.” 





| Opera in Palestine, begun in 1923 
| by Mark Golenkin, Russian con- 
and Vita- | du ductor, on a firm financial basis. 
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ty, with the rebirth of which I 
dealt last week, in the first of a 
series of articles on branches 
| that have come to the forefront 
recently, the Sunnyside branch of 
Queens County did not have any 
antecedents-when it was first or- 
ganized, no tradition to live up 


) to build from the bottom up, with- 


Y Branches That Lead—Il 


~'How, Sunnyside Forged Ahead 


By Marx Lewis 
ena the Upper West Side 
branch of the Socialist Par- 


to, no-history to live down. It 
did not have, as the Upper West 
Side branch did, a period during 
which it languished. In that re- 
spect, it probably had an advan- 
tage. It had no inertia to over- 
come.- On the other hand, it had 


out the material necessary to be- 
gin with. In that respect, it may 
have been at a disadvantage, as 
compared with a branch which is 
in existence, but not functioning. 

In either event, those who or- 
ganized the Sunnyside branch 
steered its activities into a mul- 
titude of channels, each of them 
helpful to the Socialist movement, 
and made it, in a comparatively 
short time, one of the best or- 
ganized branches in the local So- 
cialist movement, would have 
probably succeeded. Its organiz- 
ers and members are the type 
who by reason of their experience 
in the Socialist movement, their 
special qualifications for the work 


have succeeded in giving life to a 
new one. 
Clarke the Organizer 

The branch was born in August, 
1928, less than two years ago, in 
the home of Mark Khinoy, a mem- 
ber of the staff of the Jewish 
Daily Forward. Seven Socialists 
met, and decided to apply for a 
charter. They were Mark and 
| Dena Khinoy, Nathan Fine, of the 
Research Department of the 
Rand School; Louis Stanley, 
Tucker P. and Myra B. Smith, and 
Edward P. Clarke, who had lived 
in Troy, N. Y., and whom.I re- 
membered as one of the leading 
spirits of the Socialist organiza- 
tion there. 

There had been other efforts 
made to organize a branch in 
Sunnyside. But this one was des- 
tined to succeed beyond the fond- 
est expectations of its promot- 
ers. It would be safe to say that 
wherever Clarke went to live, a 
Socialist branch would soon 
spring up. Clarke was the mov- 
ing spirit. In a sense, he is the 
father of the branch. 


was to operate was new. The 
development was at the time less 
than four years old. Its resi- 
dents include a number of ac- 
tive Socialists—but they were ac- 
tive in other sections of the city, 
or in the party generally. 

There were some misgivings on 
the part of the charter members. 





they had undertaken, and their 
determination, at whatever cost, 
to win, could have as well re- 
vived a defunct branch as they 


The presidential campaign of 1928 
was getting under way, and some 
| thought that instead of branch- 
| ing out immediately as a Social- 


The field in which the branch } 


ist party branch they constitute 
themselves a Thomas-for-Presi- 
dent Club. But the majority felt 
that if the branch amounts to any- 
thing, it will be denounced as So- 
cialist anyway; and if it failed to 
amount to anything, the name 
would not be more attractive if 
it did not indicate its clear-cut 
Socialist character. The judg- 
ment of the majority has since 
been vindicated. 

Having decided against sailing 
under assumed colors themselves, 
the branch members began a 
campaign immediately to get 
other Socialists, who enroll as 
old party men, or fail to enroll 
at all, to show their colors, by 
enrolling as Socialists. Through 
the distribution of literature and 
the canvassing of voters, the ap- 
peal was made to Socialists to en- 
roll as well as vote Socialist. As 
a result, the enrollment rose 
from 3 in 1928 to 15 in 1927, to 
61 in 1928, and to 87 in 1929. 
Three of the enrolled Socialists 
there are also listed in ‘Who's 
Who.” 
| Thomas Defeats La Guardia There 

The vote, of course, kept pace 
with the enrollment. In 1926, it 
was 8; in 1927, it was 40; in 1928 
it was 71; and in 1929, Norman 
Thomas received 376 votes, de- 
feating La Guardia, the Republi- 
can candidate, by 40 votes. 

The membership, likewise, has 
kept pace with the enrollment and 
the vote. It has now 55 mem- 
bers, and it would be closer to 90 
if the branch had not decided to 
have one of its most devoted 
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members, James H. Diskant, un- 
dertake the reorganization of the 
Astoria branch, taking with him 
some of the Sunnyside members. 
The active branch in Astoria, with 
35 members, is one of the results 
of the work the Sunnyside branch 
made possible. 

I have spoken of the achieve- 
ments. They did not come— 
they never do come—by the wav- 
ing of a magic wand. The work 
of the members, continuous, in- 
tensive, and exceedingly practi- 
cal, has made its steady growth 
in membership, in Socialist en- 
rollment, and in Socialist vote, in- 
evitable. 

A majority of the members are 
women. Most of the members 
are young, under 35 years of age. 
They take part in community as 
well as party activities. Its 
Members are found in the Cen- 
tral Committee, the City Execu- 
tive Committee, the Rand School, 
the Research Bureau, the Wo- 
man’s section, The New Leader, 
the Labor Age, the Pioneer Youth. 

Responds to All Appeals 

Every Party effort meets a 
favorable response. Its members 
contributed close to $200 to the 
national $50,000 fund last sum- 
mer, $139 to the fund raised to 
help the British Labor Party, and 
$112 for the Southern mill strik- 
ers besides a van of clothing 
which the members collected for 
the strikers. Nearly $1,000 was 
raised during the first year of 
the branch’s existence for Social- 
ist and labor purposes, Educa- 
tional work, canvassing, distribu- 
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National 
August Claessens, the best known 


and best ped soap boxer and 
organiser of the Socialist movement, 
is to take another one 0 


those glorified vacations of his by 
making an organizing trip through 
the south. He will start out from 
New York about May the 10th and 
will visit the larger cities in the states 
en route to Alabama and work back 
by way of Mississippi and Tennessee. 
Comrades in this district should write 
direct to Comrade Claessens, 7 E. 15th 
St., New York City, for dates at the 
earliest possible moment. 


California 


State Secretary Lewis wires for a 
supply of due stamps and states that 
at their San Francisco mass meeting 
a riot was started by the Communists 
in their usual manner of fighting the 
Capitalist class. 


Tilinois 
Local Cook County (Chicago) held 
its first membership convention for 


1980 Sunday afternoon, 
Plans were disc 


an English-speaking press in Chica-| 


go, but it was generally felt that no 
action should be taken until the com- 
mittee which is working out the plans 


shall have gone into the matter more | mittee. All branches are called upon} 


thoroughly. 

A drive for a sustaining fund ol 
$3,000 per year got under way with 
good promise of reaching the goal 
within a few months. The comrades 


on the whole to be more en- | 


thusiastic than has been the case 
for some time. 

The new executive committee is 
considering the advisability of running 


candidates for Congress in November | 


elections. It now seems probable that 
candidates will be run in the 2nd, 
4th, 6th, 7th and possibly the 10th 
distric 


Kansas 


Reports received from Arkansas 
City regarding the Oneal meeting 
there show that a great deal of in- 
terest was aroused in Socialism and 
the comrades are asking for follow-up 
speakers. 


Colorado 


Letters and newspapers received 
from Colorado Springs indicate that 
@ great amount of interest was cre- 
ated there by the speech delivered by 
National Secretary Senior on March 
the 23rd at the open forum in the 
Court House. The members feel so 
encouraged by the success of the meet- 
ing that they have asked the Nation- 
al to furnish them with another 
speaker at an early date. 


Missouri 
Ommerman of Kansas City 


H 
’ my that the members are highly 


bf 


} 


gtai with the sudience at both 
the and Hoan meetings in 
that city. The Kansas City papers 
gave an unusual amount of space to 
both speeches. 

as 

Texas 

State Secretary Taylor reports that 
the Oneal meeting held in the Coun- 
cil Chamber in the City Hall, Dallas, 


/\wee- 4 decided success, despite the 


fact that weather conditions were very 
bad. He states that the address was 
listened to with rapt attention and 
| the sale of literature was very 


g 
Washington, D. C. 


At a very enthusiastic meeting of 
Ww ton, D. C. Socialist, Monday 
night, March 24th, at the Playhouse, 
1814 N St., N. W., which was addressed 
by le Wm. A. Toole, Organizer 
of the Socialist Party of Md., much 
determination to rebuild the party or- 
ganization in the District of Colum- 
bia was in evidence and several of the 
old time former comrades presented 
application cards and reenlisted for the 
work. An effort is being made to 
secure the Chairman of the National 
Executive Committee of the party to 
address a mass meeting in this city on 
or about May first. 


Connecticut 
New Haven 


Don't forget the lecture by Pro-| 


fessor Fleming James, Friday, April 
llth. “Recent Events in Palestine,” 
at the Workmen's Circle Educational 
Center, 72 Legion avenue. 
State Executive Committee 

The State Secretary reports that 
nominations are fli in for state of- 
ficers for the coming year. A refer- 
endum vote will be tiken during the 
coming month. 


It was voted to hold the state) 
June 22nd, at | 


convention Sunday, 
Arbeiter-Maenner-cnor Park, Alling- 
town, New Haven. Conn. 

The Legislative Committee was in- 
structed to draw ‘1p an Old Pen- 
sion bill and rep;rt same at next 
State Executive Committee 


jon April 27th. 
Michigan 
| Oakland County 
| A meeting will be held in the Odd 


f | Fellows Hall, in- Royal Oak, Tuesday, | 


|March 8, at eight p. m. Mr. E. Ed- 


| loff, secretary for the League of In- | 


;dustrial Democracy in Detroit, will 
|speak on Unemployment Insurance. 
| Several good meetings have been held 
‘in this County during the past few 
| weeks. At the last meeting three 
;new members were admitted. 

New Jersey 
| Essex County 
| Prof. Andrew J. Biemiller of the de- 
| partment of history of the university 
|of Pennsylvania will deliver a lecture 
at its headquarters, 105 Springfield 
Ave., Newark, Saturday, April 5th, 
8 p.m. Subject: “Defects of the New 
| Capitalism.” Admission 50 cents. Mem- 
a sympathizers are curdially in- 
} vite 


State Committee 
| _ The regular meeting of N. J. State 
| Committee, Socialist Party, will be 
| held Sunday, April 13, at headquar- 
| ters, 105 Springfield Ave., 


March 23.| The agenda for the state convention | , 
ussed for establishing |to be held in Camden, N. J., om April} meet Tuesday, April 8th, at 8 o'clock, 

|27, and other important business will/in Temple Israel Community Center, 
Every | 210 West 91st Street. Much important 


}come before this meeting. 
| branch in the state is now entitled 
; to send a delegate to the state com- 


| to elect delegates to this meeting. 
| Lewis in Newark 

| Marx Lewis, executive secretary of 
|} the New York City Socialist organiz- 
| ation, will speak in Newark, this Sun- 
| day evening, April 6th, at 105 Spring- 
| field avenue, on “Congress At Work.” 
Comrade Lewis has been secretary 
to Congressmen Berger and London. 


New York 


The State Executive Committee will 
meet at Peoples House, New York City, 
jnext Sunday at 11 a.m. The most 
| important matters to be considered 
will be plans for the 1930 State Con- 
| vention and for summer speaking and 
| propaganda upstate. A number of 
| Columbia College students have vol- 
| unteered for service during their va- 
| cations. 
| State Secretary Merrill urges every 


party member to take his or her} 


|State Convention assessment stamp 
| the next time dues are paid. Fi- 
nancial secretaries must remember 
| that this is the only means that the 


; party has for paying the railway fare | 


|of delegates to and from the State 
Convention. 


State Secretary Merrill announces | 
|that there is a big membership re- | 


| vival going on in the Finnish Feder- 
ation organization of the state. The 
report on duer stamps sold to Fin- 
jnish Federation branches during the 
| month of March indicates that Fin- 
| nish Federation members bought more 
| -tamps last month than for any month 
| during the preceding two years. There 
| has been no reduction in the rate of 
|}dues in the Finnish Federation. 


| New York City 
City Convention 


The annual Spring Convention of 
the Socialist party will be held in the 


| 


People’s House, Saturday and Sunday, | 
| April 26 and 27. Those branches that | 
or who | 
| have done so, and have not sent in| 


|have not elected delegates, 
| credentials, are urged to do so at once. 
|'THe City Office has received, up to 
| date, credentials from fifteen (15) 
branches. The Agenda Committee 


| has rendered its report and copies are | 


now being sent to all branches for 
analysis and discussion. 
Theatre Party 

A theatre party has been arranged 
| under the auspices of the Women's 
| Section of Local New York, and the 
entire house of the Music Box Theatre 
has been taken for the evening of 
| Thursday, April 17th. The play is 
|“Topaze”. Tickets are now on sale 
|at the City Office. Our women com- 
rades are working splendidly to make 
| this affair a success in order to raise 
| finances for some of the work that is 
| contemplated by the Women's Section. 

Jessie Stephen 

Jessie Stephen, of the British Labor 
Party, will be back in New York City 
beginning April 9th. She is con- 
cluding a very successful speaking 
tour. Miss Stephen will sail for Eng- 
|land about April 20th Branches and 
| Organizations desiring her services be- 
| fore she returns home, are requested 
} to get in touch with Organizer Claes- 


sens. 


May Day 

The May Day meeting will be held 
on Thursday, May Ist, at 2 P, M. in 
the Bronx Coliseum. There may be a 
meeting in one of the large halls in 
Brooklyn at the same time. Details 
as to program, speakers, etc. will be 
announced shortly. These meetings 
will be held under the auspices of the 
May Day Committee, composed of the 
| Socialist Party branches, Workmen's 
| Circle, trade union and fraternal 


groups. 
MANHATTAN 

3-5-10 A.D.—Sunday, April 6th, at 
| 3:30 P. M. a social gathering will be 
| held at the Cherry Lane Restaurant, 
42 Commerce Street. Norman Thom- 
as will be the guest speaker. Invita- 
tions have been sent to the enrolled 
Socialist voters of the three assembly 


| districts, inviting them to meet Com- 
| rade Thomas. The next business 
| meeting will be wield Tuesday evening, 
| April 8th in the home of Celia Rotter, 
|18 E. 10th Street. 
4th A. D.—A regular meeting will 
| be held on Wednesday, April 9th, at 
the East Side Socialist Center, 204 
|E. Broadway. Very important mat- 
| ters concerning the Branch will be 
} taken up. Every member is urged to 
| attend. 
| 6-8-12 A. D.—A branch meeting will 
| be held Monday, April 14th, 8:30 p.m. 
lat 96 Avenue C. Hennington Hall 
|has been engaged for a Membership 
| Drive meeting for Tuesday evening, 
| April 15th. Judge Jacob Panken and 
| August Claessens will be among the 
| speakers. Enrolled Socialists of the 
6th and 8th Assembly Districts, as 
| well as sympathizers will be invited 
to this gathering. 
| Yorkville—Thursday evening, April 
| 10th, at 9 P.M., August Claessens will 
speak on the “Causes of Unemploy- 
}ment” under the auspices of this 
| branch. Large mailing will be sent to 
| the enrolled Socialist voters and sym- 
| pathizers of the Yorkville territory, 


Newark.| inviting them to this meeting. 


Upper West Side—This branch will 


| business will come before the meet- 
ing, and it is imperative that every 
member be present. The officers will 
|report on the work that has been 
|done, and plans will be laid for the 


| future. At the last meéting Dr. Bohn 
| lectured on “Americanism vs. Mech- 
}anism”. Attendance was excellent. 


| Following the lecture there was a 
| short business session. Delegates were 
| elected to the City Convention. They 
*/are Simon Berlin, Meyer Gillis, Anna 
| Ingerman, Alexander Kuhnel, Andrew 
| Regaldi and Marion Severn. The al- 

ternates are Edward Cassidy, Harry 

Philipson, Leon Gilbson. Alexander 
| Kuhnel was elected as an additional 
| delegate to the Central Committee. 
| The Branch is planning a social eve- 
| ning to welcome the new members. It 
j expects to invite the membership of 
|the Morningside and Washington 
| Heights branches to this function. A 
|mass meeting and a dinner are also 
| being planned. 
| 21st A. D.—This branch meets reg- 
|ularly every Tuesday evening at 8:30 
| P. M. in room 4 of the building, 149 
| West 136th Street. 

Washington Heizhts—A card party. 
entertainment and dance, was held 
Saturday, March 29th. Marty Ra- 
phael entertained. The next branch 
meeting will be held on April 10th, 
at 8.30 p.m. at 600 West 181st St. 
Bela Low will be the speaker. His 
topic will be “Present Day Socialism.” 
| Enrolled Socialists are especially 
| urged to attend this meeting. 
| BRONX COUNTY 

7 A. D.—A meeting of this branch 
will be held on Tuesday evening, April 
8th in the club rooms, 4215—3rd 


Avenue, corner Tremont, at 8:30 p.m. | 


Max Delson will speak on “Water 


Power.” 
| Amalgamated Cooperative Houses 
Branch—The next meeting of this 
branch will be held Monday evening, 
April 7th at 8:30 p.m. The branch 
will have as its guest speaker, Alex- 
lander Fichlander. The meeting will 
be held in the Social Hall of Build- 
ing 3. 

3 A. D.—August Claessens will speak 
on the “Causes of Unemployment” at 
the next meeting of this branch on 
|'Tuesday evening, April 8th, at 105 
Clark place, corner Walton Avenue. 
Enrolled Socialist voters of this sec- 


tion of the 2 A. D. have been in-| 
| vited. The meeting will begin prompt | 


at 8:30 P.M. 

8th A. D.—The fine program ar- 
ranged for the Dance this Saturday 
evening, April 5th, at the Social Hall 
of the Tomaroff School, 2459 David- 
son Avenue, corner Fordham Road, is 
attracting considerable attention 
among young people. A fine band will 
supply the music. Future activities 
of the branch include a lecture by 
Elizabeth Stuyvesant on “Our Negro 
Poets” on Thursday evening, April 
10th: and one by Samuel H. Fried- 
man, on “The Labor Battle for the 
South” on April 17th. 

BROOKLYN 
Executive Committee Meeting 

The Kings County Executive Com- 

mittee will meet Sunday, April 6th, 


at 7:30 p.m., in the home of Mar- 
jorie Dorman, 38 Veranda Place, 
Brooklyn. 


1-3-8th A. D.—A business meeting 
of this branch will be held on Friday 
evening, April 4th at 8:30 P. M. at 







122 repont et. Important or- 
gan yn work will be considered and 
S t Norman 


pans 
Thomas meet. 
Williamsburg—Branch meetings are 
held every Monday evening, following 
the Forum conducted in the Club 
House at 167 Tompkins Avenue. A 
capacity audience is present every 
Monday evening. 
| the rest of the month includes: Sam- 
| uel H. Friedman, Henry Rosner, Wil- 
| iam Karlin, and August Claessens. 
| 9th A.D.—An attempt will be made 
| to organize a branch in the Bay Ridge 
section of the 8th A. D. The first 
| meeting will be held on Friday eve- 
| ning, April 11th in the home of Mr. 
| and Mrs. Sol Sholes, 120—68th Street. 





The program for | 


tion and literature, mailing of 
personal letters to voters inform- 
ing- when and where the branch 
meets—these are some of the 
things that explain how the 
branch has risen. 


The branch of late has dis- 
played a great interest in trade 
union policies as they affect the 


ical of the conduct of the first 
meeting of the Labor Institute 
and its resolution on the matter 
has been discussed at many 
branch meetings. Comrade 


the Typographical Union. Com- 
rade Stanley, a member of the 
Teachers’ Union, is at work on a 
book on the financial methods and 
policies of labor unions. Leonard 
Bright, secretary of the C. P. L. 
A., and Dr. Henry R. Linville, 
president of the Teachers’ Union, 
are among the members of the 
branch, 
a number of other trade union- 
ists. ; 
“Sunnyside Up’—the title of a 
current popular movie—is the 
slogan also of the branch as_it 
moves forward. Much of its 


rence ;Rogin, Clarke, and the 
group of devoted comrades asso- 
ciated with them. Some of its 
growth may be attributed to the 
fertile field. The one without the 
other, however, could not have 
accounted for the achievement. 
The Sunnyside branch confirms 
the view that only by applica- 
tion to branch affairs can an 
organization be built. 
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party. The branch has been crit- | 


Clarke is an honored member of | 


which also has enrolled | 


growth may be attributed to Law- | 








UNION DIRECTORY | _ 








| _— NEW YORK | UNITED | 
CTORS’ UNION ee a 
7 TERS’ ECKWEAR JITTERS’ 
Office 31 Seventh St., N. Y. (ioteae cuT UNION iB Unicn, coma 6369, A. F. of L. 
A. C. W. of A. Local “Big Four” | Regu q sccond Weleanaer a 


Phone Orchard 1923 
REUBEN GUSKIN 
Manager 





ONNAZ EMBROIDERS UNION 
Local 66, I. L. G .W. U., 7 E. 15th St. 
| Algonquin 3657-8. Executive Board Meets 
Every Tuesday Night in the Office of the 
Union, Z. L. Freedman, President; Leon 
|Hattab, Manager; Nathan Reisel, Secretary- 
| Treasurer. 


| 


| | epeecareaaal UNION 


| LOCAL No, 9. Office and headquar- 
ters, Brooklyn Labor Lyceum, 949 
| Willoughby Ave. Phone Stagg 4621. Office 
| open daily except Saturday from 9 A. M. 
| to 5 P. M. Regular meetings every Tues- 
| day evening. Charles Pflaum, Fin. Sec’y; 
Frank F. Lutz, Treasurer; Andrew Streit, 
| Bus. Agent; William Weingert, President; 
| Charles Weber, Vice-President; Samuel 
Potter, Rec. Sec’y. 








| UTCHERS’ UNION 
Local 174, A. M. C. & B. W. of N. A. 
Office and Headquarters: Labor Tem- 
ple, 243 E. 84th St., Room 12. Regular 
| meetings every first and third Sunday at 
|10 a.m. Employment Bureau open every 
|} day at 6 p.m. 





at 162 West 23rd Street. 
President; A. Weltner, Vice- 
E. Meyer, Rec. Sec’y; J. Rosen- 
Sec'y and Treas, 
usiness Agent. 


44 East 12th Street; 
Regular meetings every Friday at | Presid rey 
210 East Fifth Street. Executive Board | 23010 pin 
meets every Monday at 7 p. m. in the/ Chisling, B 
office. Philip Orlofsky. Manager; I. Mach- 

lin, Secretary-Treasurer. 


Office, 


Stuyvesant ev. 
5566. M 





UNITED 
UNION 
7 EL 15th St, 
Executive 


| ECKWEAR MAKERS’ 

}+ % Local 11016, A. P. of L., 
Phone, Algor n 7082. J 
Board meets ever 

| in the office. 

| Ed. Gottesm 





AMALGAMATED 
LOTHING WORKERS OF 
AMERICA 
} Puchs, Bus 


New York Joint Board. 31 West 15th | Business Ag 
Street, New York, N. Y. Telephone Wat- 
kins 8091. Hyman Blumberg, Sidney | > 
Ressman, Managers; Abraham sitter, | PAINTERS UNION No. 261 
Secretary-Treasurer. Office, 62 E. 106th 
St. Tel. Lehigh 3141 
Exec. Board meets 
every Tuesday at 
the office. Regular 
meetings every Pri- 
day at 210 E. 104th 
St. Isadore Silver- 






t 7:30, 

Ibi ubinstein, President; 
n, Secretary-Treasurer: Louis 
S Manager; Louis Feldheim, 






















INTERNATIONAL | 
Fre? WORKERS’ UNION | 


OF THE UNITED STATES AND | 
CANADA. Affiliated with the Am 
















| HEBREW 
| UTCHERS’ UNION 
Local 234 A.M.O. & B.W. of N.A. 
175 E. Bway Orchard 7766 
Meet every 1st and 3rd Tuesday 
SAMUEL SUSSMAN J. BELSKY 
| ISIDORE LIFF Secretary 
Business Agents 


} 





N. Y. JOINT COUNCIL 


(UArMAcans 
| Cloth Hat, Cap and Millinery Work- 
ers International Union. Office, 133 
Second Ave.; Phone Orchard 9860-1-2, The 
| Council meets every 1st and 3rd Wednes- 
day. S. Hershkowitz, Sec’y-Treas. Oper- 
ators, Local 1. Regular meetings every 
lst and 3rd Saturday. Executive Board 
meets every Monday. All meetings are 
| Meld at 133 Second Avenue, N. Y¥. C 





AMALGAMATED 
| {.‘LOTHING WORKERS OF 
AMERICA 


{The enrolled Socialist voters of the / A. D. Branch will be present to as- | Amalgamated Bank Bldg, 11-15 Union 


neighborhood will be invited by mail 
to this gathering. Organizer Claes- 
sens will be present and will speak 
on the subject of “Unemployment”. 

18th A.D.—The most cheerful news 
the branch has to broadcast these 
days is the fine work being done along 
canvassing lines by Fanny Solomons 
and Herbert Rosand, both new mem- 
bers, and Sy Sarasohn, Mack Krublet 
(our organizer) and Joe Viola, Chair- 
man of the Committee on Organiza- 
tion and Propaganda. ‘These com- 
rades are doing a most necessary and 
excellent job and bring in a batch of 
applications for membership at each 
meeting. The branch is now cooperat- 
ing with Comrade Claessens in the 
organization of Branch 2 in the 18th. 
This new branch will be located in 
the upper reaches of the 18th, in 
Flatbush, a most promising section, 
and it is ho ere long that this 
younger member of the 18th Assem- 
bly District will be heard from. Sev- 
eral of the old-timers in the branch 
will get in back of this fledgling and 
see it through the dangerous periods 
of infancy. 

22nd A. D.—Branch 3—This branch 
will hold its first open-air meeting on 
Friday, April 4th, at Pennsylvania and 
Sutter Avenues. The speaker will be 
David George, Theodore Shapiro, S. 
H. Friedman, August Claessens, and 
| others, It is hoped to be able to hold 
| these meetings until the summer 
;months. David George, lately of Vir- 
| ginia, and Comrade Rannacher have 
| decided to transfer to this branch— 
| @ most welcome addition. Tickets for 

the social affair of this branch to be 
held on April 26th, are selling fast. 

| 23rd A. D.—Branch meetings are 
| held regularly Monday evenings in 
the Brownsville Labor Lyceum, 219 
Sackman Street. At the last meet- 
ing, it was decided to begin open air 
meetings. 

Brighton Beach —The meeting of 
the branch held last Monday night 
to which the enrolled Socialist voters 
of the district were invited, was very 
| successful, A capacity audience filled 
| the room. A number of new members 
were obtained. 

East Flatbush—A_ reorganization 
meeting will be held in the East Flat- 
| bush section of the 18th and 21st A.D. 
| this Friday evening, April 4th, in the 
| Workmen's Circle Center, 3820 Church 
| Avenue. The enrolled Socialist vot- 
| ers of the district have beén invited 

to attend. August Claessens will 
| speak on “The Task before the So- 
| Cialist Party”. Members of the 18th 








Sist in the reestablishment of a func- 
tioning branch in this district. 

BAY RIDGE-BENSONHURST 

16th A. D. Branch 2 Kings—A 
lively discussion on the 
resolution occupied a good part of 
the meeting March 24th. A resolu- 
tion voiced: (1) approval of the gen- 
eral idea of the Labor Institute; (2) 
A demand for a change in procedure 
from lecture to a real institute form 
in order that the Socialists and pro- 
gressive viewpoint be definitely ex- 
pressed, and that the fundamental 
difference between A. F. of L. policy 


(3) Censure of those elements in the 

party who are trying to kow-tow to 

poe mS L. officials and prevent 
arrassing questions bein 

at the Institute. i 


sie Wallace Hughan gave a short talk 
on “The Message of Socialism”, com- 
bining an analysis of some fundamen- 
tals of Socialist thought with an im- 
mediate, constructive program. The 
next meeting will take place on Mon- 


Avenue P and West 11th Street. 
Speaker to be announced. Everybody 
welcome. 

Midwood — August Claessens will 
speak this Sunday evening, April 6th, 


the Workmen's Circle Center, 1503 


Coney Island Avenue. His subject 
will be “The Causes of Unemploy- 
ment”. Enrolled Socialist voters of 


the neighborhood will be invited, by 
mail, to attend. .The meeting wiil 
begin promptly at 8:30 P. M. 
QUEENS COUNTY 
Sunnyside—This branch is going on 
with its plans for the mass meeting 
on unemployment which will be held 
Tuesday, April 8th, at 8:30 p.m. in 
the Monroe Court Community Room, 
|} Tear of 43-13 Carolin Street, Long 
| Island City. Louis Waldman will be 
| the speaker, and a good crowd is ex- 
pected. About 5,000 circulars an- 
| nouncing the meeting have been dis- 











| tributed in the neighborhood and an- | 


| nouncements will be sent to all 
| Queens papers. For those coming 
| from outside, the immediate neigh- 
| borhood, the meeting place is at the 
| Bliss Street subway station on the 
| Flushing line, either I.R.T. or B.M.T. 

Astoria— Comrade Bela Low will 
deliver an Interesting lecture on “Fun- 
damentals of Socialism”, Friday, April 
| 4th. Bohemian Hall at 8:30 p.m. Ad- 
‘mission is free. The Entertainment 





Sunnyside | 


and Socialist ideas be clearly stated: | 


Following this discussion, Dr. Jes- | 


day, April 7, at 8 P. M. in Room 405 | 


of the Seth Low Junior High School, | 


under the auspices of this branch in| 


| subjects: 


Square, 3rd floor. Telephones Algonquin 

| 6500-1-2-3-4-5. Sydney Hillman, Gen, 
President; Joseph Schlossberg, Gen. Sec’y- 
| Treas, 





Committee will bring a final report 
and complete arrangements for a so- 
{cial get-together. The membership 
drive is continued right along, and 
$15 was raised for propaganda pur- 
poses. The following have contributed 
} to this fund: J. Mitchel, $3; A. Kag- 
jan, $2; P. Kagan, $2, and 1 dollar 
|each by Steinberger, Kaplan, Havlena, 
Doering, P. Sheer, L. Feingold, R. 
Otto, J. H. Diskant. For any infor- 
mation apply to Robert Otto, 2034— 
31st Street, Astoria, Tel.: Ravenswood 
| 7487. 
| Flushing—The next regular meet- 
ing of Flushing branch will take place 
on Friday, April 11th, at 8.15 P.M. at 
the home of Samuel A. DeWitt, 5021 
Parsons Boulevard, Flushing. Com- 
rade DeWitt volunteered to be thesor- 
ganizer, and Gilbert R. Sackman, as- 
sistant organizer. The enrolled voters 
will be canvassed personally by Sam- 
uel DeWitt, D. George, and J. Diskant, 
| who divided the list among them. For 
any further information, please apply 
to the Organizer: Samuel A. DeWitt, 
or telephone (evenings) Flushing 9974. 
Elmhurst-Corona—Three new mem- 
bers have been added, and many more 
prospects are expected to join during 
this month. The canvassing done un- 
der the direction of Comrades Good- 
;gion and Cherkas (who set a good 
example to others by their own ef- 
forts) is bound to bring good results, 
}if pushed with vigor and determina- 
tion. The district organizer has ar- 
ranged for New Leader to be sent to 
our enrolled voters, which will assist 
and stimulate our canvassing work. 
We appreciate the helpful initiative 
of Comrade Diskant. For informa- 
tion, please write to F. S. Goodgion, 
Elmhurst, L. I. 
| Jamaica—Rachel Panken will speak 
; on “Women in Politics” this Monday 


evening in the Workmen's Circle 
Center, 8906—16lst Street, Jamaica, 
t 8:30 pm. These Monday evening 


lectures held under the auspices of 
this branch have been very successful. 
The program for the rest of the month 
includes the following speakers and 
April 14—Samuel A. DeWitt 
Poet Looks at Socialism”; 
April 21—Wm. E. Bohn—“American- 
ism vs. Mechanism”; April 28—Aug- |} 
ust \Claessens—“Essentials of Social- | 
ism. 
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ican Federation of Labor. 9 Jac man, Fin. Sec’y- 
Ave., Long Island City, N. ¥. Tel ? Pettis Nathan 
ers Point 0068. Morris Kaufman, G Zughatt, Rec. Sec- 
President; Harry Begoon, General Se | retary. 
tary-Treasurer. } 
| INTERNATIONAL 
to RT - , , 
URRIERS’ JOINT COUNCIL ae — WORKERS 
OF N. Y¥. NIO? 

LOCAL 101, 105, 110 and 115 of The repens with 
INTERNATIONAL FUR WORKERS OF U.!/ -” re = saber. Gen- 
S. and C. 23 West 31st Street. Penn. | t paket, ted York, 
7932. Meets every Tuesday at 8:00) 6:01 poe Mpa A Philip Hershfield, 


Secretary-Treas- 


. MM. 7 Tr. 
P. M. Charles Stetsky, Manage urere; A. L. Shiplaco%, Manager. 
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UR DRESSERS’ UNION 
Local 2, International Fur Workers’ 
Union. Office and headquarters, 

949 Willoughby Ave., Brooklyn; Stagg 0798. | 
Reg. meetings, 1st and 3rd Mondays. L. | 
B. Hertzberg, President; Joseph Karass, 
Vice-President; Samuel Mindel, Recording | ni 
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100d of Painters, 
Paperhangers. 

ry Wednesday Eve- 
le, 243 East 34th 
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Secretary; Albert Helb, Financial Sec’y. k, President: Alwin 
Peter Rothman, 
UNITED | 
EBREW TRADES 
175 East Broadway: RESSERS UNION 


Telephone Dry- 
nd 





dock 8610. Meets Ist a 3rd |} # : 
Monday, 8 P. M. Executive Board same | . A. Executive Board 
day, 5:30 P, M. M. Tigel, Chairman; t y at the analep- 
M. Brown, Vice-Chairman; M. Fein- A I ok- 
stone, Secretary-Treasurer. Chairman; Ja- 
Secretary; W. 





N. 





Y. Phone, 


nm, Mgr. 









ABOR SECRETARIAT 
OF NEW YORK CITY 

A Cooperative Organization of r 
Unions to protect the legal rights of th 
Unions and their members. Ss. John} 
Block, Attorney and Counsel, 225 B’way.. | 
Rooms 2700-10, New York. Board of 
Delegates meet at the Brooklyn Labor 
Lyceum, 949 Willoughby Avenue, Brook- 
lyn, on the last Saturday of each month 
at 8:00 p. m 
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office. 
Morris 
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[_ Adie GARMENT WORKERS GHIRT & Boys’ WAIST MARERS" 
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3 West 16th Street, New York City. 















Young People’s 
Socialist League, 
2653 Washington 
Boulevard, 
Chicago, Ill. 


ST. 











AGAINST WHALENISM 

The Young People’s Socialist League, 
jin a letter to Police Commissioner 
| Grover Whalen, denounced the efforts 
|of the Commissioner to ostracize 
| radicals in the public schools as “un- 
; American.” The letter to Commis- 
sioner Whalen follows: 

“ criticism and denunciation in 
which you have indulged regarding 
| radical activities in the public schools 
| convey. the impression that only those 
who believe in the existing system, 
and in the two major parties that 
defend it, are loyal Americans, en- 
titled to encouragement and protec- 
tion, while those who believe 


consideration or protection. 

“If your view be correct, and your 
conclusions sound, social and political 
progress would be rendered impossible, 
except by bloodshed. As a matter of 


fact, and history, your view has been | 


that of tyrants of all ages, and when 
they were overthrown, as all of them 
eventually were, it was accompanied 
by violence and bloodshed. That is 
one of the reasons why it would be as 
much in the interest of the ruling 
| class to safeguard American principles 
| of government as it is to the interest 
of those who advocate change. We 
hope that such changes as will come 
in the United States will be brought 
— according to American stand- 
ards. 

“In view of those considerations, we 
hope that the policy upon which you 
have embarked, and which we consid- 
er un-American and destructive of 
the soundest principles of our govern- 
ment, will be given up. Radicals in 
the public schools have the same 
rights, and are entitled to the same 
degree of protection, that children of 
Tammany officeholders, and it is your 
sworn duty to protect them in those 
rights whenever they are invaded, no 
matter from what source. 
| NATIONAL NOTES 


| New York, N. ¥Y.—The National Ex- | 
ecutive Committee of the Y.P.S.L. is | 


| giving an Easter Dance on Saturday 
ening, April 19th, at the Debs Au- 
| ditorlum, to raise funds for Mainte- 
| mance and Organization. There will 
be lots of fun and jollity. Dick Wil- 
|liams and his “Columbia Collegians” 


in | 
change are disloyal and unworthy of | 


| April 5th. 
| Brookly: 


will play. This student band donates 
its services to the Debs Radio Station 
every Tuesday evening at 11 P. } 
Special rates to Yipseis $.50. Other. 
|$.75 in advance and $1.00 at do 
| Reservations at City office, 7 East 15t 
Street. 

Philadelphia, Pa., Circle 1, Juniors 
—The circle is preparing for the Na- 
| tional Membership Drive. On Wed- 
nesday, April 9th, there will be a de- 
bate, resolved “Shall the name Labor 
be substituted for the name Socialist 
Party”. Comrade Sam Silver has 
been appointed assistant organizer for 
Wilmington, Delaware. Comrade Jos- 
eph Gorelik has organized a circle in 


n 


South West Philadelphia. Fifteen 
members were obtained. Another 
circle is in process of formation in 


West Philadelphia. All juniors are 
preparing for the May Day celebra- 
tion. 
NEW YORK CITY NEWS 
April Membership Drive,-As a fore- 
runner of what is anticipated in the 
April Membership Drive, the City office 











reports that seventy five new mem- 
bers joined the League during the 
month of March. The New York 
Circles have adopted the slpgan 


“Every member get a new mem 
Dr. Wm. E. Bohn will lead the 
hike on Sunday Morning, April 






—Special Features—Movies and lots 
of eats. 
| Boro Council Notes—The [ 
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All circles ar 
t© the executiv mittee 
end of Anril 4, 5 and 6th 





the week nd 
Manhattan Boro Council met last 
Sat., March 29th, at 4:30 at the Rand 


School. Representatives from Circles 
1, 6 and 8 attended. Comrade Ben 
; Goodman was elected organizer and 
Eva Glassman secretary. The next 
meeting will be held at Circle 8's 
| headquarters 96 Ave. “C” this Sat., 


m Boro Council he their 
















Cir- 


isville Labor Lyceum. 
, 9, 12 and 13 Seniors andj 
5, 10 and 11 Juniors were 
ted at the meeting. Com- 
re Ostrowsky was elected 
organizer and Aaron Panken: secre- | 
tary. Athletics was stressed as an 
important, way in which to help in-/| 
terest incoming members. | 
Bronx Boro Council will 
g open air meetings nex 
y Monday 
le is being 


section 


Start hold- | 
Monday 
thereafter. A 
organized in 
of the 














iamsbridge 
Circle One Manhattan—Next Sun- 
day Samuel H. Friedman will conduct 
his last of four lectures on Socialism. 
circle will 
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and Social- 
the Mem- | 
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Circle Six, 
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Circle Nine, Brooklyn —B 
next Friday, Comrade Dr. Br 

















h ra G 

on Ar 26th at 218 Van Siclen Ave. | 
Circle Four, Bensonhurst — Two | 
oven air meetings a ek on Tues- | 
days and aturdays Start the/| 
Circle’s Membership drive off | 


Circle Two, Brooklyn—This Satur- | 
y night the Circle will: hold its 
1 Anniversary Social and Re- 
union at the Brownsville Labor Ly- 
ceum, 219 Sackman St. A wonderful | 
program is offered and a good time 








{is assured, Admission $.50. 





Telephone Chelsea 2148. Benjamin 
Schlesinger, President, David Dubin- 
sky, Secretary-Treasurer. 





THE AMALGAMATED | [3° 
[Adis GARMENT CUTTERS’ 
UNION 
Local No. 
Office, 109 W. 38th St.; Telephone Wis. | 
8011. Executive Board meets every Thurs- | 
day at the office of the Union. Maurice | 
W. Jacobs, President; Samuel Perlmutter, | 
Manager-Sec.; Max Stoller, chairman of |S 
Exec. Board; David Fruhling, Asst. Man- | e 
ager. | 





10,1. L. G. W. U. 











AMALGAMATED 
[_TTHOGRAPHERS 
OF AMERICA, New Yori Local No. | ~~~ ——"~ - 
1, Offices, Amalithone Bldg., 205 b haar MAKERS’ UNZON 
West i4th St.; Phone Watkins 7764. Reg- Amalgamated Clot y= 













ular meetings every second and fo 
Tuesday at Arlington Hall, 19 St. Mark's | Peter 
Place. Albert E. Castro, President; Pat- | 151! 
rick J. Hanlon, Vice-President; Frank | ings e1 
Schel, Fin. Secretary; Emil Thenen, Rec omens ———_—-—_— -- 
Secretary; Joseph J. O'Connor, Treasurer YYAITERS & WAITRESSES 
UNION Local 








WAILLINERY WORKERS’ UNION  - SD aee 

4VE LOCAL 24. Cloth Hat, Cap and 7 
Millinery Workers’ International 

Union. Downtown office, 649 Broadway 





Phone Spring 4548; uptown office, 30 West 





37th Street, Wisconsin 1270. Executive 
Board meets every Tuesday evening. Hy- Al Rock 2 
ys ok ) 
man Lederfarb, Chairman Ex. Bd; J : "This Lapel = 
Malinick, Rec, Sec'y; Nathaniel Spector Workers. Eat Only in Restaurants 


Manager; Alex Rose, Sec’y-Treas. That Employ Union Workers 
izers, I. H. Goldberg, Max Goodman, A. | 


Mendelowitz. \\ 
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TATERPROOFP GARMENT 

WORKERS’ UNION 
Local 20, I. L. G. W. U.. 3 W._ 16th Bt 
1934 Executive 
jp atT7 m 





ILK DRIVERS’ UNION 
54, I. U. of T. 

Office: 203 W 
City Local 





Local 
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NION 
: Local 62 of .. L. G. W. U 3 W. 16th 
ps Street, New York City Tel : i Chelsea 
Chas. Hofer, President and ‘Business | 5756-5757. A Snyder, Manage 
Agent. Max Liebler, Secretary-Treasurer x 
SEE THAT YOUR MILK CAN WEARS 
OUR EMBLEM BROOKLYN 
BROTHERHOOD OF LABOR LYCEUM 
N Ss RAT ‘ 
pare ° a TORS OF . 919 Willoughby Ave., Brooklyn 
Large and lt hall suitable for all 
, nd meetings at reasonabis 
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cnattinaiy” be oe, What concerns us is 
the cheap methods by which the public has been 
fooled into believing that there is not among it 
enough collective intelligence to manage its own 
affairs. A public that so easily surrenders its 
own integrity, is so childishly bewildered by the 
obvious tricks of propaganda has lost a great 
deal of its pristine integrity. The most humble 
machine tender knows from his every day exper- 
ience that the day of the ownership of that ma- 
chine by a private individual is almost done. Yet 
when he goes home and sees pictures in his paper 
of the President of the telephone company open- 
ing a new line with the official blessing of the 
President of the United States and a reception 
committee of distinguished Congressmen and 
reads the speeches extolling private ownership, he 
believes that there is some mystic quality about 
private ownership that sets it above all criticism. 

But as we said at the beginning the public is 
now beginning to look anxiously under the hood 
of this individualistic machine in which it has been 
taken for so long a ride. And one of the first 
questions for us riders to ask is, where did we 
ever get the idea that there is anything sacred 
about private ownership and how long before we 
begin to transfer to the collective machine which 
the economics of ofr day so obviously demands? 
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The Sacred Telephone 
Monopoly 

F ALL the utility propagandists, those of 

the telephone company are by far the most 
adroit, plausible and experienced. As a result the 
voice with the smile has certainly won, although 
the smile may be that of the cat who has swal- 
lowed the canary with the public taking the role 
of the latter. 

In the course of many years through paid ad- 
vertisements, paid for out of millions on millions 
of consumers’ nickels, dimes and quarters, through 
the employment of high-salaried press-agents 
again paid for by the consumers, through speech- 
making lawyers, and speak-easy lobbyists, the 
Bell telephone company has succeeded in per- 
suading the public of the following beliefs, most 
of which are highly untenable: 





The Mergers 


| ytes today is just one merger after another. 
Whenever good fellows of the business 
world get together it is always fair weather for 
a consolidation. Such fellowship makes for big- 
| ger and better business. Just the other day there 
was formed in Wall Street the largest bank in 
the world. It was not built without iron and con- 
crete ready to hand, without plenty of securities 
already in safe vaults. There was the physical 
transfer of property, to be sure. But that was 
merely incidental to the deal among the banks al- 
ready existing. 

The new bank is the Chase National of the 
City of New York. ‘It was an omelet made out 
of the Equitable Trust Company, the Interstate 
Trust Company and the Chase already there. Its 
resources are put at $2,800,000,000. This tidy 
sum is enough to rank it as the largest bank in 
the world. But even that figure gives no idea of 
the interlocking holdings and directorates, where- 
by this bank is the heart of a great number, if not 
the greatest number, of the most important indus- 
tries of America, both in our own life and in 
world trade. The extent of the enormous control 
in detail by this bank may be hard to grasp. What 
may be done is to picture this vital and tremen- 
dous reservoir of money and credit pumped or 
withheld from the arteries of commerce, either 
to permit iife or bring death. Up to now it is 
the top of financial centralization and material 
power. With such merger completed, it may be 
expected that there will be a rapid increase of 
marriages in royal industrial families, and the 
creation of trusts and monopolies as offspring. 
Along with the morning's -coffee, then, goes 
the news that there has been formed the Anthra- 
cite Institute. This will represent every producer 
in the anthracite industry and an investment of 
more than $1,000,000,000. So here is the mere 
matter of a billion dollars in hard coal to do bus- 
iness as a unit with the dear public. Just an- 
other billion. Among its activities are given “a 
bureau of public relations and a bureau to deal 
with questions of State and Federal legislation.” 
The least the public could do would be to or- 
ganize and decide how to meet the anthracite 
trust half way. It would be a pity for the An- 
thracite Institute to be ready to deal with the 
public, State and Federal legislators when there 
is nobody ready to deal with who is safeguarding 
the interests of State and Nation. 

But this continuous flow of mergers has par- 
ticular and pressing importance for those who 
labor for their wherewithal. Beyond all the ar- 
guments advanced by the advocates of trade un- 
ionism is the rapid moving picture of capital or- 
ganizing. The moral speaks out even from the 
most silent films. It that every man and 
woman who is a wage-earner should join with 
those already inside the organized movement. And 
the unions should open their doors, There should 
be a full membership within the union of those 
who sell their labor .power which is bought by 
those who are so completely organized. The 
membership of the American Federation of Labor 
lions who earn 
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That the system of private ownership is the 
one and only system whereby the wire services of 
the country could be run; that this is the best 
in the world, principally because it is privately 
owned ; That its major interest is in that abstract 
thing called “SERVICE” rather than in that con- 
crete thing called profit; That as a matter of fact 
the telephones are really publicly owned because 
their securities are widely scattered; That as Mr. 
Walter Gifford of the A. T. and T. recently told 
the Senators at Washington, the companies do 
not seek “undue profit.” 

ao ¥ * 

Such is the body of mythology which the pub- 
lic has come to believe is fact. 

There is no time here to challenge each and 
every one of these beliefs, though that could be 
successfully done. We are now concerned chiefly 
with the idea so magnificently put over by the 
telephone propagandists that there IS something 
inherently sacred in the private ownership of this 
public utility. 

If indeed the people of this country have de- 
cided by overwhelming majorities that they will 
give over to the none too tender mercies of a small 
and irresponsible group of profit-seeking men the 
control of their systems of communication, then 
indeed there might be some reason for this meek 
acceptance of the divine rights of private owner- 
ship. But when was this decision made? Some 
skeptic may say that it was made at the Jast Pre- 
sidential election. But the most invetcrate Repub- 
lican will hardly go that far. 

It is perfectly true that in many quarters public 
ownership is regarded as a menace. But a men- 
ace to whom? Obviously to absentee stock-hold- 
ers who insist upon dividends irrespective of bus- 
iness conditions generally, to the parasitic hordes 
of lawyers, 


is 


special pleaders, press-agents and ad- should contain all the tens of mil 




















vertising men who fatten on the public’s gullibility their livelihood by work. It is high time that 

and to those fancy-salaried officials, each with his | !@bor went in for mergers on its own account. 

cousins and his brothers and his uncles to be 

looked out for, to the real estate men who specu- - 

late in land values created in turn by the real IN A NUTSHELL 

estate deals of the companies, to the members of — 

commissions and to public officials whose bus- The sound education of the workers and their 
thorough organization, both economic and political, 


Iness it is to play in with the companies, to the tg ee , eo th 
oO: . ° on e basis of class struggle, must precede their 
bankers and brokers who move behind the finan- emancipation.—Eugene V. Debs. 
‘ 


tial scenes of such a glorified holding company . 2 
us the American Telephone and Telegraph Com- The real science of political economy is that which 
ie the hie mother of all the subsidiary teaches nations to desire and labor for the things 
<9 : dng of all the subsidiary — that lead to life, and which teaches them to scorn 
panies which now has reached the four billion | and destroy the things that lead to destruction.— 
dollar mark—to quite a lot of people in short | Ruskin. , 

except those most vitally concerned with cheap 

ind efficient service namely the great consuming 
public. 


* * * 
We primarily think of a slave as one who is 
owned by another. ... That which fundamentally 
distinguishes the slave is that he labors under coer- 
cion to satisfy another’s desires.—Herbert Spencer. 


* * ~ 


* * a 
There was a time when we believed that we 
ould regulate this sprawling thing without the 
seed of taking it over. Does anyone in his right 


That there are men in all countries who get their 
living by war and by keeping up the quarrels of 
nations is as shocking as it is true; but when those 
: P: : who are concerned in the government of a country 
lenses in view of what has recently happened in | make it a study to sow discord and cultivate preju- 
New York State for example believe that now? | dices between nations it becomes the more unpar- 
4 . ‘ P te) e.— omas Paine. 

No, regulation which the companies assured us ——— a ea 4 

vould do the trick has miscrably failed. 


We are not now primarily interested in the 


The rights of men and women should be equal 
and sacred—-marriage should be perfect partner- 


ship—children should be gowerned by kindness— 
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By Louis Stanley 

LIVE labor movement has its 

live labor culture and a live 
Socialist movement its live Social- 
ist culture. From the sufferings 
of the working class must come 
forth poems, novels, plays, paint- 
ings, sculpture, cartoons, dancing 
aryl movies, From the struggle 
against the cruelties and stupidi- 
ties of capitalism great works of 
art must be created. From the 
striving for a new world from 
which the exploitation of the work- 
ers has been eliminated must come 
the artistic geniuses of the prole- 
tariat. 
These cultural things the Social- 
ist and labor movements of this 
country have neglected in recent 
years. The time is opportune for 
a revival. Let us rebuild our dra- 
matic, our literary, our dancing 
circles, Let us inspire our artists 
to give us of their best. Let us 
batter down bourgeois culture with 
our Socialist criticism. Let us in- 
vade the neglected fields of the 
cinema and the vaudeville stage, 
the chief forms of working class 
art. °,* 

All these are possible within the 
immediate future. Let us but be- 
gin. In New York City an excel- 
lent opportunity presents itself to 
make a start. The May Day cele- 
bration at the Coliseum this year 
will be marked by an artistic pres- 
entation of labor’s message. 

The central feature will be a 
huge pageant, where hundreds will 
participate in singing and dancing 
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that will depict the historic strug- B 
gles of the workers and their as- 
pirations for a free and happy 
world. The larger the number of 
participants the more impressive 
will be the performance.. We 
want to give inspiration to the fif- 
teen thousand working people and 
their families who will pack the 
hall. We want to give inspira- 
tion to the performers. We want 
to discover the talent that will 
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form the nucleus of our artstic 
groups of the months to come. 

Working class art must .endeav- 
or to be mass art. Individual ex- 
cellence receives its recognition 
but group activity must be the 
prime aim. The May Day cele- 
bration, we hope, will give every 
willing person a chance to partici- 
pate. Volunteers are asked to 
appear for rehearsals, which are 
arranged to suit the passing con- 
veniences of our busy comrades. 
Appear at the Rand School studio, 
7 East 15th street, any Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday between 
four and seven p. m. and make ar- 
rangements for your rehearsals. 
Everybody is welcome. Every- 
body can be useful. If the hours 
mentionéd are inconvenient, cbm- 
municate with Elizabeth Stuyves- 


By Alfréd Baker Lewis 
HEN the American colon- 
ists founded a new nation, 
they set forth in the Declaration 
of Independence a ringing state- 
ment of the principles on which 
this new nation was to be estab- 
lished. The very keynote and cor- 
nerstone of the principles of Am- 
ericanism is to be found in the 
statement of that document, that: 
“We hold these truths to be self- 
evident, that all men are created 
free and equal.” 
This statement does not mean 
of course that we are all equal 
in size, strength or ability. It 
means that we all ought to be 
equal in opportunity, equal in the 
chance to secure and defend our 
rights, make a living, and enjoy 
ant, Louis Stanley, or Secretary |the good things of life. We are 
Marx Lewis at Socialist headquar- | not equal in those things today. 
ters, 7 East 15th street, 6th floor. * * & 
Let us make the May Day cele-| America is said to be the land 
bration the success it deserves to | of opportunity. Probably it was 
be. the land of opportunity years ago 
when there was free land in the 
west and a man could get a home- 
in The stead of 160 acres ot fess class 
farming land merely by settlin 
Labor Press there and paying $1 pepebration 
LABOR IN POLITICS fee to the government. Prob- 
Thousands of rank and file upion ably America still offers to her 
men are voting blinding at every eléc- | people more opportunity than oth- 
tion because the leadership does not|er more thickly settled lands. But 
ar man == it is  gamoy Sa even in this “land of opportunity” 
ior reasons and leaves the voter with- 
out faith in his own informative 


there is no equality of opportunity 
to get an income or enjoy the good 
bodies. The average unionist has been 
fooled so many times that the present 


things of life. 
Non-partisan method is obsolete and 





mon speech. We refer to the rich 
mah’s child as being “born with 
a silver spoon in fiis mouth.” 
(Sometimes in fact .it is a. whole 
tea set it seems.) We know that 
Edsel Ford, or J. D. Rockefeller’s 
son or Morgan’s son has far more 
chance to be rich and powerful 
than our children. Even when we 
give our youngsters a good edu- 





jhe gets a job at all. 





cation we find that without money 
jit is of little use, that the owners 
|of industry in fact are buying 
| brains today almost as cheaply as 
{they buy brawn. A graduate of 
a law school for instance, often has 
to start out as an employe of a 
big law firm for practically noth- 
ing, “working for the experience 
only;” and a graduate of the Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technol- 
ogy, one of the best engineering 
schools in the country, gets only 
$25 a week on his graduation—if 
No one in 
his senses claims that the children 
of the textile operatives or the 
steel mill workers have the same 
chance to go to college, to go 
abroad, or to get a good income 
that the children of our financial 
and industrial magnates have. Op- 
portunity is not really equal and 
will not be until we Socialists es- 
tablish public ownership and dem- 
ocratic management of the great 
banks and the trustified industries | 
of this country. 

Nor are we born really free, if 
we are workers. For if we are 
workers we must go cap in hand 
to the employment manager and | 





ask humbly for a job. We may be 
able and willing to produce, but 
we have to ask from the owners 
of industry, and of course submit 
to being exploited, to having part 
of what we produce taken by id- 
lers, if we want to get a chance 
to work. If a worker, when he 
asked the foreman or employment 
manager for a job, thumped him- 
self proudly on the chest, and de- 
clared that he was a free born 
American citizen and was entitled 
to the full value of the product of 
|his labor, he would be more likely 
| to get a ride to the psychopath- 
ic hospital than he would be to 
get a job. 

The truth is that so long as a 
comparatively small number of 
men ,the owners of industry, con- 
trol the jobs of the workers, the 
workers of America are not really 
free. They may be free to leave 
their boss, but they have to go 
hunt another boss the next day. 
A working man must have a boss. 
Not merely do the industrial mast- 
ers of America control the work- 
ers’ jobs, but fear of the employers’ 
displeasure controls the workers’ 
beliefs and activities very often. 
Every active Socialist knows a 
dozen or more men who would 
like to be Socialists or be more ac- 
tive in the party, but they don’t 
dare do so because their employ- 
ers would not like it. 

Socialists propose that an Am- 





the right to a job, provided he is 
willing to work, just as he is 





| 


born today into the right to vote 
provided he is willing to register. 
An American citizen under Social- 
ism would be born with the right 
to his share of control in the nat- 
ural resources and capital equip- 
ment of the country just as he is 
born today with the right to his 
share of control over the political 
government of the country. And 
just as each man has one vote and 
no more in a democracy, so each 
man should have the same amount 
of control over capital equipment 
and natural resources as his fel- 
lows, instead of one man being im- 
mensely wealthy and many others 
within a few months of the poor 


house if the: should lose their 
jobs. 
Not until we have Socialism 


will the principles of American- 
ism as set forth in our Declara- 
tion of Independence be made 2 
reality. It is the Democrats and 
Republicans who are making a 
mockery of the principles of Amer- 
icanism. They do not protest at 
the heaping up of wealth in the 
hands of a few. On the contrary, 
they are trying now to repeal the 
federal inheritance tax so that 
this process of allowing the rich 
to grow richer can go on faster 
yet. They don’t do anything ef- 
fective to prevent rich men from 
buying elections by campaign con- 
tributions. It is we Socialists, not 
the Democrats and Republicans, 


erican citizen should be born into ,w ho are striving to apply the prin- 


ciples of Americanism to the pres 
ent day. 








We recognize this in our com- 
should be discarded. Labor should 
select a candidate of their own and 
go down the line for him. The can- 
didate is incidental to the program 
however, and labor’s program must 
be clear out and all candidates pledged 
of it ... One thing is sure. The La- 
bor Party must come if we are to 
progress. May that day be not far dis- 
tant. 


Editor, The New Leader: 
I have followed the comments in 


The New Leader since the speech 
—Iowa Unionist (Des Moines) 


ATTENTION, PRES. BROACH 

There is now pending before the 
membership of one of the interna- 
tional unions a proposition which pro- 
vides for the appointment by the pres- 
ident of a committee which in con- 
junction with himself will draw up a 
new constitution and put it into ef- 
fect without submitting it to the mem- 
bership! This action is based on the 
principle that action by the member- 
ship is cumbersome and slow, and 
one-man rule is more efficient and 
expeditious . . . In all probability the 
proposition will pass on . . . Here is 
a case in point where the principle of 
democracy has been abused to the de- 
gree that its beneficiaries no longer 
regard its essential virtues and are 
willing to vest authority in a dictator 
or autocrat. No labor union is worthy 
of the name which does not compel 
its members to share fully in the du- 
ties and powers of the organization; 
i1erwise there is very little to differ- 
a“ te it from the so- ce alled company 
ion, or perhaps the‘sort of unions 
under Mussolini, the Italian dictator. 
—Labor Advocate (Minnesota) 


MINERS UNION 





eration of Labor at the Rand 
School of Social Science. I be- 


deal better for the Socialist Par- 


of the party if our editors and 
leaders would stick to facts in pre- 
senting arguments. 


gards some of the statements 
made by you editorially. One of 


I have personal knowledge, 4s 
that dealing with the endorse- 
ment given by the Central Trades 
and Labor Council to the candi- 





In reply to Comrade Seidel’s 





THE OLD 


and Lajor Council of New York 


The old U. M. W. of A. died of cor-| “" ‘ . . 
ruption, debauchery, slumwara poli-| City did not repudiate its endorse- 
tics and incompetency . A labor; ment of the ticket, but that cer- 





un‘on that permits itscif to be gov- 
erned by the kind of human... 
which has governed all too-many sec- 
tions of the U. M. W. A. during the 
regime of John L. Lewis can not live 
and does not deserve jp live. Working 
miners, you have started cleaning 
house. Keep on cleaning until the last 
union grafter is swept from the last 
local. You owe this to your union, your 
wives and children. 

r World (Duluth, Minn.) 
“DANIEL HOAN’S SOCIALISM” 
The visit of Mayor Daniel Hoan to 
Sioux City furnished a rare oppor- 
tunity. We think we get his point of 
view . . . Daniel Hoan is a practical 
man—he gets things done. He is an 
“jntellectual”—he uses his brains not 
only to get things done, but also to 
educate the people in the theories that 
he believes must underlie human jus- 
tice. He believes the aim of work is 
not the amassing of great fortunes 
for the few, but rather the making 
of the good life possible for the many. 
Therefore, he is a good man to know; 
for he can discuss all questions broad- 
ly and tolerantly, but always, in the 
final analysis, from the viewpoint of 
human wellbeing. He is ready to work 
with anyone who is honestly and in- 
elligently working toward that end, 


tain members of the Executive 


tion for Davis, you reply: “1. It 
diated La Follette and endorsed 
Davis. It was the Central Trades 
and Labor Council of New York 
City.” 

May I state that a simple re- 
iteration is not proof. The fact 
of the matter is that Comrade 
| Seidel is right and you are wrong. 
I have been a delegate to the 


for quite a number of years. I 
was present at the meeting at 
which the endorsement was given 
to La Follette and Wheeler, and 
I challenge you to quote any 


ation was voted upon. 


I know that a number of the 
members of the Executive Coun- 





heapness of public as opposed to private owner- 


‘ : A : every family should be a republic—every fireside a 
hip. In the long run public ownership will un- ” 


democracy.—Robert G. Ingersoll. 








Unionist and Public Forum (Sioux 


City, Iowa) they backed up the action of the 


minutes of any meetings of the} 


, delegates 
lette and Wheeler and repudiated | 





in endorsing La Fol- 


the action of the individual mem- 


delivered by Vice-President Mat-| bers of the Executive Council 
thew Woll of the American Fed-| who declared in favor of Davis. 


The fact remains, therefore, 


that the Central Trades and La- 


ty and the trade unionist members 


Comrade Seidl in the issue of | 
March 15th requested that you | 


| 


point out specific proof as re- | 


the instances referred to, of which | 


dacy of La Follette and Wheeler. | 


charge that the Central Trades | 


lieve that it would be a great} bor Council voted to endorse La 


Follette and Wheeler, and that 


at no time did the Central Trades | 
| 


and Labor Council vote to 
verse this endorsement and 
any individual members of the 
Executive Council voted to en- 
dorse Davis, 

By the way, it is the privilege 
of every individual member of the 
Central Trades and Labor Coun- 
cil to hold to whatever political 
belief he proposes, but the indi- 


re- 


vidual faith of a member cannot | 


be charged up to the Central 
Trades and Labor Council as a| 
group. 


Again I repeat, if you can pro- | 


duce any facts, not mere siate- 
ments, to repudiate the statement 


| of Brother Seidel and my own, I 


Council came out with a declara- | 


was not a rump group that repu-! 


| that rash 


shall be pleased to have it 
brought to light. On the other 
hand, if you cannot do 
would suggest that some consid- 
eration be given to the matter 
of policy in future editorials, as it 
has been the habit in the past 
statements have ap- 


| peared in The New Leader, for 


Central Trades and Labor Council | 


Central Trades and Labor Coun- | 
cil as a whole at which a repudi- | 


| 
| 


cil issued a statement in which | 


the pure and$ simple reason of | 
creating a sensation. Sensations 
are not arguments, neither are 
they dignified and worthy of the 
Socialist movement. 

EMERICH STEINBERGER. 

New York City 

The action of the ) delegates to 
the Central Trades and Labor 
Council in endorsing La Follette 
and Wheeler was over-ridden by 
the last-minute action of the ex- 
ecutive council in voicing support 
for the national Democratic tick- 
et in 1924. Comrade Steinberger 
recalls that “a number of mem- 
bers of. the executive council is- 
sued a statement in which they | 


that | 


this, I| 


| whatever 
| propose.” 
| it is more important for Social- 


backed up the action of the del-, 
egates in endorsing La Follette | Editor, The New Leader: 
This by no means | 


and Wheeler.” 
| proves that the executive council 
stuck by La Follette and Wheeler, 
as the delegates may have wished 

it to do. The fact that no reg- 
| ular meeting of the executive 
; council made its position clear af- 
ter the endorsement given the 
Democratic ticket by what is now 


ecutive would tend to 


support the charge that the ex- 
ecutive council reversed the ac- 
tion of the delegates. Comrade 
Steinberger may recall that John 
Sullivan, then president of the 
Central Trades, presided at the 
meeting of the executive coun- 
cil which reversed the action of 
the delegate body. If there is any 
record of the delegates setting 
| the executive council straight, we 
would be pleased to see it. Asa 
matter of fact, when the question 
came up after election, the del- 
egates gave Sullivan and the oth- 
er members of the executive coun- 
cil a vote of confidence in their 
“integrity.” If the action of the 
executive committee was taken 
at a rump meeting, as Comrade 
Steinberger insists, the 
quent events appeared to legalize 
the action. 

We are happy to learn that 
Comrade Steinberger believes “it 
is the privilege of every indivi- 
dual member of the Central 
Trades and Labor Council to hold 
political belief they 
May we suggest that 


council, 


subse- 


the truth of this 
on the floor of the Central 
Trades and Labor Counci! than 
merely to affirm it in the columns 
of The New Leader? As to the 
charge that The New Leader 
prints rash statements, may we 
ask Comrade Steinberg to follow 
his own advice and “produce 
facts, not mere statements.” 
EDITOR, 
THE NEW LEADER. 


ists to display 


called a rump meeting of the ex- | 


From The New Leader Mail- bag 


IRVING M. WEISS 


More should be said and known 
about Irving Weiss who died in 


| Buffalo last week at the age of 


48, than that he was a faithful 
member of the Socialist Party for 
thirty years. 

He was more, far more than 
that. Unmindful of economic dis- 
advantage, he always came to 
court with mind focused on the 
callousness and inhumanity of the 
law when sacred private property 
and a poor human derelict stood 
before the bar of justice. 

A few weeks ago I sat and 


| talked with him in his office. Ho, 


wat not a well man. Yet as al 


ways he was giving time and more ‘ 


time to impress some noble judge 

and jury that society was guilty 
of the young man’s theft because 
it denied him the chance to earn 
his bread. He always pleaded for 
the underdog. 

Fearlessly did he expose on all 
possible occasions the purposes of 
the ruling powers whether in 
court, on platforms, or soapbox. 
He just couldn’t keep away from 
agitating against social wrong. 

Nor could he hold a grudge. 
When the snarling, biting, crazy 
Communists got into trouble they 
would come to him P. D. Q. for 
help—and he gave unstintingly. 
Not because he disliked them less 
but because he loved civil liberty 
for all far more. 

Atop all that Irving Weiss knew 
how to be—and he was a dear, 
dear friend. 

ESTHER FRIEDMAN. 
New York City. 





iD 
Editor, The New Leader: 

Wish to renew my sub to The 
New Leader for one year. En- 
closed find two dollars. Best 
wishes to the best paper in the 
U. S. outside the Illinois Miner, 

GEORGE COURTIN. 

Danville, Tl. 

P. S.—I think our paper is bet- 


j ter than the Mlinois Miner at 
that. Anyway, it beats the 
Umwa Journal, 
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